Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
May 8, 2015

Minutes

Members Present:  
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover County Community Services Board
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health 
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians 
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
Katzman, Rita, Virginia Department of Social Services
Parr, Nancy, Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Chesapeake
Phipps, Deron¸ Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Pickett, Jessica, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Members Absent:  
Blumberg, Michael, Medical Society of Virginia 
Brintle, Kimberly, Bland County Department of Social Services 
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police 
Gormley, William, Chair, Chief Medical Examiner
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Saimre, Maribel, Virginia Department of Education

Staff:
Womble, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Emily Womble called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the March 13, 2015 meeting were approved as written.  

Katharine Hunter informed the Team that Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day was on May 7.  Ms. Hunter distributed flash drives with the Say It Out Loud toolkit from the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).  The toolkit contains a video with teens discussing mental illness, as well as discussion guides, fact sheets, and other information.  The Say It Out Loud program was created to raise awareness and start discussion about mental illness in an effort to reduce the stigma associated with it.  Betty Wade Coyle offered to send Ms. Womble a link to the NAMI Parents, Caregivers, & Youth page, which contains many resources for parents and caregivers who have a child who may be living with mental illness.  Ms. Hunter also informed the Team that Virginia now has a Youth MOVE chapter, which is a youth-led organization aimed at improving mental health services and systems for children and adolescents.

The Honorable Nancy Parr informed the Team that the next meeting of the Governor’s Task Force on Prescription Drug and Heroin Abuse is set for Tuesday, May 12 from 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. in the General Assembly Building, House Room D.  The meeting is open to the public.

Ms. Womble has put together a preliminary report of data and findings from the first part of the Team’s review of child deaths due to poisoning, which focused on deaths of teenagers aged 13-17.  Ms. Womble will distribute the link to the report when it has been posted on the Child Fatality Review website.

Ms. Womble presented some of these preliminary data and findings to the Data and Monitoring committee of the Governor’s Task Force on Prescription Drug and Heroin Abuse along with data and findings from the Maternal Mortality Review Team’s report of Pregnancy-Associated Deaths from Drug Overdose in Virginia, 1999-2007.  The committee was quite concerned with the trends and findings the Team noted in teen and family substance abuse and is looking forward to further findings and recommendations.

Ms. Womble announced that the OCME was developing an infant and child death surveillance system, which will start collecting information on child deaths that occurred in 2013.  The data from the surveillance system will be released in two separate reports, one focusing on infant deaths and the other on children aged 1-17.  Ms. Womble aims to have the infant report completed by October 1, 2015 and the child report completed in spring 2016.

CPS Update

Ms. Rita Katzman provided to the Team an update on the Body Scan Workgroup.  This group is the result of a recommendation made by the Western Regional Child Fatality Review Team to evaluate access to body scans on suspected cases of abuse and neglect, as well as scans on siblings and other children living in the home with the alleged victim.  Ms. Katzman described for the Team some of the barriers the workgroup is evaluating, as well as some of the proposed solutions to these barriers, including potential legislative proposals and sources of funding for these medical evaluations.

Confidential Case Review 

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of case review.  The Team reviewed four cases where a child died from poisoning.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 14, 2015.

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Emily Womble.
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