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Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

July 7, 2009
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 

Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services

Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department
Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice

Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Substance Abuse Services

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 
Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the March 13, 2009 meeting were approved with one revision.
Wanda Willis announced an effort to change International fire code regulations so that all new homes would require built-in sprinkler systems.  These regulatory changes are now open for public comment.  Wanda will forward the details to Team members and asked that each Team member participate in the public comment.  

Betty Wade Coyle announced a series of talks in the Hampton Roads area in the next six months. This “In Support of Children Education Series” will focus on Experiencing Trauma in Childhood:  Personal and Social Effects and What Individuals and Communities Can Do to Prevent It and Help Those Who Suffer and include the following speakers:
· Dr. Judith Herman, Tuesday, November 18, 2009 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Old Dominion University in the Webb Center, Hampton/Newport New Room 

· Dr. John Briere, Thursday, February 18, 2010 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Old Dominion University in the Webb Center, Hampton/Newport New Room 

· Dr. Bruce Perry, Wednesday, March 3, 2010 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Old Dominion University in the Webb Center, North Cafeteria
Two team reports have been posted on the VDH website:   Motor Vehicle Deaths to Children, published in May of 2009 and Child Deaths from Heat-Related Motor Vehicle Entrapment, published in June of 2009.  These reports are available at the following website:  http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/medExam/ChildFatality.htm.  The Virginia Department of Health will send out two press releases, one for each report, during the month of July.  Betty Wade Coyle asked that Prevent Child Abuse Virginia and Safe Kids be notified when these press releases are expected.  

The Team finalized their meeting dates for 2010.  They are:

· Friday, January 8

· Friday, March 12

· Friday, May 14

· Tuesday, July 13

· Tuesday, September 14

· Tuesday, November 9

In May, Virginia Powell traveled to the Child Death Review Symposium, which was sponsored by the National Center for Child Death Review Policy and Practice and funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Maternal and Child Health Bureau.   The Symposium invited three stakeholders from each of the 49 states with child death review activities:  child death review, maternal and child health, and injury and violence prevention.  Plenary and breakout sessions focused on bringing the three stakeholder areas together for collaboration and partnership to address child injury and death.  Using the language of civil rights, Teri Covington, Executive Director for the National Center for Child Death Review, emphasized the importance of reviewing every child death and of death reviews at the local and regional levels.  The National Center supports these efforts with a national database and training and technical assistance materials.  

Child Protective Services Update:
Rita Katzman described that the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) requires that the Virginia Department of Social Services (DSS) release to the media information about child fatalities and near fatalities that are related to child abuse and neglect.  Ms. Katzman pointed out that detailed information is currently provided in DSS’ annual report on child deaths, which is made available to the public on its website.  At the same time, DSS Regulation in Virginia specifies that this information will be released, with the provision that local agencies may withhold information if they determine it would undermine child or family safety and stability.  Virginia is now being challenged on this provision.  In order to insure continuity of CAPTA funding, DSS will be changing its Regulation to fit CAPTA requirements.  
Ms. Katzman updated Team members on Virginia’s preparation and self-assessment for its upcoming Child and Family Services Review.   There are several components to the Review:

· During the week of July 13, three Virginia communities will undergo intensive on-site record and program review:  the Counties of Fairfax and Tazewell and the City of Hampton.  A team of national and state consultants will review 65 case files, looking at child protective services cases, foster care cases, and in-home cases.  They will also interview persons who are relevant to each case, such as the child, social worker, and foster care providers.  

· The Virginia Department of Social Services (DSS) has completed a self-assessment document which has been submitted to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Children’s Bureau.  Self-assessment covers the areas of safety, permanency, well-being, and system issues related to foster care and adoption.  
· Ms. Katzman distributed and provided a summary overview of Virginia’s Assessment of Strengths and Needs.  Where does Virginia lag and where does it excel?  In general, the state has done well with protecting children from abuse and neglect, with safety planning, in reducing foster care re-entry, in placing siblings together, and in their database tracking of cases.  Since its first review, Virginia has piloted Structured Decision Making, Healthy Families Virginia, and the Engaging Families curriculum. It has also made improvements to its data tracking system.  It is less strong in getting to permanency, adoptions, kinship care, and accomplishing monthly visits to homes.  Challenges include unevenly available services in the state, with southwest Virginia lagging in its ability to provide mental health, substance abuse, and medical services.  Also, non-English speakers do not have adequate access to services.  
· Ms. Katzman pointed out that Virginia is not likely to pass its review.  Most states do not pass, largely because a state must score 95% on the indices in order to pass.  But the assessment and on-site case reviews will help to shape directions for improvements and the state’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP).  
Team Planning for Next Review:
The Team’s next review will focus on infant deaths classified as Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), Sudden and Unexpected Infant Death (SUID), and Undetermined by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.  It will also review cases of asphyxiation related to unsafe sleep environments.  The Team will review all cases for 2009.  
Dr. Powell announced that, through discussion with the Virginia Department of Health’s Division of Women’s and Infants’ Health (DWIH), the Team’s SIDS/SUID review and recommendations will be used by Virginia’s Regional Perinatal Councils (RPCs) as the basis for their program development.  To that end, Dr. Bush will invite a representative from DWIH to join the Team for this review as a Special Advisor.  Ms. Terri Newman recommended that a representative from the SIDS Mid-Atlantic be appointed as a Special Advisor for this review.   Finally, Dr. Gunther suggested that CDC be invited to participate.  

Dr. Powell is currently collecting cases for review and estimated that the Team would review 110-120 cases.  
Team members requested three kinds of training before their SIDS/SUID review got underway: (1) definitions and understanding about the concept of preventability, including information from the National Center on Child Death Review’s database and other review teams; (2) an update on SIDS from an expert in the field; and (3) training on typical records and findings in SIDS/SUIDs death cases.  
Recommendation Phase of Case Review:
At 11:45 the Team went into confidential session.  Team members divided into three workgroups to refine recommendation ideas developed in the March 2009 meeting.  The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 11, 2009.  The Team will continue its work on recommendations to prevent non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell
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