Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

November 14, 2008
Minutes
Members Present:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Substance Abuse Services

Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department
Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville
Members Absent:  

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 

Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society

Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Suyes, Kathryn, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Guests
McKenney, Nan, Virginia Department of Social Services
Kathryn Suyes called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
The Team welcomed its newest member, Joan Ziglar, who is the Commonwealth’s Attorney for the City of Martinsville.  Ms. Ziglar will represent Commonwealth’s Attorneys on the Team.
Child Protective Services Update:
Nan McKenney, Child Protective Services Policy Supervisor with the Department of Social Services (DSS),  announced that next July, Virginia will participate in a Child and Family Services review conducted by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  In preparation for the review, Ms. McKenney conducted a focus group interview with the Team (as a DSS Citizen Review Panel) for the purpose of  evaluating Child Protective Services.  At the end of the allotted time she announced that any remaining questions would be sent to all Team members electronically in order to complete the evaluation.  
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the September 12, 2008 meeting were approved as written.
Wanda Willis announced that the Harrisonburg Fire Department has become aware of the sale of cigarette lighters in Virginia that look like toys.  Ms. Willis passed around several lighters resembling items such as cell phones, matchbox cars, and miniature guns.  She urged Team members to contact their legislator to support legislation that would ban the sale of these “novelty” or “toy” lighters to anyone under the age of eighteen.
Confidential Case Review:
At 11:40 a.m. Bill Carr made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The move was seconded by Heather Board.  The Team completed its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.

Kathryn Suyes reported back to the Team on possible topics for the next review.  The Team was presented with information on two topics: 1)drowning deaths to children ages 0-17 and 2) deaths to children less than two years of age due to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), Sudden Unexplained Infant Death (SUID), or other infant deaths related to unsafe sleeping.  The Team chose to review children who died from SIDS/SUID. 
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 9, 2009. The Team will begin formulating recommendations for the prevention of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 3:01 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Kathryn Suyes
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