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Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Substance Abuse Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society
Oehrlein, Holly, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department
Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Members Absent:  

Bryant, Sandra O., Central Virginia Community Services Board
Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue
Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Suyes, Kathryn Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Kathryn Suyes called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the January 8, 2008 meeting were approved as written.

Team members welcomed new member Katharine Hunter MSW, with the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services. Katharine is a Child and Adolescent Specialist with the Office of Child and Family Services.  
Holly Oehrlein announced that she is resigning her position with the Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS), and today will be her last Team meeting.  Laurel Marks, Chief of the Juvenile Services Section, will represent DCJS on the Team in future meetings. 
Holly Oehrlein announced that the Children’s Justice Act Program at DCJS is conducting training on “Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse” May 15-16 at the Holiday Inn Select Koger South Conference Center in Chesterfield.  Registration is $50.00, however Team members may have their fee waived by contacting Denise Hampton at DCJS.  The training will also be held in Virginia Beach in the fall. Additional information will soon be available at http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/juvenile.
Holly Oehrlein announced that the Children’s Justice Act Program will again offer the Finding Words training course this year, either in July or September, in Richmond.  The objective of the five day course is to teach participants how to conduct interviews of suspected child abuse victims. 
Heather Board announced that the 2008 Injury Prevention Symposium will be held July 22 and 23 in Richmond.  There are a few scholarships available to help cover lodging expenses.  The five-year strategic Injury Prevention Plan, which addresses the leading causes of unintentional injury hospitalization and death in Virginia, will be unveiled at the symposium.  More details are forthcoming. 

Rita Katzman announced that April is Child Abuse Prevention month and that the Department of Social Services (DSS) and Prevent Child Abuse Virginia are sponsoring their annual Child Abuse Prevention Conference April 7, 2008 at the Holiday Inn Select Koger South Conference Center in Chesterfield.  Strategies to prevent child sexual abuse will be highlighted at the meeting.

Wanda Willis passed around a brochure containing information on a new online seminar designed to educate parents about the dangers of inhalant abuse.  The seminar can be accessed at www.inhalantabusetraining.org  
Kathryn Suyes passed around information on two conferences, the Cribs for Kids National Conference “Breaking the Cycle: A Safe Sleep Summit” in Pittsburgh April 10-13, 2008; and the Seventh North American Conference on Shaken Baby Syndrome October 5-7 2008 in Vancouver, British Columbia.  
Kathryn Suyes updated the Team on its review of non-caretaker homicides to children  It is expected that case review will continue through September of this year.  In November the Team will begin its recommendation process and consider the next topic for Team review.  

Kathryn Suyes announced that the next meeting of the Child Fatality Review Team, scheduled for May 9, 2008, will likely take place at the OCME Fatality Review and Surveillance Unit’s new office located at 737 North Fifth St. Suite 301, across the street from the present location. The final location will be confirmed prior to the meeting date.  

Child Protective Services Update:
Rita Katzman distributed to the Team copies of emergency regulations pertaining to the needs of terminally ill children that became effective March 1 of this year.  The regulations stem from legislation passed by the 2007 General Assembly commonly referred to as “Abraham’s Law,” and will remain in effect until February 28, 2009. Specifically, the regulations will assist social service personnel in implementing the new law by clarifying the meaning of specific terms such as “alternative treatment options,” “informed opinion,” “life threatening condition,” and “sufficiently mature.”  Ms. Katzman added that public comment on the emergency regulations is not being accepted at this time.  Once the planning and budget phases are complete, the law will be up for review by the Governor.  At this point a sixty day public comment period will be followed by a public hearing prior to setting the permanent regulations into place.  

Ms. Katzman also reported that legislation was passed in the 2008 General Assembly establishing an Office for Children’s Ombudsman.  The Ombudsman will be independent from any state agency, appointed by the Governor, and approved by members of the General Assembly.  In the first year this office will focus on social services and juvenile justice issues, with other areas such as mental health and education being added in future years.  Although a budget amendment for $300,000.00 was submitted, it appears that the legislation will pass without a budget amendment.  

Consensus Training
Since some new members of the Team were not present at the meeting, the Team postponed until its May meeting the requested training on consensus decision-making.  
Confidential Case Review:
At 10:55 AM Heather Board made a motion that the team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The move was seconded by Holly Oehrlein.  The team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 9, 2008.  The Team will continue its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
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