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Minutes

Radiation Advisory Board Meeting

November 4, 2009
Perimeter Center, Conference Center, Board Room 1
9960 Mayland Drive
Richmond, VA 
Members Present: Lee S. Anthony, Sr., Ph.D., Joyce O. Hawkins, Drexel Nelson Harris, and Edway R. Johnson

Members Absent: Andrew C. Boone, Jr., Panos P. Fatouros, Ph.D., Mary Ann Turner, M.D. James R. Thornton, Ted Sherwin, D.D.S., and Rand S. Wachsstock, D.M.V.

Ex Officio Members Present: Les Foldesi, Director, Division of Radiological Health representing, Karen Remley, M.D., M.B.A., FAAP, State Health Commissioner;  Ron Graham, representing C. Ray Davenport, Commissioner, Department of Labor and Industry; R. Bruce Chisholm, representing Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and Jeffrey Steers, representing Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Staff Present: Mike Welling, Ryan Paris and James deKrafft, Division of Radiological Health Program

Guests Present: Terry Eastman
Call to Order 
Les Foldesi called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. All attendees present were acknowledged with a brief introduction. 

Les Foldesi asked if there were any additional items to be included on the agenda as presented; none was added, and the agenda was approved.   The meeting moved the motion for approval of the minutes for the May 6, 2009 meeting.  The minutes were approved as presented.
Report from the Chair

Les Foldesi introduced himself to the Advisory Board as the chair of the meeting in the absence of  Dr. Helentjaris, who is now also the Director of the newly created Office of H1N1. Mr. Foldesi expressed Dr. Helentjaris’s regrets that she could not attend the meeting due to her duties related to the H1N1 influenza outbreak. A brief overview of the impact of the budget reductions on the Division of Radiological Health was provided. The two major activities, radioactive materials licensing and X-ray machine registration are now funded entirely from fees.  The general fund budget was reduced by $49,167 which represents the balance of general funds used to support the X-ray program before it became dependent on revenue generated from registration and inspection fees. The general fund target is now at $442,774.
Report from the Division of Radiological Health, VDH- Leslie Foldesi, Division Director

Les Foldesi provided an overview of the Division’s activities and topics, specifically Radioactive Materials Program, X-ray Machine Program, Emergency Preparedness,  Environmental Monitoring, Radioactive Low-Level Waste, uranium mining in Virginia , the medical isotope shortage, and the developing nuclear renaissance in Virginia.  There was discussion regarding the radioactive materials fees, proposed fee schedule and petition requesting the agency to review the radioactive materials fee schedule.  The Board was informed that the State Health Commissioner will be acting on the proposed fees schedule and petition in the coming weeks.
Les Foldesi presented a paper to the Advisory board regarding the regulatory requirement for Technique Charts in 12VAC5-481 Section 1590 paragraph A.3 and welcomed comments from members of the Advisory Board.  There was discussion with comments that include:
· Provide guidance with respect to how and which regulations are being enforced
· Remove the technique chart requirement from the regulations

· The American Registry of Radiological Technologists and Chapters advocates the use of technique charts

· Concern expressed for time and costs to validate technique charts, which is not a regulatory requirement
· CT exposures need to be addressed, citing recent incident at a facility in California during brain perfusion studies using CT.
Old Business
There were no old business brought before the meeting. 
Opportunity for Public comments

Terry Eastman presented his concerns regarding the necessity of ensuring medical facilities have a technique chart for each X-ray projection that the facility uses.  He asked whether his three suggestions to address his concerns were implemented:

1- Ensure that registrants are aware of the regulation (12VAC5-481-1590).
2- A survey form is provided to aid inspectors to ensure that registrants are in
compliance.
3- Ensure that inspectors understand that their activities now include the monitoring of X-Ray Technique Charts.
New Business
There were no new business brought before the meeting. 
Next meeting

Mr. Foldesi asked the Board whether they would like to meet in May or June. The consensus was that they meet in May and stay with meeting on Wednesdays starting at 10:00 am.

There was a suggestion that the next meeting might be arranged to meet at Chippenham Hospital to include a tour of the new gamma knife that is being installed at this facility.
Adjournment at 11:35 am 
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