Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
July 11, 2006
Minutes

Members Present:  
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Crawley, Jane D., Henrico County Department of Social Services
Edwards, David P., Richmond Ambulance Authority

Evans, James, Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services
Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Fierro, Marcella F., Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Funkhouser, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services
McGinty, Michael E., Williamsburg/James City County Commonwealth’s Attorney

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Oehrlein, Holly, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Rainey, Janet, Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Starling, Suzanne, Medical Society of Virginia

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Members Absent:  
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Bryant, Sandra O., Central Virginia Community Services Board
Moore, Damon, Virginia Pediatric Society

Ross, Pamela, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Staff:
Hunter-Havens, Rae, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Rae Hunter-Havens called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and reviewed the agenda for the day.
Announcements and Business:
1.
Announcements:  
A. Rae Hunter-Havens announced that Heather Funkhouser will continue to represent the Virginia Department of Health, Division of Injury and Violence Prevention during the Team’s review of non-caretaker homicide deaths of children. 
B. Rae Hunter-Havens announced that she is resigning her position as Coordinator effective July 24, 2006.  
C. Holly Oehrlein informed Team members that the Department of Criminal Justice Services recently hosted the second of three trainings on “Finding Words Virginia” scheduled for this year.  This training is designed to equip professionals with the skills needed to effectively speak to and for abused children.  The Department of Criminal Justice will host the third, and final, training for in Richmond on September 25-29, 2006.  They are accepting applications for the training through July 21, 2006. Contact Ms. Oehrlein for more information.
2. Minutes from the May 9, 2006 meeting were approved as written.

3. Rita Katzman provided the Child Protective Services (CPS) update to the Team.  Ms. Katzman distributed and reviewed the Virginia Department of Social Services’ Annual Child Maltreatment Fatality Report:  July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005.  The report reviews the causes and circumstances of child deaths founded for child maltreatment and recommends strategies for prevention. 
4. At 10:50 a.m., Neil Sonenklar made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential review.  The motion was seconded by Mike McGinty.  The Team conducted a sample case review to highlight strategies and tools that should be used in its upcoming review of non-caretaker homicides deaths of children and continued the recommendation phase of their review of motor vehicle deaths of children.
5. The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 12, 2006.  The Team will finalize its recommendations and receive training on the juvenile justice system in Virginia. 
The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Rae Hunter-Havens
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