Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
September 12, 2006
Minutes

Members Present:  
Bryant, Sandra O., Central Virginia Community Services Board
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Crawley, Jane D., Henrico County Department of Social Services
Edwards, David P., Richmond Ambulance Authority

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Funkhouser, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services
McGinty, Michael E., Williamsburg/James City County Commonwealth’s Attorney

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Oehrlein, Holly, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Rainey, Janet, Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Members Absent:  
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Evans, James, Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services
Fierro, Marcella F., Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Moore, Damon, Virginia Pediatric Society

Starling, Suzanne, Medical Society of Virginia

Staff:
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. and reviewed a revised agenda for the day.
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the July 11, 2006 meeting were approved as written.

Announcements:  
· Virginia Powell updated the Team on the hiring process for a new Team Coordinator.  A hiring decision is expected before the next Team meeting in November.

· Virginia Powell also announced that, pursuant to the Team’s recommendation to Dr. Fierro that she ask the Director of the Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) to appoint a DJJ staff person to the Team for its next review of non-caretaker homicide deaths, Mr. Edward Holmes has been appointed and will join the Team at its November meeting.  
· Betty Wade Coyle, David Edwards, Holly Oehrlein, and Virginia Powell updated the Team on proposed legislation that would add Emergency Medical Services (EMS) personnel to Virginia’s list of mandated reporters for suspected child abuse and neglect.  All had attended a meeting of the Policy Subcommittee of the Virginia EMS Advisory Committee where this Team recommendation had been discussed.  
· Holly Oehrlein announced that the Department of Criminal Justice Services has received 111 applications for the next “Finding Words” conference.  Forty seats are available at each training, which is offered three times a year.  Additional information is available at the following website:  http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/juvenile/cja/findingWords/index.cfm?menuLevel=5&mID=7
· Holly also announced that the next “Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse” training will take place on October 19 and 20, 2006 at the Ramada Plaza Resort in Virginia Beach, Virginia.  See the following website for additional information:  http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/trainingEvents/
At 10:50 a.m., Holly Oehrlein made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential discussion.  The motion was seconded by Mike McGinty.  The Team finalized recommendations from its review of motor vehicle deaths of children.  The Team also discussed its procedure for reviewing non-caretaker homicide deaths and made the following decisions:

a) Two members of the Team will review each case.  
b) Only one case will be assigned to each twosome.  

c) A written summary of each case will be prepared for review with the full Team.  Virginia Powell will distribute a template for this summary.  

d) It is no longer necessary to assign lead call responsibilities to Team members who are state employees.

e) Pictures from the death record will be shared with Team members only at the request of case reviewers.  Team members should allow two weeks for the Coordinator to get pictures from other districts.

f) Team members should ask the Coordinator to get additional records from agencies or organizations.  They should not contact any agency or organization directly about a child’s case.

In the afternoon, two experts on Virginia’s Juvenile Justice System joined the Team to train members on that System.  Mr. Jeffrey Sherman, Deputy Director of the Richmond Court Services Unit, provided the Team with an overview of The Graduated Intervention Levels System (GILS) used in working with Richmond children who come before the juvenile court.  Ms. Shauna Epps, Disproportionate Minority Contact Coordinator for the Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice, explained the underlying philosophy and policies and practices of Virginia’s juvenile justice system.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 17, 2006.  The Team will begin its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.

The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell
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