Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
January 6, 2006
Minutes

Members Present:  
Bryant, Sandra O., Central Virginia Community Services Board
Edwards, David P., Richmond Ambulance Authority

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services
McGinty, Michael E., Williamsburg/James City County Commonwealth’s Attorney

Moore, Damon, Virginia Pediatric Society

Oehrlein, Holly, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Evans, James, Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Starling, Suzanne, Medical Society of Virginia

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Members Absent:  
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
Crawley, Jane D., Henrico County Department of Social Services

Fierro, Marcella F., Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Funkhouser, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Rainey, Janet, Vital Records
Ross, Pamela, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Staff:
Hunter-Havens, Rae, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Invited Guests:
Wigand, Vanessa, Virginia Department of Education
Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.
Announcements and Business:
1.
Announcements:  
A. The Team welcomed a new member, James Evans, M.D.  Dr. Evans represents the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services.  Dr. Evans is the Medical Director in the Office of Health and Quality Care.
B. Virginia Powell reviewed the agenda for the Team meeting. 
C. Holly Oehrlein informed Team members that the Department of Criminal Justice Services will host three trainings on “Finding Words Virginia” this year. The five day session will be held in Richmond on April 3-7, June 19-23, and September 25-29, 2006.  Contact Ms. Oehrlein for more information.
D. Ms. Oehrlein also announced that the Department of Criminal Justice Services has published a new brochure, “Use of Closed-Circuit Television in Virginia Courtrooms 1994-2003”.  Copies of this brochure can be obtained by contact Ms. Oehrlein.
2.  Minutes from the November 18, 2005 meeting were approved as written.


3. Rita Katzman reviewed a report of the Governor’s Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect “Protecting Children from Abuse:  Promoting Safe and Stable Families”.  The report summarizes the factors contributing to the problem of child maltreatment and the impact of family structure on child abuse and neglect, and makes recommendations to promote safe and stable families in Virginia. 
4. At 10:45 a.m., Mike McGinty made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential review.  The motion was seconded by Sandra Overman Bryant.  Team members began the recommendation phase of their review of Motor Vehicle Deaths of Children ages 0 to 17.
5. Rae Hunter-Havens presented a Pattern & Trend Overview of the Motor Vehicle Fatality Cases involving Children ages 0 to 17 reviewed by the Team.  

6.  Vanessa Wigand, Principal Specialist for Health, Physical Education, and Driver Education from the Virginia Department of Education, provided the Team with an overview of the Driver Education Program in Virginia.
7.  The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 10, 2006.
The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Rae Hunter-Havens
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