Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
March 10, 2006
Minutes

Members Present:  
Bryant, Sandra O., Central Virginia Community Services Board
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
Crawley, Jane D., Henrico County Department of Social Services
Edwards, David P., Richmond Ambulance Authority

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Funkhouser, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services
McGinty, Michael E., Williamsburg/James City County Commonwealth’s Attorney

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Oehrlein, Holly, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Rainey, Janet, Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Members Absent:  
Evans, James, Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services
Fierro, Marcella F., Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Moore, Damon, Virginia Pediatric Society
Starling, Suzanne, Medical Society of Virginia

Ross, Pamela, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Staff:
Hunter-Havens, Rae, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Rae Hunter-Havens called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.
Announcements and Business:
1.
Announcements:  
A. Rae Hunter-Havens reviewed the agenda for the Team meeting.
B. Heather Funkhouser announced that the Virginia Department of Health’s Center for Injury and Violence Prevention (CIVP) has developed the Virginia Online Injury Reporting System to provide quick and easy access to basic injury data.  Users can create customized injury data reports on various mechanisms and intents of injury by geographic and demographic variables.   The database contains injury related hospitalizations and deaths for Virginia residents, from 1999 to 2004.  This data will be updated annually. 

C. Pursuant to the Team’s review of hyperthermia deaths to children, the Center for Injury and Violence Prevention has developed a static window cling that can be placed in the windows or doors of stores and businesses, warning about the dangers of leaving children unattended in vehicles even for a few moments.  Heather Funkhouser distributed a few of these cling stickers to Team members.  Additional stickers are available through CIVP.
D. Wanda Willis informed the Team that her jurisdiction is seeing an increase in the number of children playing the “choking game”. The choking game involves putting pressure on the chest or neck to cut off the oxygen to the brain. It causes a rush but also can cause sudden death, brain damage and injuries from falls when a player passes out.  Additional information can be found at http://www.deadlygameschildrenplay.com/en/home.asp.

E. Holly Oehrlein updated the Team on the “Finding Words Virginia” training sessions hosted by the Department of Criminal Justice Services are full.  Ms. Oehrlein completed a training program with faculty members who are conducting the training sessions.  The five day session will be held in Richmond on April 3-7, June 19-23, and September 25-29, 2006.

F. Holly Oehrlein announced that the Department of Criminal Justice Services will be hosting its two day training session on “Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse” on May 4 and 5 and again on October 19 and 20, 2006.

2.  Minutes from the January 6, 2006 meeting were approved as written.


3. Rita Katzman presented the CPS update to the Team.  Ms. Katzman reviewed the status of several bills introduced during the 2006 General Assembly that are directly relevant to child protective services. 
4. At 11:05, Betty Wade Coyle made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential review.  The motion was seconded by Holly Oehrlein.  Team members continued the recommendation phase of their review of Motor Vehicle Deaths of Children ages 0 to 17.
5.  The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 9, 2006.
The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Rae Hunter-Havens
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