Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
May 9, 2006
Minutes

Members Present:  
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
Edwards, David P., Richmond Ambulance Authority

Evans, James, Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services
Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Fierro, Marcella F., Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Funkhouser, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Oehrlein, Holly, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Starling, Suzanne, Medical Society of Virginia

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Members Absent:  
Bryant, Sandra O., Central Virginia Community Services Board
Crawley, Jane D., Henrico County Department of Social Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services
McGinty, Michael E., Williamsburg/James City County Commonwealth’s Attorney

Moore, Damon, Virginia Pediatric Society

Rainey, Janet, Vital Records
Ross, Pamela, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Staff:
Hunter-Havens, Rae, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Invited Guests:
Gambrel, Abby, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Handley, Wayne, Norfolk Police Department
Leslie, Marc, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Luqman, Amina, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Salyers, Courtney, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Rae Hunter-Havens called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and reviewed the agenda for the day.
Announcements and Business:
1.
Announcements:  
A. The Team welcomed a new member, Wayne Barry.  Mr. Barry represents the Virginia Department of Education, where he is a Student Services Specialist.

B. Heather Funkhouser announced that she attended the 2006 Lifesavers Conference on March 25-27, 2007 in Chicago, Illinois.  The annual conference highlights emerging national highway safety issues as well as the latest advances in child passenger safety, occupant protection, and vehicle safety. Ms. Funkhouser distributed new materials from the 4 R Kids Sake campaign designed to protect children from preventable injuries and death in and around cars.
C. Heather Funkhouser distributed copies of the “Injury in Virginia 2004: A Report on Injury Related Deaths and Hospitalizations.” In addition, Ms. Funkhouser announced that the Division of Injury and Violence Prevention will host a two- day Injury Prevention Symposium entitled “Safe Spaces:  Injury Prevention through Home and Community Design” on June 13 and June 14, 2006 in Richmond.  Ms. Funkhouser distributed a brochure outlining the training agenda of the conference to the Team.  Contact Ms. Funkhouser for more information.
D. Holly Oehrlein informed Team members that the Department of Criminal Justice Services recently hosted the first of three trainings on “Finding Words Virginia” this year.  This training is designed to equip professionals with the skills needed to effectively speak to and for abused children.  Thirty-nine attendees completed this intensive five-day workshop. The Department of Criminal Justice will host two additional trainings in Richmond on June 19-23 and September 25-29, 2006.  Contact Ms. Oehrlein for more information.
E. Dr. Virginia Powell announced that the Virginia College of Emergency Physicians will appoint a new representative to the Team.
F. Dr. Powell announced that she will attend a State EMS Advisory Board meeting on Friday, May 12, 2006 to present information on the Team’s caretaker homicide report, specifically its recommendation to the General Assembly to add emergency medical services personnel as mandated reporters of child abuse and neglect. 
2. Minutes from the March 10, 2006 meeting were approved as written.

3. At 10:40 a.m., Holly Oehrlein made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential review.  The motion was seconded by Neil Sonenklar.  Team members continued the recommendation phase of their review of motor vehicle deaths of children. 
4. Pursuant to the Team’s upcoming review of homicide deaths, Detective Wayne Handley from the Norfolk Police Department provided the Team with an overview of gang related death investigations.
5.  The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 11, 2006.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Rae Hunter-Havens
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