Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

September 11, 2009
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover Community Services
Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Substance Abuse Services

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 

Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department
Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society 
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.  At the request of Joan Ziglar, the Team paused for a moment of silence to remember the tragedies of 9/11/2001.
Announcements and Business:
The Team welcomed Lisa Beitz to the Team.  A licensed clinical social worker with Hanover Community Services Board since 1997, Ms. Beitz will represent local community services on the Team.  
Terri Newman announced that she has stepped down as President of the Virginia SIDS Alliance and will leave the Team at the end of her current term, 30 June 2010.  Mark Ferraro is the new President of the SIDS Alliance and will likely take over this seat on the Team when new appointments are made in 2010.  
The Team discussed a letter from Dr. William L. Harp, Executive Director of the Virginia Board of Medicine.  Dr. Harp was responding to a letter from Dr. Bush advising the Board of a Team recommendation which was an outgrowth of the Team’s review of child deaths from heat-related motor vehicle entrapment.  The recommendation would “… require as a condition of licensure that all physicians, nurse practitioners and physician assistants receive at least eight hours of CME training in identifying and reporting child abuse and neglect-related injuries and fatalities.  This training should be readily accessible to providers through internet-based courses which provide CME credit.”   Dr. Harp advised Dr. Bush that the Board declined to adopt the recommendation.  Team members advised Dr. Bush on the content of a response to Dr. Harp’s letter.  Dr. Powell will draft this letter and send it on to Dr. Bush.
Minutes from the July 7, 2009 meeting were approved with a few additions.  


Child Protective Services Update:
Ms. Katzman updated Team members on Virginia’s Child and Family Services Review (CFSRs), which was conducted in mid-July.  There were several components to the Review:

· Three Virginia communities were selected for intensive on-site record and program review:  the Counties of Fairfax and Tazewell and the City of Hampton.  A team of national and state consultants reviewed a total of 65 case files (25 in-home services cases and 40 foster care cases) and interviewed stakeholders in each locality.    

· The CFSRs assess outcomes in three areas:  safety, permanency, and well-being.  Ms. Katzman went over strengths and concerns in the area of safety.  For instance, Virginia did well in avoiding the recurrence of maltreatment and the maltreatment of children in foster care.  At the same time, there were concerns about several elements of practice, such as the timeliness of CPS investigations, the inability to track recurrence in Family Assessment Cases, and a high number of screened out reports in one site.  
· Due to time constraints and a full agenda for the day, Ms. Katzman will continue her summary with findings on permanency and well-being at the Team’s next meeting.

· Ms. Katzman pointed out that Virginia is not likely to pass its review.  No states have,  largely because a state must score 95% on the indices in order to pass.  But the assessment and on-site case reviews will help to shape directions for improvements and the state’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP).  

Team Planning for Next Review:
The Team’s next review will focus on infant deaths classified as Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), Sudden and Unexpected Infant Death (SUID), and Undetermined by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.  It will also review cases of asphyxiation related to unsafe sleep environments.  The Team will review all cases for 2009.  Dr. Powell will contact Dr. Fern Hauck at the University of Virginia and invite her to train the Team on issues and concerns in SIDS/SUID cases. 
Recommendation Phase of Case Review:
At 11:20 the Team went into confidential session.  Team members refined and added to recommendations developed at its July 2009 meeting. The recommendations focus on the prevention of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children. The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 13, 2009.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell, Ph.D.
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