Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

November 13, 2009
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Beitz, Lisa, Hanover Community Services

Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice

Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 

Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 

Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society 

Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health

Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services

Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Members Absent:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Visitors:

Victoria Harris, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

April Crawford, Office of the Attorney General

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  

The Team welcomed Ms. Victoria Harris, the new Grant Administrator for the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.  Ms. Harris joined the Team as an observer for the day.  

The Team welcomed Ms. Kathleen Moline, who will join the Team as a subject matter expert for its next review of Child Deaths related to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) and Sudden Undetermined Infant Deaths (SUIDS).  Ms. Moline is the Policy and Planning Analyst for the Division of Women’s and Infants’ Health in the Virginia Department of Health and works directly with Virginia’s Regional Perinatal Councils.  These Councils will use findings and recommendations from the Team’s review as the basis for their action plans.  
Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the September 11, 2009 meeting were approved as written.  

The Team’s January 8, 2010 meeting will be devoted to training and preparation for the Team’s next review of SIDS and SUIDS deaths.  Dr. Fern Hauck, a physician in Family Medicine at the University of Virginia and a national and international scholar on SIDS and safe sleep, will update the Team on national and international trends and on issues and controversies associated with these topics.  Ms. Teri Covington, Executive Director at the National Center for Child Death Review, will also join the Team for the meeting, to update the group on national trends in child death review.  

Child Protective Services Update:
Ms. Katzman continued her update on Virginia’s Child and Family Services Review (CFSRs), which was conducted in mid-July.  She reviewed the purpose and organization of the Review:

· Three Virginia communities were selected for intensive on-site record and program review:  the Counties of Fairfax and Tazewell and the City of Hampton.  A team of national and state consultants reviewed a total of 65 case files (25 in-home services cases and 40 foster care cases) and interviewed stakeholders in each locality.    

· The CFSRs assess outcomes in three areas:  safety, permanency, and well-being.  At this meeting, Ms. Katzman reviewed strengths and concerns in the area of permanency and well-being.  With regard to permanency, the review revealed strength in Virginia’s capacity to place children in stable foster care settings and in low re-entry to foster care.  At the same time, there is significant delay in timely adoptions because of Virginia’s de novo appeal of court hearings in termination of parental rights cases and a lack of concurrent planning.  In terms of well-being, Virginia’s strengths include monthly visits by the caseworker to visit children in foster care and services that are culturally responsive to families.  
· Ms. Katzman pointed out that Virginia is not likely to pass its review.  No states have, largely because a state must score 95% on the indices in order to pass.  But the assessment and on-site case reviews will help to shape directions for continuous quality improvement and the state’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP).  Virginia’s PIP will emphasize improved response times, more skill building, the development of tools for assessment, and more guidance for local departments.  In addition, the state recognizes the need to put programs in place to support Virginia’s smaller localities.  
Video: “The Wrong Family”
Ms. April Crawford from the Office of the Attorney General joined the Team and showed “The Wrong Family,” a video providing an introduction and overview of gangs in Virginia.  Team members will use insights from the video to assist in finalizing recommendations from their review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children. 

Recommendation Phase of Case Review:
At 12:40 p.m. the Team went into confidential session.  Team members refined and added to recommendations developed at its September 2009 meeting. The recommendations focus on the prevention of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children. Team members will finalize their recommendations at their March 12, 2010 meeting.
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 8, 2010.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell, Ph.D.
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