Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

January 7, 2011
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police

Casteel, Tom, Washington County Department of Social Services

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
Cullen, Pat, Chesterfield County Mental Health Support Services

DeLuca, Steven, Hanover County Emergency Medical Services

DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Ferraro, Mark, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health 
Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health
Connal, Betty, SIDS Mid-Atlantic
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society 
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Rhodes, Jennifer, Medical Society of Virginia

Invited Guests:

Ford, Nancy, Virginia Department of Health
Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  
Announcements and Business:

Team members welcomed Nancy Ford, Director of the Division of Child and Family Health in the Virginia Department of Health.  Ms. Ford visited and observed the Team’s process of case review.  
Minutes from the November 9, 2010 meeting were approved as written.  
Rita Katzman announced that the Governor’s Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect is currently accepting nominations for the Dr. Anthony Shaw Award for PRIVATE Exceptional Child Protective Services Professional.  Ms. Katzman invited Team members to submit nominations.  She will send additional information to Team members.  The deadline for submission is One week from today, January 14, 2011.  
Child Protective Services Update
Ms. Katzman provided a brief overview of the child and family services review for new team members.  She explained that these involved intensive review of social service processes and outcomes.  It is difficult to pass this review and, in fact, no state does pass.  During the review, each state is rated on a number of outcomes.  After the state receives its report from the federal government, they are asked to submit a Program Improvement Plan or PIP.  Virginia’s plan has now been improved and is available on the web at http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/about/reports/children/child_family_services_review/reports/2010/2010_pip_final.pdf.
In its PIP in the area of child protection, Virginia will focus on improved intake, response time, safety assessment, and risk assessment.  Using a variety of tools that support structured decision-making, the Department will begin training in the field on triage, evidence based safety assessment, and research based risk assessment.  Between May and July of 2011, Ms. Katzman and her staff will train on these tools in 45 sessions to be held all over the state.  
Update from the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME)
After the Team’s last meeting, Dr. Powell met with Dr. Bush, Chief Medical Examiner, to discuss some of the Team’s early observations with regard to the quality and depth of death investigations in cases of infant death related to unsafe sleep arrangements.  She described the following problems:  lack of complete investigations, poor documentation of findings, lack of scene photos in some cases, and no re-enactments of the infant death in others.  Since that discussion, Dr. Bush has scheduled a training session with all OCME death investigators, to be held in the spring of this year, where they will be trained on re-enactments.  

Because a partnership with law enforcement is critical to a successful death investigation, Dr. Bush also met with John Jones of the Virginia Sheriffs’ Association and with Dana Schrad of the Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police to describe the challenge of these infant death investigations.  Dr. Bush asked for time at the Sheriff and Police annual and/or regional conferences/training events to bring these issues and concerns to the attention of local police and sheriffs.  Mr. Jones and Ms. Schrad readily agreed, so the OCME will begin training law enforcement personnel on infant death investigations and re-enactments.
Confidential Case Review

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of case review.  The Team reviewed six cases where an infant died from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome or Sudden Undetermined Infant Death.  Unsafe sleep arrangements were a factor in many of these deaths.  

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 11, 2011
The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell, Ph.D.
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