Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

March 11, 2011
Draft Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police

Casteel, Tom, Washington County Department of Social Services

Connal, Betty, SIDS Mid-Atlantic
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DeLuca, Steven, Hanover County Emergency Medical Services

DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Ferraro, Mark, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society 
Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health 
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Rhodes, Jennifer, Medical Society of Virginia

Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health
Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Invited Guests:

Kavanaugh, Victoria, Virginia Department of Health
Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  
Announcements and Business:

Team members welcomed Dr. Victoria Kavanaugh, who coordinates maternal mortality review efforts in the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.  Dr. Kavanaugh observed the Team’s process of case review.  
Minutes from the January 7, 2011 meeting were approved as written.  
Team members congratulated Betty Wade Coyle, a 2011 Honoree for the Lewis Hine Award for Service to Children.  Ms. Coyle was recognized for her three decades of work on behalf of children, including participating in the development of Norfolk’s comprehensive model for serving high needs children and helping to create a resource clearinghouse and website, KisPriorityOne.org.

Rita Katzman announced the 2011 Child Abuse Prevention Month Conference, which will be held in Richmond at the Holiday Koger Conference Center on Monday, April 11.  The following link provides additional information:  
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/news/2011/cps_conference.pdf
Betty Connal provided two SIDS Mid-Atlantic safe-sleep related brochures to Team members:  Helping Bereaved Parents:  Do’s and Don’ts and Helping Baby to Sleep Safely.
Betty Wade Coyle announced an upcoming training entitled Infant Death Investigations Training Seminar, to be held in Virginia Beach on Thursday, June 2.  The training is provided by Emergency Services Training Associates and will include information on doll scene re-enactments in co-sleeping and accidental overlaying deaths. 
Virginia Powell reported that, as a result of early findings and concerns raised by the Team about the lack of re-enactments in SIDS/SUIDS cases, the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner has trained all of their death investigators on how to work with families and law enforcement to accomplish re-enactments with dolls.  Such re-enactments can help families to understand the lethality of unsafe sleep and are critical to strong death reviews.  

Virginia Powell announced that the Team’s non-caretaker homicide will be completed in early June of this year.

Virginia Powell announced that she will be rotating out of the position as Coordinator of Child Fatality Review efforts to resume her position as Program Manager and to work on other projects in the OCME.

Child Protective Services Update
Ms. Katzman presented the Child Protective Services’ Report on Fiscal Year 2010 Child Deaths due to Abuse or Neglect in Virginia. The full report is available at the following link:  http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/about/reports/children/cps/all_other/2010/fatalityreport_sfy10.pdf.  Ms. Katzman highlighted the following:  

· Looking over the past ten years the number of deaths and the rate of child deaths per 100,000 were highest in FY2010.  
· Virginia’s rate remains lower than the national rate, but still suggests a troubling trend.
· Rates were highest in the Eastern, Piedmont, and Western areas of the state.  

· Infants remain the most vulnerable for child abuse and neglect related deaths.

· Neglect related deaths were most likely due to lack of supervision while abuse deaths were from shaking injuries.  

· Very disturbing is the finding that roughly one-third of the children had experienced prior abuse or neglect.  

· Strategies for prevention in 2010-2011 include a website on reducing risks for abusive head trauma and/or shaking injuries, recommendations developed by the State Child Fatality Review Team on unsafe sleep related deaths, and improved Child Protective Services assessments by using structured decision-making.  
Confidential Case Review

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of case review.  The Team reviewed eight cases where an infant died from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome or Sudden Undetermined Infant Death.  Unsafe sleep arrangements were a factor in many of these deaths.  

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 13, 2011.
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell, Ph.D.
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