Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

January 11, 2013
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner

Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police
Casteel, Tom, Virginia Department of Social Services

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society
Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health
Rhodes, Jennifer, Medical Society of Virginia
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville
Members Absent:  
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health 
Connal, Betty, SIDS Mid-Atlantic
DeLuca, Steven, Hanover County Emergency Medical Services
Ferraro, Mark, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority
Staff:

Duer, Emma, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Womble, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Emily Womble called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  Ms. Womble informed the Team that due to sickness, some members were missing and one case would be held over until the next meeting date.  She also informed the Team that they are still on schedule to finish current case review in May.
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the November 13, 2012 meeting were approved as written.  

Virginia Powell reminded the Team that current gubernatorial appointments to the Team will expire on June 30, 2013.  On behalf of Dr. Bush, Dr. Powell invited members whose appointments will expire at that time to apply for reappointment.  The Team will begin their recommendations process around that time and Dr. Powell highlighted the importance of continuity to the process and the benefits of retaining members who participated in the case review and discussion process.  Betty Wade Coyle recommended that those members who wish to remain on the Team should visit the Secretary of the Commonwealth’s website and apply for appointment using the new online system.  Ms. Womble will send that website to the Team. 

Financial Disclosure and Statement of Economic Interest forms are not going through the OCME this year.  Team members should have received an email from the Secretary of the Commonwealth with instructions for completing the required information online. 
Child Protective Services Update 
Dr. Powell provided an update on the planning of the regional child fatality review team conference, which will be held April 30-May 2, 2013.  In October 2011, the State Board of Social Services mandated the formation of regional child fatality review teams in all VDSS regions.  Teams were to begin reviewing cases in March 2012 with completion of case review and recommendations by the end of 2012 and by statute the OCME and State Child Fatality Review Team provide training and technical assistance to these teams.  Now that the first year is completed, VDSS, VDH and the Department of Criminal Justice Services are sponsoring a conference for these teams to further skill development, including meeting facilitation, case review, data collection, and developing recommendations.  Teri Covington, Director of the National Center for the Review and Prevention of Child Deaths, will be in attendance to provide further technical assistance and Betty Wade Coyle will be presenting about getting the message out in the form of reports, social media and press releases.  On the second day of the conference, there will be a mock case review and Dr. Powell invited Team members to attend this portion to demonstrate effective case review.  Mary Wilson informed the Team that the location will likely be Chesterfield.  Team members are invited to attend all or part of this conference.
Team Planning for the Next Review

Ms. Womble presented data on the suggested topics of poisoning, drowning and suicides as possible topics for the Team’s next review.  After some discussion of possible recommendations likely to be drawn from each review and opportunities for prevention, the Team recommended a full review of poisoning deaths and a shorter surveillance of drowning.  The Team recommended reviewing deaths from 2008-2012 and requested a toxicologist be invited to educate Team members on the types of drugs and substances seen in these deaths.
Betty Wade Coyle showed the Team a video, Safe Sleep Practices, produced by Eastern Virginia Medical School, in consultation with the Safe Sleep for Babies Hampton Roads Task Force.  The video was released on January 10, 2013 as a public service for safe sleep education.  Team members are encouraged to distribute and use the video and the Perinatal Regional Council, Region 5, will be tracking distribution.  Ms. Womble will send the link to the Team.

Confidential Case Review

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of recommendations and case review.  The Team reviewed seven cases where an infant died from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome or Sudden Undetermined Infant Death.  Unsafe sleep arrangements were a factor in many of these deaths.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 8, 2013.
The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Emily Womble.
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