Virginia Department of Health
Alternative Onsite Sewage System Emergency Regulations Ad Hoc Committee
Scoping Statement
Nearly one in four households in the United States depends on an individual septic (onsite) system (referred to as an onsite system) or small community cluster system to treat wastewater. In far too many cases, these systems are installed and largely forgotten - until problems arise. EPA concluded in its 1997 Report to Congress that "adequately managed decentralized wastewater systems are a cost-effective and long-term option for meeting public health and water quality goals, particularly in less densely populated areas." The difference between failure and success is the implementation of an effective wastewater management program. Such a program, if properly executed, can protect public health, preserve valuable water resources, and maintain economic vitality in a community. - U.S. EPA (http://cfpub.epa.gov/owm/septic/index.cfm) 
Legislation approved in 2009 (Acts of Assembly, 2009, Ch. 220) requires the Board of Health to promulgate emergency regulations to establish performance requirements and horizontal setbacks necessary to protect public health and the environment for alternative onsite sewage systems.  The regulations, which must go into effect no later than April 6, 2010, must also contain operation and maintenance requirements for alternative onsite sewage systems.  

The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) has contracted with the Institute for Environmental Negotiation to facilitate a series of stakeholder meetings to seek input for the emergency regulations.  VDH is seeking recommendations from this stakeholder group in the following subject areas:

1.      Horizontal setbacks necessary to protect public health and the environment

2.      Performance requirements necessary to protect public health and the environment, and

3.      Operation and maintenance requirements consistent with the requirements for alternative onsite sewage systems contained at § 32.1-164 of the Code of Virginia. 
VDH will utilize the consensus recommendations of this group, in conjunction with advice of the Sewage Handling and Disposal Advisory Committee, to develop emergency regulations for consideration by the Board of Health.  VDH expects that the emergency regulations will form the central core of the performance and operation and maintenance requirements of permanent regulations which are expected to be in place no later than one year after the effective date of the emergency regulations.  VDH and the Board of Health place a very high value on the work of this group and will give great consideration and weight to its recommendations.  It is important to understand, however, that the Board of Health has the ultimate authority and responsibility for the technical and policy decisions contained in the emergency and final regulations. 

