From: Rebecca Fugitt [mailto:Rebecca.Fugitt@odh.ohio.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2009 10:06 AM

To: Schofield, John (VDH)

Subject: Ohio's sewage program

John,

It was really nice to meet you over the phone yesterday and share sewage program information
(and miseries) between our states! As we discussed, | wanted to send you the links to our
website and information. This link is to the main program page:
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/eh/sewage/sewagel.aspx

This page describes the law and rule process we have gone through and provides links to the 2
reports the legislature required us to prepare. The first report is basic information on systems
used in Ohio and our initial information on system types and costs. The second report is actually
more interesting and was a very large survey of all the data in Ohio related to septic system
failure rates. We pulled data from Ohio EPA 305b and TMDL reports, and then surveyed the
local health districts. That's where we got the shocking news of the 40% discharging systems.
This report also includes updates system costs and types installed.

You may also be interested in our approved systems and components page:
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/eh/sewage/sewmore.aspx

If you scroll down you will see a link to the list of approved pretreatment components and what
standards of treatment they are approved to meet. | have also attached a chart that
summarizes those standards.

Here also is the link to our sewage technical advisory committee - TAC - which has been very
useful process for product approval.
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/eh/sewage/tacl.aspx

By going through the TAC, it does take the heat off of us to do all the approvals and take all the
flack from industry. The key, of course, is truly having technical people who know what to look
at on the TAC, which fortunately, for the most part, we do. The link to the rules on the webpage
is the old 1977 rules which are really awful, but | have attached the past rules we had in place
from 1-1-07 to 7-1-07. We hope to bring a large part of the concepts in this back, but probably
in a simpler format - everyone said the rules were too complicated. If you want to see our
enabling statute - it is Chapter 3718 of the Ohio Revised Code. Here is the link:
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3718. You will see that it mentions that some parts are suspended
until July 1. Itis likely that some changes will be enacted before then and we will have VSD's in
law, they will even more restrict the ability of the local health districts to request and get a more
stringent rule approved by the Director, there will be a few additions to the TAC, and we will
likely have some type of definition of public health nuisance (which will drive when replacement
of systems has to occur) in law (this will be the biggest debate in the new law changes with
members of the legislature).

Good luck with future changes to Virginia's sewage program. Please feel free to call me if you
have any questions or need other information.

Rebecca Fugitt
Program Manager
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