Title of Regulation: 12-VAC 5-613. Emergency Regulations for Alternative Onsite Sewage Systems.
Statutory Authority:  Virginia Code § 32.1-163 et. seq. and Ch. 220, Acts of Assembly, 2009.
Comment Period:  September 29, 2009 through October 28, 2009.

Agency Contact: Allen L. Knapp, Director, Division of Onsite Sewage, Water Supplies, Environmental Engineering, and Marina Programs, 109 Governor Street, 5th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 864-7458, FAX (804) 864-7476, or email allen.knapp@vdh.virginia.gov.

Preamble:  Chapter 220 of the 2009 Acts of Assembly, effective July 1, 2009, states:

2. That the Board shall, within 280 days, adopt regulations establishing performance requirements and horizontal setbacks necessary to protect public health and the environment for alternative systems permitted pursuant to the Board's regulations implementing this chapter.  Such regulations shall include a requirement for a comment period of at least 30 days, pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), and shall contain operation and maintenance requirements consistent with the requirements for alternative onsite sewage systems contained in § 32.1-164 of the Code of Virginia.

Notice:  Dr. Karen Remley, M.D., M.B.A., F.A.A.P., State Health Commissioner, acting on behalf of the Board of Health, has proposed emergency regulations in accordance with Chapter 220 of the 2009 Acts of Assembly.  12 VAC 5-613, the Emergency Regulations for Alternative Onsite Sewage Systems, can be viewed at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/EnvironmentalHealth/Onsite/documents/2009/docs/EmergencyRegulations.doc.  A 30-day comment period begins on September 29, 2009 and ends October 28, 2009.  To obtain a copy of the Emergency Regulations for Alternative Onsite Sewage Systems and to submit comments, contact Allen L. Knapp, Director, Division of Onsite Sewage, Water Supplies, Environmental Engineering, and Marina Programs, 109 Governor Street, 5th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 864-7458, FAX (804) 864-7476, or email allen.knapp@vdh.virginia.gov.  
Following the 30 day comment period the Board of Health will revise the regulations and submit them for executive review in accordance with Virginia Code §2.2-4011.  Following executive review in accordance with the requirements for emergency regulations, the emergency regulations will be filed with the Registrar of Regulations, at which time they will be effective for 12 months, and published in the Virginia Register of Regulations.
