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Interim Procedure to Qualify a
Certified Professional Soil Scientist as an
Authorized Onsite Soil Evaluator (AOSE)

GMP #99

Introduction

Section 32.1-164.G provides that until July 1, 2001, a person holding a certificate as a
Virginia certified professional soil scientist (CPSS) from the Board of Professional Soil
Scientists, who can demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to conduct
an onsite soil evaluation, shall be deemed qualified to be an authorized onsite soil
evaluator (AOSE) upon applieationite the Department. This policy is intended to provide
initial implementation guidance.ondiow an individual can qualify with the Department as
an AOSE.

Application for interim approval asan AOSE until July 1, 2001.

Any CPSS seeking interim approvaltas an /AOSE must file a complete application with
the Divisionfof Onsite Sewage and Water Services(Virginia Department of Health,
Room 117, P.O. Box 2443, Richmond, Virginia 23248). The application shall be on the
form providedgimvAppendix A and shall include:

1. Proofithat he orshe’is a Virginia Certified Professional Soil Scientist, and

2. DocumentationsStppecting the applicant’s’knowledge, skills, and abilities to
competently evaluate soils fomonsite wastewater systéms. This requirement
must be accomplishedsdy submitting the followng items naccordance with
the requirements of this policy:

e Three references;
e Two site evaluations; and
e Two traditional system designs.

Demonstration of knowledge, skills, and abilittes.

An applicant seeking interim certification as an AOSE mustsdemonstrate that he or she
possesses the knowledge, skills and abilities to evaluate site and soil conditions for onsite
sewage systems. The applicant must show that he or she has spent at least 2 of the last 5
years evaluating site and soil conditions for onsite sewage systems in Virginia in
accordance with the Board of Health's Sewage Handling and Disposal Regulations (12
VAC 5-610-10 et seq., the "Regulations™). This is to be accomplished by:

1. Site Evaluations. Providing two complete site evaluation reports (Form CHS
201A and B or an equivalent form containing the same information) from
each of
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two different calendar years within the last five years. The evaluation reports must
have been actually submitted to a local health department in the Commonwealth
in support of an application for a permit, letter, or subdivision approval. The
reports must comply with the minimum requirements of the Regulations for such
reports. A satisfactory report must contain the following required items:

e Soil textures identified using USDA field texture nomenclature;

e Soil colors identified using either the Munsell linguistic color
equivalents or huggvaluepand chroma;

e Property location incldding,the county and Tax Map #, address or other
speeific identifier,

¢'Three profile descriptions establishing a suitable area for a traditional
system;

e Sketch showing property boundari€es;

e Name of the evaluator (must f9e Samefasthe AOSE applicant);

o Sketchshowinggrofile hole locations (le¢ating the site within 107);

e Owner's name, address, and phone number;

e Date of evaluation; and

e The estimated pereolationaate for the propesed absorption system.

2. Other evaluations. A¢@RSSsunable to provide the required seilevaluation
reports may make a written requestgfor awaiver to the req@irementsseontained
in item 1 above and submit otherdocumentation for consideration by the
Division on a case-by-case baSis.

3. System design. Based on the site andgsoil informatien, provided in item 1 or 2
above, the applicant shall complete and submit'an abbreviated system design
for a traditional system that complies with the Sewa@e Handling and Disposal
Regulations. At a minimum, the design shallm€lude the following elements:

e A sketch showing the house, the septic tank, distribution box, and
absorption system;

e The total square footage of absorption area required;

e The number of absorption trenches used,;

e The length and width of the absorption trenches;

e The installation depth of the absorption trenches; and

e The slope over the absorption area.
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References.

Each interim AOSE applicant shall provide three professional references. References
shall be made on a form approved by the Department (see Appendix B). References must
attest to the knowledge, skills, and abilities of an applicant to perform the work necessary
to site and design a system in accordance with the Sewage Handling and Disposal
Regulations and confirm that the applicant has at least two years experience during the
previous five years, conducting'onsite soil evaluations. All references must be from
citizens of the Commonwealth\whefare not related to or employed by the applicant.

VDH employees may providgfreferences at their discretion.

References may be submitted in eitherof two ways. The person making the reference
may mail it to thesBivision using‘the address‘on the reference form. Alternatively, the
reference may befreturned to the applicant for inclusion with their application. In the
latter case, the referencesshould be returneddo the applicant in a sealed enveloped and
enclosed (Unopened) with'the application.

Application revigw.

The Division shall reviewsapplications for certification as@n AOSE4This review shall
include:

An application review to assure the application is complete, and

Verification with the Department of Rfofessional and Occupational Regulations
that the applicant is a certified professionalgoil scientist in Virginia, and

Review of site and soil information and system designs submitted with the
application to confirm compliance with the Sewageddandling and Disposal
Regulations, and

Review of references to assure that the applicant has two years of relevant
experience in the past five years and possesses the necessary knowledge, skills,
and abilities to perform as an AOSE.

If the Division finds that an applicant has failed to submit a complete application or has
failed to demonstrate the required knowledge, skills and abilities, the application for
status as an AOSE shall be denied. The denial letter shall state the reasons for denial and
will be sent by certified mail to the address listed on the application or delivered by hand.
A denial is deemed to be a case decision and may be appealed in accordance with section
12 VAC 5-610-200.A of the Sewage Handling and Disposal Regulations (informal
hearing) and the Administrative Process Act (9.6-14:11). Written requests for a hearing
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must be received within 30 days of receipt of the application denial. The commissioner
will appoint a staff member to hear any informal appeals. All appeals will be held in the
Department of Health Central Office in Richmond, VA.

Certification as an AOSE.

After submitting a complete
knowledge, skills and abili
and issue a statement that au
under this policy will be va

, l@oked or suspended, until July 1, 2001.
The names of individuals author mpartment as AOSEs under this interim
trict

policy will be ed to all local alth departments.

<%

ion and successfully demonstrating the necessary
ision will assign an AOSE identification number
izes the applicant as an AOSE. Authorizations issued



Appendix A

Interim Application for a
Certified Professional Soil Scientist to
Become an Authorized Onsite Soil Evaluator

In accordance with § 32.1-164 of the Code of Virginia and the Department’s policy GMP #99,
this application must be completed and submitted with the requested supporting documentation
and an application fee of $100 (checks only, made payable to the Commonwealth of Virginia) in
order to be considered as an Authorized Onsite Soil Evaluator. If a question is not applicable,

mark “N/A”. All blocks must be com

Name (Last, first, middle

leted. Please type your responses.

Date of Application:

Home Address: (must include a'stre

5) | Business Address

Phone (home): /

Fax:

Drivers License Number:

Are you a Virginia Certified Pr
Scientist? Yes__ No___

Have you spent two years during the pa
years conducting soil evaluations for onsite
systems in Virginia?

Yes  No_

Have you attached three letters of reference

that comply with the requirements of
GMP #99? Yes  No

| certify that the information provided on this application is true. Further, | understand that
providing false or misleading information or suppressing information on this application may
result in denial of my application or the suspension or revocation of my standing as an Authorized
Onsite Soil Evaluator if my application has been approved.

Signed

Date

Applications should be submitted to:

The Division of Onsite Sewage and Water Services
PO Box 2448
1500 E. Main St., Room 117

Richmond, VA 23218. Attention AOSE Application



Appendix B
Authorized Onsite Soil Evaluator
Reference Form

Name (applicant)

Name (of person giving reference)

Address

Address

Phone Number

Phone Number

How many years have you kno Do you attest that the applicant has been
applicant? employed conducting onsite soil evaluations
for at least two of the past five years?
Years known
Yes No

Do you attest that the applicant ha@ What relationship do you have with the
knowledge, skill bilities to wo prlicam that makes you familiar with their

ledge, skills, and abilities?

Signed

Date

Applications may either

sealed in an envelope and returned to the applicant for enclosure with

their application or mailed directly to:

The Division of Onsite Sewage and Water Services

PO Box 2448

1500 E. Main St., Room 117

Richmond, VA 23218. Attention AOSE Reference






