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EMS Advisory Board – Executive Committee 
Glen Allen, Virginia 

Thursday, August 8, 2013  
11:00 AM 

 
Members Present: Members Absent: Staff: Others: 

Gary P. Critzer, Chair  Gary R. Brown Ron Passmore 
 Dale Wagoner, Vice Chair (Excused) Scott Winston Chad Blosser 
Bruce Edwards  Paul Sharpe  
Larry Oliver  George Lindbeck, M.D.  
Gary Samuels  Michael Berg  
Matthew Tatum  Warren Short  
Allen Yee, M.D.    
    

 
Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 
Welcome and Introductions The Chair, Gary Critzer, called the meeting to order at 11AM.   

Ron Passmore, a newly appointed member of the EMS Advisory Board was in attendance; and Mr. 
Critzer had the group introduce themselves. 

 

Approval of the Agenda Mr. Critzer asked the committee to approve the agenda for the meeting.   
Mr. Critzer stated that he had added one item to the agenda in regards to Advance Directives. 

The agenda was approved with the 
one addition. 

Approval of Minutes of 
February 2013 Meeting 

Mr. Critzer asked the committee to approve the minutes from the May 9 Executive Committee Meeting. The May 9 meeting minutes were 
approved as submitted. 

Advance Directives Mr. Critzer explained he was approached by an attorney about Advance Directives related to the 
restraint of patients against their will when they are unable to make decisions. He has been in discussion 
with Mike Berg and Dr. George Lindbeck in regards to this issue.  Mr. Critzer said that the Code 
Section has been changed.  This change can create problems because if a patient has signed over 
Medical Power of Attorney allowing someone else to make medical decisions for them if they cannot 
make decisions on their own when EMS is called there might be a dispute in regards to if the patient is 
mentally sound.    

 

HB1856 Update Mr. Critzer asked OEMS staff and committee groups for a status update on the preparation of their 
report due this fall to the Board of Health in regards to HB1856.   
 
Mr. Brown stated that OEMS has been mandated to present its update on HB1856 to the State Health 
Commissioner by October 16.   
 
OMD Appeals Process- 
Mike Berg said that a subgroup was formed and they have developed a recommended template for the 
OMD Appeals process.  He said that they plan to have a peer review group.  Mr. Berg said that they are 
also including a Dispute/Conflict Resolution session within the ongoing training sessions for OMDs.  
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Disparities in Training / Availability of Training –  
 Warren Short informed the committee that the Training and Certification Committee (TCC) has a 
workgroup looking at disparities in training and the availability of training.  The committee met in May 
and will be meeting again on Monday, August 12.  The Workgroup will report their findings and 
conclusion to TCC.  The Workgroup is contemplating doing a survey.  Mr. Short said that the 
Workgroup will have a heavy workload over the coming weeks in order to meet the October deadline 
for submitting the report to the State Health Commissioner. 
 
Mr. Critzer said that since the report is due to the Commissioner on October 16, and the State EMS 
Advisory Board does not meet again on November, he suggests that they ask the full EMS Advisory 
Board on Friday to give the Executive Committee authority and permission to review the report and 
give its approval on behalf of the full State EMS Advisory Board. 
 
Test Waiver Component – 
Warren Short reported they have completed final test on the programming to make sure it works.  Mike 
Berg reported that the fast track legislative packet has been submitted.  He said the packet has been 
approved by the Attorney General’s Office.  It now will be signed by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Resources and then it will go to the Governor’s Office for his signature.  Mr. Berg said the 
Health Department has published a tentative September effective date. 
 
Dr. Yee said for the OMD Appeals process, some of the draft documents refer to a panel, and he wanted 
to know if the process will include an indemnification clause for panel members.   He asked what 
assurances they would have against liability.  Mr. Critzer suggested that perhaps this could be brought 
forth to the General Assembly, asking if the panel is created will panel members have immunity. 
 
BLS Template –  
Dr. Lindbeck said that the BLS Template was assigned to the Medical Direction Committee.  He said 
that the last MDC meeting was canceled.  Therefore, the Workgroup’s product will be sent out to the 
committee so that they can review it online.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Critzer will ask the full State 
EMS Advisory Board for approval to 
allow the Executive Committee to 
meet, review, and give their approval 
to the HB 1856 Report prior to it 
being sent to the State Health 
Commissioner. 
 
The Executive Committee will hold a 
special call meeting on Thursday, 
October 10 at 3PM to review and 
give approval to the HB1856 Report. 

Board of Health Seat Update Mr. Critzer reported that they have not heard back from the Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Office in 
regards to the Board of Health seat appointment.  He said that it is possible that the appointment will not 
be made before the next Administration take office. 
 
Nominating Committee – 
Mr. Critzer said that appointments to the Nominating Committee will be on the agenda for the full 
Board meeting on tomorrow.  Mr. Critzer said that if it is the will of the Executive Committee, he is 
willing to Chair the State EMS Advisory Board next year, if he gets nominated.  The Executive 
Committee was in full support of Mr. Critzer serving as Chair again next year. 
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Mr. Critzer also asked the Coordinators if they were still interested in being a Coordinator next year.  
He said he felt they had a good working group and that is very important when trying to meet goals and 
make progress.  Mr. Critzer also encouraged anyone interested in looking to move up towards the Chair 
position in the future to make that known. 

EMS Plan and Needs 
Assessment Update 

State EMS Plan- 
Scott Winston said that the proposed EMS Plan can be found in the Quarterly Report, Appendix D.  The 
draft incorporates suggested changes from OEMS staff and information obtained from templates given 
to the standing committees of the State EMS Advisory Board. 
 
The Plan will be submitted to the State EMS Advisory Board on Friday.  The Plan will also be posted 
on the OEMS website and distributed to the key stakeholders group.  They will request public comment 
for the next 60 days.  The Plan will be resubmitted to the full State EMS Advisory Board in November 
for a final vote.   
 
The Board of Health meets in December, and they hope to get the Plan approved by the State EMS 
Advisory Board in November, and put on the agenda for the Board of Health in December.  Mr. 
Winston stated that if there are extensive comments from the public that requires major changes to the 
Plan this timeline may change, and the presentation of the Plan to the Board of Health may be moved to 
the Board of Health meeting that will be held in March or April 2014. 
 
Needs Assessment –  
Mr. Winston reported that they have compiled all the raw data from the Needs Assessment.  He said that 
Carol Pugh from the Office of EMS has put together pivot tables that allow them to take the raw data 
and look at it in several different ways, such as by region and comparing by regions. 
 
Mr. Winston said he wants to restructure some of the questions before sending out another survey. 
 
Mr. Winston said he has also been working with the Virginia Heart Attack Coalition to put together a 
targeted survey on 12 Leads that will come out sometime this fall.  He said he doesn’t want to flood the 
agencies with too much information at one time, and he will discuss in the Legislative and Planning 
Committee the best plan for proceeding with another comprehensive Needs Assessment survey.  

 

VPHIB Users Group Mr. Critzer said they have successfully solicited a group of individuals to serve on the VPHIB Users 
Group but did not find a good time to meet during the summer months.  They plan to find a date in early 
fall, probably in September, to get the group together and start building a network. 
 
Paul Sharpe gave the group an update on some upcoming events regarding the data collection activities.  
He said on September 11, they are starting a webinar type of town hall meeting, which will be held each 
month.  It will show people what resources are available, introduce them to the lingo, give them a 
general education and offer a question and answer portion. 

 
 
 
 
Mr. Sharpe said he will put out an 
email blast confirming the date and 
time for the webinars.   
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New Initiative for Toughbooks, Etc. – 
Mr. Brown reported that OEMS is planning to offer another special initiative to support agencies in 
purchasing the new generation of toughbooks, notebooks, tablets, etc. Mr. Brown said that Paul Sharpe 
is putting together a brief survey, which will be sent out to the agencies to inquire what type of 
equipment they desire.  Mr. Brown said this will be a special RSAF initiative, and agencies can apply 
for funding. 
 
Paul Sharpe urged the committee to encourage their constituents to complete the survey.  He explained 
that they realize some people are gravitating towards tablets, and some other IT product types.  OEMS 
wants to know people’s preferences, as well as to make sure they purchase the most productive devices 
and spend their monies wisely. 

Community Paramedicine Mr. Brown explained that this is a subject that is being discussed nationally and at NASEMSO 
meetings.  Mr. Brown referenced a phone call Mike Berg received demanding him to shut down a 
couple of community paramedicine programs.  Mr. Berg explained that he did not have authority to take 
such an action.   
 
Mr. Brown will be meeting later in the day with Eric Bodine, the Director of Licensure and Certification 
for VDH, along with Dr. Lindbeck, Mike Berg, Scott Winston, and Warren Short.  Mr. Brown said he 
wants to begin dialogue in regards to what is and is not regulated, what EMS needs to know, and 
whether OEMS should have a role in the regulation of community paramedicine.    

 

Drug Diversions Mike Berg addressed the committee explaining regulations require agencies to notify OEMS of drug 
diversions.  He said that recently there have been quite a few cases of drug diversions in various areas of 
the Commonwealth.  Mr. Berg said it is his understanding that the Regional EMS Council Executive 
Directors group will discuss in their meeting later today the possibility of creating a workgroup or task 
force to come up with some ideas of what the Office of EMS and EMS community can do to educate 
the agencies about this problem.   

 

Schedule of Advisory Board 
Meetings 

The schedule has been set for 2014 State EMS Advisory Board meetings.  Currently, they are scheduled 
for: 
Thursday and Friday, February 6 and 7, 2014; Thursday and Friday, May 8 and 9, 2014; Thursday and 
Friday, August 7 and 8, 2014 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Glen Allen; and Wednesday, November 5, 
2014 at the Virginia EMS Symposium in Norfolk. 
 
Gary Brown asked the group if they wanted to keep the schedule they have or if they maybe should 
change some of the dates around.  He asked if they current schedule works or if they want to change 
some of the meeting dates. 

Mr. Critzer suggested that this 
could be discussed at the October 
meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   None  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS   None  
NEW BUSINESS   Mr. Critzer acknowledged a reception was held at the Governor’s Mansion for the Fire and EMS 

Memorial and a service was held the next day at the Richmond Raceway.  He said it is a good start to 
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hopefully a bigger and better service and program in the future. 
 
State EMS Advisory Board Bylaws – 
Mr. Edwards pointed out it has been three years since the last Bylaws were approved.  He thinks it 
might be time to appoint another committee to review the Bylaws. 

Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 12:52 PM  
 
 
  


