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I knew better.

_We rolled out and on down the highway, passing by the
police fort with a six-story guard tower and a few random

vehicles in its sand-covered parking lot. Otherwise it A

appeared empty. Just before we merged with the main high-
way, I glanced to the left and saw the frame of what looked
like a U.S. military Humvee, stripped silver and nearly
melted into the tarmac of the highway. I found out later from

a former Army Ranger medic who had been at the ambush |

tP}at the level-six fully armored civilian Hummer had been
hit by an RPG. The armor would withstand an RPG but
not the windows, and that’s where the round hit. This was

164

looked in the 1

ite. Just inter-

1k on this.” I 4

your people.

Catering to Fallujah

probably an armor-piercing, rocket-propelled grenade with
a five-pound shaped warhead that shot a molten jet upon
impact, burning through the bulletproof glass and scorching
all four men—killing two and severely wounding the others.
The molten jet’s complete force and heat were contained
inside the armored Hummer, with the only exit for the explo-
sion the six-inch-wide grenade entry hole.

The partially melted remnant was a security vehicle for
the last convoy that had set out to supply the Iragis fighting
in Fallujah. As the convoy of fifteen or so supply trucks—
with three contractor security vehicles and their USMC
escort—passed by two villages set back about two hundred
yards from the road, an insurgent launched an RPG at the
lead Hummer. The consequent explosion stopped the con-
voy, and security dismounted to help the injured. The other
vehicles should have kept moving, escaping the kill zone as
quickly as possible, because thirty to forty insurgents then
opened up on the halted column with automatic rifle fire. An
American security company, EODT, had some well-trained
ex-military troopers; and they gave as good as they got, if not
better. Plenty of targets had been running along the roof line
of the villages shooting at the supply trucks; but a marine
major who happened to be with the escort unit kept shout-
ing, “Don’t shoot! Don’t shoot! You might hit civilians!”—as
if anyone in the middle of a preplanned ambush was an inno-
cent bystander. What was left of an armored car on the side
of the road, destroyed in that ambush, ran the subcontractors
off and was the reason why no one was supplying EFIC.

I didn’t have time to think about all that, as we zipped
along the empty highway, but I knew there had to be a bet-
ter way. I didn’t want to end up like the EODT Hummer.
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Loss of a Close Friend or Family Member
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Fetal abdominal wall
Amniotic flud
Amniotic sac
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Mason Finley
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The firefighter worked in
24-hour shifts. Every time he
was dispatched to a call that
involved a baby or a little
boy, Lt. John Watt would
get on the phone afterward
and ask his wife, Connie, to
put their newborn son on
the phone. If the baby was
sleeping, John would ask
Connie to wake him up. He
just needed to hear his child
laugh, cry or even breathe so
he could feel better and
finish his shift. The request
did not always go over well
with a sleep-deprived new
mother, but she’d dutifully
wake the boy and press the
phone to his face.

Even then, the ritual
seemed ridiculous. How can
you worry about a Mack
Truck? Long before J.J. Watt
was destroying quarterbacks,
before his leviathan arms

were slapping down passes
and redefining what a
defensive lineman can do, he
was wreaking havoc on
Connie. He grew so big in
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