
MODULE 5: 
MULTIPATIENT MEDICAL
TRANSPORT VEHICLESTRANSPORT VEHICLES
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OBJECTIVESOBJECTIVES
• Define Multipatient Medical TransportDefine Multipatient Medical Transport 

(MPMT) vehicles. 
• Describe types and function of MPMTDescribe types and function of MPMT 

vehicles.
• List federal guidance for deployment ofList federal guidance for deployment of 

MPMT vehicles.
• Describe alternatives to MPMT vehiclesDescribe alternatives to MPMT vehicles.
• Discuss possible sources of funding for 

MPMT vehicles.MPMT vehicles.
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PURPOSEPURPOSE
• Increase in major Emergency Medical ServicesIncrease in major Emergency Medical Services 

(EMS) responses in urban areas with incredibly 
dense populations necessitates alternative 
transportation. 

• Ability to transport multiple patients.
Current fluid deployment/system status• Current fluid deployment/system status 
management does not allow for excess response 
capacity in case of sudden surge of patientscapacity in case of sudden surge of patients.

• MPMT vehicles are known in many jurisdictions 
as Medical Ambulance Buses (MABs).( )
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PRIMARY FUNCTIONSPRIMARY FUNCTIONS
MPMT hi l d i il f• MPMT vehicles used primarily for: 
– Basic life support (BLS).

Evacuation– Evacuation.
– Transportation services.
– Importing personnel and/or equipment orImporting personnel and/or equipment or 

supplies into the area of need.
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ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONSADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS
Additi l f ti f MPMT hi l• Additional functions of MPMT vehicles:
– Surge capacity.

Help with patient overflow– Help with patient overflow.
– Emergency patient housing.
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TYPES OF MPMT VEHICLESTYPES OF MPMT VEHICLES

CAPACITY FUNCTION PERSONNEL EQUIPMENT

Minimum of 10 Basic medical Driver: Oxygen and

TYPE 1

Minimum of 10 
seated patients 
and one wheeled 
ambulance cot

Basic medical 
transportation 
during large-
scale 
evacuation

Driver: 
Possess license 
and be certified 
as an 
emergency

Oxygen and 
compressed air

Minimum 
equipment andevacuation

BLS

emergency 
medical 
technician 
(EMT)

equipment and 
supplies 
commensurate 
with mission

TYPE 2 Minimum of 10 
seated patients

Emergency 
Medical Staff:
Specific to 
mission

Personal 
protective 
equipment 
(PPE)

TYPE 3 Minimum of six 
seated patients
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MPMT VEHICLE FEATURESMPMT VEHICLE FEATURES
Removable Ramp Attendant Seats

Adj t bl Lit

Removable Ramp Attendant Seats

Adjustable Liter 
Flow Valves

Removable Stretchers
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NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM RESOURCE DEFINITION FOR 

MPMT VEHICLES
• The National Incident Management SystemThe National Incident Management System 

(NIMS) resource definition for MPMT 
vehicle operation includes:vehicle operation includes:
– Security, fuel, vehicle maintenance support, 

transportation, food, and rest facilities by p , , y
requesting jurisdiction, barring other 
arrangements.

– Additional staff.
– Ground safety assurance and traffic control.

Minimum medical transportation resources– Minimum medical transportation resources 
needed.
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ALTERNATIVE MPMT 
TRANSPORTATION

School Buses Private Buses

AlternativeAlternative 
MPMT 

Vehicles
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AMBUBUS CONVERSION KITAMBUBUS CONVERSION KIT 
• Quickly and easily retrofits Q y y

school/Metro buses into mass 
casualty transport vehicles.

• Capable of transporting up to• Capable of transporting up to 
18 stretcher-bound patients 
when majority of bus seats 
are removed.

• Makes mass evacuation of 
nonambulatory people y p p
efficient, effective, affordable 
and simple.
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Where and how do youWhere and how do you 
get buses in your 
jurisdiction?jurisdiction? 

How long does it takeHow long does it take 
and are there any times 
that they arethat they are 
unavailable?
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POSSIBLE SOURCES OF 
FUNDINGFUNDING

• Homeland Security Grant Program• Homeland Security Grant Program 
(HSGP):

Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI)– Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI).
– Metropolitan Medical Response System 

(MMRS).( )
• State Emergency Response Commission 

(SERC).( )
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SUMMARYSUMMARY
D fi MPMT hi l• Define MPMT vehicles. 

• Describe types and function of MPMT 
hi lvehicles.

• List federal guidance for deployment of 
MPMT hi lMPMT vehicles.

• Describe alternatives to MPMT vehicles.
Di ibl f f di f• Discuss possible sources of funding for 
MPMT vehicles.
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