
“Ready Responders Make Communities Stronger”  
 
During a response to a catastrophic event, communities look to their first responders as a source of 
hope and security. As the first people on the scene, these services get the community back on the 
path to recovery. However, as community members themselves with families and homes, they are 
just as vulnerable to disasters as everyone else. It is critical that responders prepare themselves for 
the effects of a disaster so that when duty calls, they will be able to rise to the occasion and perform 
their duties. Ready Responders make communities stronger, and the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s (FEMA) Ready Campaign has developed the Ready Responder Toolkit to help prepare 
responders and their families for the challenges they will face during a disaster response.  
 
The Campaign would like to make an emergency preparedness resolution easy to keep by providing 
the tools and resources needed to take the three important steps: get a kit, make a plan, and be 
informed about the different types of emergencies that could occur in your area and their appropriate 
responses. Responders will benefit from these steps just as everyone else in the community will.  
 
Floods, winter storms, wildfires, and earthquakes—no matter what Mother Nature has in store, 
preparing ahead of time can mitigate her nastier surprises, speed recovery, and reduce losses—not to 
mention regrets. By following the Ready Campaign’s three steps, preparing for an emergency can be 
a simple and realistic resolution you can keep all year long. You and your family can update or 
initiate your own emergency preparedness plan, build your own emergency supply kit, and be ready 
for winter storms, spring nor’easters or summer power outages.  
 
Basic services, such as electricity, gas, water, sewage treatment, and telephones, may be cut off for 
days, or even a week or longer, so it’s important to have supplies on hand. In addition, your family 
may not be together when an emergency happens, so it is important to plan in advance: how you will 
contact one another; how you will get back together; and what you will do in different situations.  
 

Emergencies will happen, but taking action now can help responders to better provide essential 
services when duty calls. Preparedness is contagious, and responders set the example for the rest of 
the community. Ready responders make communities stronger.  This information and free 
preparedness resources, such as a Family Emergency Plan template and an Emergency Supply Kit 
lists can be found at www.ready.gov/responder , www.ready.gov   or  www.Listo.gov. 


