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TORNADO[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Many thanks to the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control for sharing its disaster preparation materials.] 


RESPONSE: TORNADO

Note that most tornados occur between 3 and 9 pm and peak tornado occurrence in the southern states is March through May. The average tornado lasts 8-10 seconds.
a. All staff need to know the difference between a Tornado Watch (conditions are favorable for the development of a tornado) and Tornado Warning (a tornado has been sighted or indicated by radar).
b. Remain calm and in protective posture until declared safe by public authorities.
c. Assess injuries and damages suffered by patients/residents, the facility, and utilities as soon as the tornado danger has passed. Compile injury and damage reports at the command post.

TORNADO WATCH
	Date Completed
	Initials
	Items

	
	
	NOAA weather radio on alert to receive statements, watches or warnings issued by the National Weather Service

	
	
	Residents and assigned staff inside facility and accounted for

	
	
	Local radio and/or television station on to receive continuous weather information

	
	
	Outdoors and indoors checked for any objects that could become projectiles in high winds (outdoors- lawn furniture, grills, potted plants, rakes, tools, etc.; indoors- drinking glasses, metal trays, etc.)

	
	
	Windows and exterior doors tightly close

	
	
	Supply of flashlights and extra batteries readily available.



TORNADO WARNING
	Date Completed
	Initials
	Items

	
	
	NOAA weather radio on alert to receive statements, watches or warnings issued by the National Weather Service

	
	
	Patients/residents moved to central hall away from windows (other potential areas-basement, first floor interior hallways, restrooms or other enclosed small areas)

	
	
	Restrooms or vacant rooms checked for visitors or stranded residents and escort to shelter area.

	
	
	Doors to patient/resident rooms shut after residents are removed.

	
	
	Mattresses and/or blankets provided to patients/residents to reduce injury from flying debris.

	
	
	Staff and ambulatory patients/residents instructed to take position of greatest safety: crouch down on knees with head down and hands locked at back of neck or protect head/body with pillows or mattress.

	
	
	Electricity, water and fuel lines shut off, if time permits.






