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The IHCS course in an intensive, 40-hour course in community and medical interpretation.  It is designed for bilingual individuals, and is taught in English for multi-lingual groups.

The first 3 days of training focus on interpreting modes and techniques, rules, etiquette and codes of interpreting.  There are role-playing exercises throughout training to ensure that all candidates will be able to take on any interpreting situation.  The last 2 days of training are medical days which focus on human anatomy and physiology, the US Healthcare System and further role-playing scenarios.  This ensures that all candidates have basic medical knowledge, necessary medical terminology and understanding of the healthcare system in this country.

There are tests throughout the training to make sure all candidates are keeping up with the information.
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In order to qualify for the IHCS training, all candidates are required to undergo and pass the Language Proficiency Prescreening  process. Prescreening examines an individual's fluency in English and their target languages, their ability to transmit a message accurately from one language into another, and their familiarity with common and necessary vocabulary.  

Prescreening is conducted over the phone and takes about 30 minutes to complete.  The cost for the administration and evaluation of the prescreening process is $75.

It is highly recommended that you undergo prescreening at least 3 weeks before the first day of training, so that there will be enough time to process and report the results.  After passing the Language Proficiency Prescreening process, you will be eligible to register for the training.


	[bookmark: Date]
Dates of 2012 IHCS Training

July 20, July 27, August 3,
August 10, August 17, 2012
____________________________________________________________

Training is an all-day event from 9:00am to 5:00pm.

Location

Northern Virginia Area Health Center
11815 Fountain Way, City Center One Suite 300
Newport News, Virginia   23601
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A grant for $550.00 to be applied to the cost of training maybe available to you from the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) if you:

1. Are a Virginia State resident
1. Have passed the NV AHEC Language Proficiency Prescreening
1. Willing to perform 40 hours of Volunteer Interpreting Services following the completion of training

Grant funds are limited, so apply as soon as possible. The grant application process can take up to 30 days to complete.
If you are applying for grant funds, you may not register for training until you have been approved by VDH.

For more information about the VDH Grant, the requirements and the application process, please visit the VDH Interpreter Training Grant webpage 
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