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VDH Receives Increase Grant Funding from Medicare Rural Hospital Flexibility Program

The VDH Office of Health Policy and Planning, received notice that this year’s grant award will be $352,000.  This represents an increase of 50% over the prior two years’ funding, and the largest award ever received by OHPP for this program.  These grant funds are intended to assist financially troubled rural hospitals, particularly those that are eligible to convert to Critical Access Hospitals, and to work collaboratively with rural communities to develop and improve rural health networks, quality of care, and emergency medical services.   
Office of Health Policy and Office of Family Health Services Participates in AHRQ—Sponsored Program on Health Care Disparities

On September 15-17, the Agency for Health Care Research and Quality (AHRQ) sponsored a workshop in New Orleans to help State officials address the inequalities in health care affecting racial and ethnic populations.  A group of VDH employees from the Office of Health Policy and Planning and the Office of Family Health Services, participated in the event which was titled “Development of State Specific Action Steps”.

The workshop objectives were to enable State officials (i) to develop a better understanding of the nature and extent of health care disparities, (ii) to hear about recent, useful research findings and analyses in this area, (iii) to learn about promising programmatic and policy approaches being pursued by other states and (iv) to share practical strategies with state leaders to develop the necessary support to address these health care disparities.

The 20 teams were given an overview of the first annual “National Health Care Disparities Report” which will be released to the public within a few weeks.  AHRQ will prepare findings on how Virginia compares with other states.

Office of Health Policy and Planning Receives Continuation Fund for National Health Service Corps—Virginia Loan Repayment Program

The Office of Health Policy and Planning (OHPP) has received continuation funding for $150,000 in federal funds for the National Service Corps—Virginia Loan Repayment Program (NHSC-SLRP) grant.  This represents level funding with last year’s award.  This grant must be matched with state fund on a $1 for $1 basis.  VDH has appropriation in the scholarship program to meet this requirement.  The NHSC-SLRP helps primary care physicians, psychiatrists, physician assistants, and nurse practitioners repay their educational loans in exchange for service at a practice site in a designated Primary Care or Mental Health Professional Shortage Area.  The practice site must be a public or non-profit entity, accept Medicaid and Medicare, and offer sliding scale fees for clients unable to pay for services.  It is anticipated that OHPP will be able to admit six new recipients to the NHSC-SLRP this fiscal year.

VDH Office of Health Policy and Planning Places Health Care Providers in Underserved Areas Utilizing J-1 Visa Waiver Program

The Virginia Department of Health, Office of Health Policy and Planning (OHPP) acts as an interested party in the Conrad 30-J-1 Waiver process.  The J-1 Visa waiver enables international medical graduates to remain in the United States following completion of their residency, provided that they work in a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA).  Without the waiver, these graduates have to return to their home country for at least two years.  The OHPP places J-1’s in underserved areas so that people who do not have access to medical care may be provided medical services.  

Over the past several months, OHPP received four J-1 Waiver requests.  The OHPP reviewed the requests and issued letters of support.  The United States Department of State (DOS) notified the OHPP that it found that it was in the public interest to grant waivers for each submission.  J-1 Visa waivers were granted for the following:



	Physician
	Specialty
	Location

	Dr. Deepti Kudyadi
	Internal Medicine
	Pennington, VA

	Dr. Mukul Khurana
	Internal Medicine
	New Canton, VA

	Dr. Haya Siddiqu
	Family Practice
	Lebanon, VA

	Dr. Pankaj Kumar
	Pediatrics
	Boydton, VA


Each physician will provide medical services within a HPSA for minimum of three years.  

Designation of State Prisons as Facilities with Shortages of Health Professional 

The Office of Health Policy & Planning (OHPP) has received notification from the Shortage Designation Branch of the federal Health Resources and Services Administration that the following State prisons have been approved for health shortage designations as indicated in the table:

	Name of Prison
	Approved for Shortage Designation in 

	
	Primary Care
	Mental 

Health
	Dental Health

	Coffeewood Correctional Center
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Deep Meadow Correctional Center
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	Indian Creek Correctional Center
	N/A
	Yes
	N/A

	James River Correctional Center
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Powhatan Correctional Center
	N/A
	Yes
	N/A

	Southampton Correctional Center
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	St. Brides Correctional Center
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	Sussex I State Prison
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	Sussex II State Prison
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


These are 9 of the 24 state prisons for which the OHPP had submitted applications in May and July 2003.  The applications for the remaining 15 prisons are under review at the SDB.  The SDB approved each of the prisons the OHPP had determined to be eligible for designations (i.e., a 100% approval rate).

The OHPP has also received notification from the SDB that the following areas have been approved for continued designations or redesignations:

· The Combined Area Consisting of Hardy District in Isle of Wight County and Berlin and Ivor District in Southampton County has been approved for redesignation as a primary care HPSA.

· The Combined Area Consisting of Census Tracts 651, 653 654, 655, and 756 in the City of Suffolk has been approved for redesignation as a primary care HPSA.

· The Southside Planning District Consisting of Brunswick, Halifax, and Mecklenburg Counties has been approved for redesignation as a mental HPSA.

HPSA designations are generally reviewed every three years.  Continued designations of areas as HPSAs allow the areas to maintain the eligibility to recruit National Health Service Corps (NHSC) scholars or loan repayors who have obligations to serve in areas with shortages of health professionals.  Alternatively, health professionals already employed in areas that obtain such redesignations can continue their participation in the NHSC loan repayment program.  In addition, areas approved for continued designations can maintain their eligibility to fill the need for health professionals by recruiting foreign-trained health professionals who are eligible to participate in the J-1 Visa waiver program.  Areas approved for continued designations also maintain their eligibility to apply for specific federal, state, or foundation funding.

Director of OHPP Interviewed by Media Concerning Rural Health Plan
On Sunday, September 14th, the Director of the VDH Office of Health Policy and Planning and the Executive Director of the Virginia Rural Health Association were interviewed by Health Reporter Joy Sutton of Channel WDBJ7, the CBS affiliated in Roanoke regarding the upcoming Rural Health Plan public meetings.  The taping aired Monday morning, September 15th at 7:00 a.m.(

VDH Staff Presents to Virginia State Legislative Black Caucus Foundation

Rene Cabral-Daniels, Director of the VDH Office of Health Policy and Planning presented a speech on August 27 at the Virginia State Legislative Black Caucus Foundation’s Labor Day Weekend Conference entitled, “Leading to New and Bold Endeavors.”  She was a panel member of a conference workshop focused on addressing gaps in health care.

VDH Hosts Delegation of African Health Officials

On July 22, for the second year in a row, VDH played host to several health officials from West African nations.  Members of this year’s delegation were from Mali and Burkina—Faso.  VDH staff from throughout the agency, including community health services, epidemiology, family health services, health policy, drinking water, wastewater engineering emergency medical services, and the chief medical examiner, made presentations.  Margot Fritts, with the VDH Office of Health Policy and Planning, even delivered her presentation in French, the delegation’s native language.  The Institute for Global Training, which sponsored the delegation, greatly enjoyed and appreciated the presentations, and would like to bring a new group of health officials to VDH next Spring. (
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Changing Faces of Our Community:


Improving the Health Care of Migrant and Seasonal Farm Workers


November 12, 2003


8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.





Natural Bridge Inn and Conference Center


Natural Bridge, VA





Join your colleagues from across the Commonwealth to explore various health care issues and policies that affect the health care of Virginia’s Migrant and Seasonal Farm Workers.


Roberto Dansie, PhD, our keynote speaker and nationally known cultural competency consultant, will kick off the conference with his own unique style that will leave you excited and ready for the day’s agenda!





This conference will also feature sessions on





Clinical Orientation to Migrant/Seasonal Farm Worker Health Issues


Medicaid Reciprocity and Portability 


Environmental Health


Access to Health:  Workers’ Rights, Civil Issues, and Issues Surrounding Interpretation





Who should attend?  Health care professionals and administrators; local and state government human service agencies; organizations that work with or represent migrant/seasonal farm workers; migrant/seasonal farm workers area councils; migrant/seasonal farm workers; and everyone who has an interest in improving the health care of migrant and seasonal farm workers in Virginia.





To register: Please use the attached �HYPERLINK "http://vdhweb/primcare/Newsletter/2003Registration.pdf"��registration form� for the Virginia Rural Health Association’s Annual Fall Conference.  Please note that you do not have to register for the VRHA conference in order to attend the Migrant and Seasonal Farm Worker Conference.  The cost of the conference is $25/professionals and $20/students.  After October 15th, the fee increases to $35/professionals and $30/students.





Lodging reservations can be made at the Natural Bridge Inn and Conference Center on-line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalbridgeva.com" ��www.naturalbridgeva.com� or by calling 1-800-533-1410.





For more information about the conference, please call Rebecca Davis, Virginia Rural Health Association at  (540) 375-6563; Andrea Arthur, Virginia Primary Care Association, (804) 378-8801, ext. 14; or Rene Cabral-Daniels, Virginia Dept. of Health Office of Health Policy and Planning at (804) 786-4891.





Click the following link for the conference agenda:


�HYPERLINK "http://vdhweb/primcare/Newsletter/MHC Agenda.doc"��CONFERENCE AGENDA� 








Sponsored by:  Virginia Dept. of Health Office of Health Policy and Planning, �Virginia Primary Care Association, Virginia Rural Health Resource Center, and 


the Virginia Rural Health Association





***





2003 Annual VRHA Conference�November 13-14, 2003�Natural Bridge Inn & Conference Center�Natural Bridge, Virginia�For a conference brochure, click �HYPERLINK "http://vdhweb/primcare/Newsletter/VRHA2003.pdf"��here��For registration materials, click �HYPERLINK "http://vdhweb/primcare/Newsletter/2003Registration.pdf"��here��For the tentative agenda, click �HYPERLINK "http://vdhweb/primcare/Newsletter/2003Agenda.pdf"��here�





For more information visit the Virginia Rural Health Resource Center website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.vrhrc.org" ��www.vrhrc.org� or contact Rebecca Davis at (540) 375-6562 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:redavis@vrhrc.org" ��redavis@vrhrc.org� .











OHPP Receives State Planning Grant from U.S. Department of Health and Human Service


OHPP


The VDH Office of Health Policy and Planning has received $969,729 in grant funding from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to support the development of plans to provide affordable health insurance for uninsured Virginians.  The grant will first involve a study to identify uninsured residents and the reasons why they are uninsured.  Then this information will be used to determine the most effective ways to provide high quality, affordable health insurance.


VDH’s partner organizations in securing and utilizing the grant funding include Virginia’s academic medical centers, safety net providers, such as the Virginia Primary Care Association and the Virginia Association of Free Clinic, the Virginia Chamber of Commerce, Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association, The Medical Society of Virginia, Virginia Health Care Foundation, Virginia Rural Health Association, Virginia Quality Healthcare Network and faith-based community organizations.


Nearly 15 percent of all Virginians are uninsured, and most work full-time.  Nationally, more than 40 million Americans lack health insurance.





OHPP Collaborates with the Virginia Rural Health Association to Host Public Hearings


OHPP staff collaborated with the Virginia Rural Health Association to host two public hearings on the                                                                                              


State Rural Health Plan recently.  On October 1, the meeting was held in Tappahannock, and on October 7, another meeting was held at the Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine in Blacksburg.  The purpose of the meeting was to get public input in the revisions to the Virginia Rural Health Plan (VRHP).  The plan is a condition of participation in the federal Medicare Rural Hospital Flexibility Program, which addresses five goals:  A state rural health plan; designation of Critical Access Hospitals; development and improvement of rural health networks; improvement in rural EMS services; and improvement in the quality of care in rural areas.  The VRHP was approved by CMS (formerly HCFA) in the spring of 2000.  Revisions were planned to reflect crucial rural health issues of rural health stakeholders.  Another public hearing will be held on October 15th at the Wise County Health Department and results of the meetings will be presented at the Virginia Rural Health Association meeting in November.  OHPP hopes to submit the revised plan to CMS in the spring of 2004.  OHPP has participated in the Flex Program since 1999.  For the 2003-2004 year, the grant award was increased to $352,000 after several years of level funding.
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Rene S. Cabral-Daniels, J.D., M.P.H.


Director


� HYPERLINK mailto:rdaniels@vdh.state.va.us ��rdaniels@vdh.state.va.us�





Shelia K. Fitzgerald


Program Support Technician


� HYPERLINK mailto:sfitzgerald@vdh.state.va.us ��sfitzgerald@vdh.state.va.us�





Margot K. Fritts, M.H.A.


Senior Policy Analyst


� HYPERLINK mailto:mfritts@vdh.state.va.us ��mfritts@vdh.state.va.us�





Mary Goodall Johnson


Minority Health Manger


� HYPERLINK mailto:mgjohnson@vdh.state.va.us ��mgjohnson@vdh.state.va.us�





Norma C. Marrin


Business Manager, Policy Analyst


� HYPERLINK mailto:nmarrin@vdh.state.va.us ��nmarrin@vdh.state.va.us�





Karen E. Reed, M.A.


Recruiter Liaison/Program Manager


� HYPERLINK mailto:kreed@vdh.state.va.us ��kreed@vdh.state.va.us�





Carroll Anne Smith


Administrative Assistant


� HYPERLINK mailto:cmsmith@vdh.state.va.us ��cmsmith@vdh.state.va.us�





Ken Studer, Ph.D.


Program Administration Manager


� HYPERLINK mailto:kstuder@vdh.state.va.us ��kstuder@vdh.state.va.us�





Margie Thomas


Administrative Program Specialist


� HYPERLINK mailto:mthomas@vdh.state.va.us ��mthomas@vdh.state.va.us�





Kathy Wibberly, Ph.D.


Senior Policy Analyst


� HYPERLINK mailto:kwibberly@vdh.state.va.us ��kwibberly@vdh.state.va.us�
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1500 E. Main Street, Suite 227


Richmond, Virginia 23219


(804) 786-4891  Fax: (804) 371-0116


� HYPERLINK "www.vdh.state.va.us/primcare/index.html" ��http://www.vdh.state.va.us/primcare/index.asp�
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