	Virginia Telehealth Network Meeting

Thursday, May 25, 2006

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Medical Society of Virginia
Richmond, Virginia



Minutes (Draft)

Attendees:   Linda Bohanon, Ed Bostick, Peter Buccellato, Rhonda Chetney, Sally Cook, Steve Gillis, Carol Hampton, David Heise, Karen Jackson, Vladimir Lavrentyev, Kelly Lobanov, Sheena Mackenzie, John Mitchell, Jane Moore, Jeff Nelson, Beth O'Connor, Mary Clair O'Hara, Edna Rensing, Karen Rheuban, Chris Riha, Justin Samson, Rich Settimo, Rick Shinn, Glen Sink, Gene Sullivan, Dennie Templeton, Peg Tipple, Jane Wills

VTN Strategic Plan Update

· Review of Recommendations and Modifications

· Discussion regarding concerns about the recommendation to put the infrastructure out for bid versus working with NetworkVirginia and/or Covanet to see if they could/would meet our needs for connectivity in rural areas.  A smaller group, to include Gene Sullivan and David Heise, will meet to explore and outline questions to pose to providers and present recommendations to the large group at the next meeting.  

· Next Steps

· The group felt it would be good to meet again in July.  At that meeting, the smaller group will report out on recommendations regarding telco infrastructure as it applies to the strategic plan and we will talk about where to go in terms of General Assembly 2007.

· Kathy will also meet with Karen Jackson at CIT to talk about some potential strategy for GA 2007 to recommend to the group (perhaps biting off smaller chunks?)

· It was recommended that we have a fall meeting via videoconference (UVA has offered to host) where we can share about our various model programs!  

· Partnership Opportunities
· Center for Rural Virginia - Glen Sink
· Many of the things we are working toward with the VTN correspond nicely with the things of the Center – these include:

· quality health care for rural Virginians

· improved telecommunications for rural Virginians

· revitalization/infusing capital into rural Virginia
· A few recommendations for the VTN:

· Need to make a dollars and cents case!

· Need to summarize what we are striving to achieve in easy to understand laymen’s language.


· Secretary of Technology – Aneesh Chopra
· Secretary’s priorities include:

· Network connectivity

· Ambulatory/EMR deployment

· Telehealth/telemedicine

· Governor’s priorities include:

· 2006 – Transportation

· 2007 – Healthcare

· 2008 Education

· 2009 – Natural Resources

· Communications/Media – Kelly Lobanov
· VDH has public information officers in each region that can help to tell the story!

· Target audiences are varied – legislators, average person, health care professionals, etc...

· One possibility is to develop a video to help our target audiences understand telehealth (VDH and Sentara might explore this)

· Please let Kelly know of any good stories we can share with the public to raise awareness of telehealth and its capabilities!
Member Updates and Presentations:

· RUS DLT Grant Project – Karen Rheuban
· Will be submitting a grant to increase cancer outreach services to Lenowisco, Cumberland Plateau and Mount Rogers Health Districts via mobile digital mammography van, enhanced access via collaborative tumor boards, clinical trials, and cancer related patient and health professional education.


· Virtual Resource Center Project – Karen Rheuban

· Creating a website in partnership with CIT that will serve as a portal for telehealth resources for Virginia.

· Telecommunications Models in Virginia – Dennie Templeton

· Virginia has significant infrastructure – there are many opportunities for health to work with education, business, transportation and other entities!


· Software Tool for Evaluation a Patient’s Risk for Developing Chronic Diseases and Recommending Lifestyle Changes – Justin Samson
· CDC Prevention Research Centers Program grant to develop a software tool that can be used by practitioners and the public to evaluate chronic disease risk, recommend changes and track disease progression.


· Home Health - Rhonda Chetney

· Sentara has impressive data regarding home telehealth and decreases in readmissions and money saved!

