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Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Gonorrhea

Objective:  Reduce gonorrhea to an incidence of no more than 100 cases

         per 100,000 people.

Gonorrhea is a bacterial disease characterized by infection of the lower urinary and genital tract in men and a more extensive infection of the reproductive organs in women.  Efforts to control this disease were initiated in 1972, with considerable success until 1989-1990 when double digit increases in incidence followed a decade of decreasing morbidity.  During the decade of the nineties the number of reported cases dropped to some of the lowest levels on record for the state.  Even so, gonorrhea is still the second most frequently reported communicable disease in Virginia (chlamydia replaced it in the top spot in 1995), with 9,215 individuals in 1998 having contracted the disease.  Young adults aged 20-29 accounted for 44% of these cases, making them the age group with the highest incidence rate (416.6 per 100,000 population).  The disease also disproportionately affects the States African American communities, with 79% of the cases involving blacks compared with 10% that occurred in whites.  Efforts to find and treat infected persons and their partners must continue unabated if we are to realize continuing success in dealing with this disease.
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Health District


1995
1996
1997
1998


Alexandria
210.9
223.7
209.8
223.0


Alleghany
17.6
17.5
30.0
10.6


Arlington
75.8
64.7
57.5
62.3


Central Shenandoah
21.2
26.3
19.7
17.1


Central Virginia
130.3
165.6
128.0
109.7


Chesapeake
212.9
151.2
147.1
132.6


Chesterfield
30.6
26.8
24.1
25.3


Crater
147.9
126.9
216.7
172.7


Cumberland Plateau
4.2
3.2
4.3
1.7


Eastern Shore
214.1
282.2
387.9
160.5


Fairfax
32.2
27.1
27.7
16.8


Hampton
249.9
212.0
242.7
242.7


Hanover
84.4
58.9
50.0
55.5


Henrico
34.8
27.5
90.8
148.0


Lenowisco
3.3
6.5
1.1
2.3


Lord Fairfax
60.6
55.9
33.4
27.4


Loudoun
18.1
27.8
47.8
38.3


Mount Rogers
6.2
9.3
7.9
18.6


New River
26.9
20.0
12.1
15.2


Norfolk
649.3
601.0
567.5
550.4


Peninsula
217.6
232.6
178.0
318.5


Piedmont
135.2
150.1
69.7
124.0


Pittsylvania/Danville
415.3
468.4
312.4
368.1


Portsmouth
590.8
474.6
402.9
346.1


Prince William
81.5
96.2
88.0
74.3


Rappahannock
81.9
100.7
92.0
69.8


Rappahannock/Rapidan
77.1
87.9
72.0
31.3


Richmond
1197.9
862.1
747.3
783.1


Roanoke
301.4
262.9
326.8
376.8


Southside
160.8
104.9
100.4
126.5


Thomas Jefferson
119.4
74.8
66.4
114.1


Three Rivers
92.0
72.5
61.7
129.0


Virginia Beach
86.9
93.7
81.4
91.9


West Piedmont
121.1
95.0
119.1
123.4


Western Tidewater
212.6
264.8
219.5
218.9









Virginia
157.9
143.5
130.5
136.4


U.S.
149.5
122.8
121.4
129.8









*Rates per 100,000 population
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		1998



Source:  Office of Epidemiology

Total

*Rate per 100,000 population

Incidence of Gonorrhea*
Virginia 1990-1998

285.3

278.9

254.8

187.7

209.4

157.9

141.8

130.5

129.8



HIV

		1990		18.46

		1991		26.44

		1992		22.17

		1993		23.77

		1994		17.55

		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		18.5		26.4		22.2		23.8		17.6		19.2		15		14.9		12.2
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Virginia 1990-1998
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Syphilis

		

		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		25.1		26.2		21.8		20.5		22		17.5		12.1		9.2		5.6



Source:  Office of Epidemiology
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Gonorrhea

		

		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		285.3		278.9		254.8		187.7		209.4		157.9		141.8		130.5		129.8



Source:  Office of Epidemiology
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1996

		Northern Virginia		60.1

		Blue Ridge		58.5

		Southwest Virginia		7.3

		Roanoke Area		140.1

		Central Virginia		201.3

		Hampton Roads		251.0

		State		141.8
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Gonorrhea Incidence* by HMO Region, Virginia 1996
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		1997

		Northern Virginia		59.1

		Blue Ridge		46.6

		Southwest Virginia		5.6

		Roanoke Area		122.1

		Central Virginia		189.4

		Hampton Roads		231.2

		State		130.5

				Total		White		Black

		1990		17652		1206		14407

		1991		17256		1183		14893

		1992		15773		955		12687

		1993		11620		772		9612

		1994		13414		1044		10928

		1995		10342		904		8150

		1996		9292		967		7227

		1997		8731		810		6823

		1998		9215		882		7176

		1998

		Northern Virginia		49.2

		Blue Ridge		46.7

		Southwest Virginia		10.4

		Roanoke Area		126.5

		Central Virginia		214.4

		Hampton Roads		243.8

		State		136.4
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Number of reported cases

Reported Cases of Gonorrhea
 Virginia 1990-1998
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		Incidence Rate of Gonorrhea*

		by Health District, Virginia

		Health District		1995		1996		1997		1998

		Alexandria		210.9		223.7		209.8		223.0

		Alleghany		17.6		17.5		30.0		10.6

		Arlington		75.8		64.7		57.5		62.3

		Central Shenandoah		21.2		26.3		19.7		17.1

		Central Virginia		130.3		165.6		128.0		109.7

		Chesapeake		212.9		151.2		147.1		132.6

		Chesterfield		30.6		26.8		24.1		25.3

		Crater		147.9		126.9		216.7		172.7

		Cumberland Plateau		4.2		3.2		4.3		1.7

		Eastern Shore		214.1		282.2		387.9		160.5

		Fairfax		32.2		27.1		27.7		16.8

		Hampton		249.9		212.0		242.7		242.7

		Hanover		84.4		58.9		50.0		55.5

		Henrico		34.8		27.5		90.8		148.0

		Lenowisco		3.3		6.5		1.1		2.3

		Lord Fairfax		60.6		55.9		33.4		27.4

		Loudoun		18.1		27.8		47.8		38.3

		Mount Rogers		6.2		9.3		7.9		18.6

		New River		26.9		20.0		12.1		15.2

		Norfolk		649.3		601.0		567.5		550.4

		Peninsula		217.6		232.6		178.0		318.5

		Piedmont		135.2		150.1		69.7		124.0

		Pittsylvania/Danville		415.3		468.4		312.4		368.1

		Portsmouth		590.8		474.6		402.9		346.1

		Prince William		81.5		96.2		88.0		74.3

		Rappahannock		81.9		100.7		92.0		69.8

		Rappahannock/Rapidan		77.1		87.9		72.0		31.3

		Richmond		1197.9		862.1		747.3		783.1

		Roanoke		301.4		262.9		326.8		376.8

		Southside		160.8		104.9		100.4		126.5

		Thomas Jefferson		119.4		74.8		66.4		114.1

		Three Rivers		92.0		72.5		61.7		129.0

		Virginia Beach		86.9		93.7		81.4		91.9

		West Piedmont		121.1		95.0		119.1		123.4

		Western Tidewater		212.6		264.8		219.5		218.9

		Virginia		157.9		141.8		130.5		136.4

		U.S.		149.5		122.8		121.4		129.8

		*Rates per 100,000 population
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