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Immunization Levels of 2 Year Olds

Objective:  Increase the basic immunization series among children aged

         2 years to at least 90%.

The reduction in the incidence of preventable infectious and communicable diseases is one of the most significant public health achievements of the twentieth century.   In large measure this accomplishment is attributable to the introduction and widespread use of safe and cost effective vaccines that prevent the debilitating and, in some cases, fatal effects of these diseases.  For each dollar spent on the measles, mumps, and rubella (German measles) vaccine, for example, a savings of $13 in later health care costs is realized.  Virtually all of the more than 90,000 children who are born each year in Virginia are among the principal beneficiaries of these vaccines, as they will have been immunized by the time they enter kindergarten or first grade.  However, only four out of every five two-year-olds in 1998 had completed the basic vaccination series by that age, a critical period for childhood disease prevention.  Efforts to increase vaccination coverage of these young children need to be intensified, especially for those living in poverty, among whom the potential for disease outbreaks is greatest.
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