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Objective:  Reduce the percentage of nonmarital births to 22%

         of total live births.

A review of the data on the adjoining page shows that the Commonwealths record with regard to nonmarital births hasnt changed much in the last four years.  Two out of every ten white babies and more than six of every ten black babies born in 1998 were the offspring of unmarried parents.  Statewide, a total of 28,057 such infants began life in this way that year, and these children often result from unplanned, unintended, or mistimed pregnancies.  Inadequate prenatal care is more likely in such situations, and when coupled with the use of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco during pregnancy, the risk of low birthweight and infant mortality is significantly increased.  Studies also show that as out-of-wedlock children become older they are more apt to live in poverty, be abused, and suffer health and emotional problems than their counterparts who are raised in traditional family households.
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Health District
1995
1996
1997
1998









Alexandria
31.3
28.7
27.4
26.8


Alleghany
21.4
21.3
21.0
22.2


Arlington
24.6
22.8
21.7
21.4


Central Shenandoah
27.9
27.2
29.0
29.7


Central Virginia
32.7
33.7
32.7
33.3


Chesapeake
27.0
26.7
29.8
30.1


Chesterfield
23.3
22.1
23.0
22.8


Crater
49.3
49.3
49.8
48.6


Cumberland Plateau
24.5
26.3
24.1
26.8


Eastern Shore
54.9
54.3
52.0
54.6


Fairfax
16.5
15.5
15.6
14.9


Hampton
38.1
37.5
38.1
40.1


Hanover
18.4
17.8
18.2
18.9


Henrico
26.0
25.1
26.0
29.0


Lenowisco
30.2
26.6
27.1
28.1


Lord Fairfax
29.9
30.6
31.3
31.5


Loudoun
12.1
11.1
10.1
10.6


Mount Rogers
23.6
24.3
24.9
26.6


New River
24.4
23.8
24.3
25.0


Norfolk
46.6
47.3
47.5
50.0


Peninsula
33.6
33.4
34.3
36.7


Piedmont
44.6
39.4
42.4
40.7


Pittsylvania/Danville
42.5
39.1
40.1
43.0


Portsmouth
52.7
51.9
54.1
52.6


Prince William
22.7
22.6
23.1
24.0


Rappahannock
25.4
26.2
27.0
28.1


Rappahannock/Rapidan
29.1
29.1
28.0
30.5


Richmond
61.9
61.4
59.0
64.0


Roanoke
42.3
39.7
43.9
45.8


Southside
44.7
46.8
46.6
49.7


Thomas Jefferson
26.9
28.1
28.7
29.3


Three Rivers
35.3
35.8
37.0
36.7


Virginia Beach
23.8
25.0
25.4
25.8


West Piedmont
34.0
34.1
35.3
34.3


Western Tidewater
38.1
37.2
41.0
41.6









Virginia
29.3
28.9
29.3
29.8


U.S.
32.2
32.4
32.4
32.8
*

*Based on preliminary data






Health District
1995
1996
1997
1998









Alexandria
29.7
14.8
12.8
13.7


Alleghany
14.1
20.4
19.8
21.0


Arlington
18.6
19.0
14.9
16.8


Central Shenandoah
20.4
25.1
26.8
27.8


Central Virginia
22.0
21.0
20.6
21.7


Chesapeake
20.3
14.4
37.4
17.9


Chesterfield
14.6
17.4
17.1
16.7


Crater
25.1
25.5
27.3
24.7


Cumberland Plateau
17.8
25.3
23.6
26.5


Eastern Shore
28.4
33.2
27.8
34.0


Fairfax
13.2
13.5
13.6
13.2


Hampton
23.2
18.4
21.6
23.2


Hanover
12.1
11.2
11.7
11.6


Henrico
19.1
13.6
14.8
15.3


Lenowisco
22.0
26.1
27.0
27.4


Lord Fairfax
21.6
28.8
29.7
30.0


Loudoun
9.9
9.0
8.4
8.9


Mount Rogers
15.3
22.9
23.2
25.5


New River
17.6
23.0
23.2
23.1


Norfolk
27.7
24.9
24.3
26.2


Peninsula
22.3
18.0
19.7
19.4


Piedmont
24.1
18.6
21.6
20.3


Pittsylvania/Danville
23.8
20.4
20.8
23.8


Portsmouth
25.7
22.9
27.7
26.3


Prince William
14.1
18.7
18.8
19.5


Rappahannock
19.0
22.2
21.2
23.1


Rappahannock/Rapidan
21.0
22.1
22.4
24.9


Richmond
30.4
24.0
21.8
27.1


Roanoke
23.7
28.3
30.8
33.1


Southside
24.4
20.8
23.5
23.7


Thomas Jefferson
19.8
19.1
20.0
21.2


Three Rivers
22.3
21.0
22.8
22.8


Virginia Beach
17.6
19.0
18.6
18.7


West Piedmont
24.1
23.8
24.9
25.3


Western Tidewater
22.6
13.5
16.4
17.5









Virginia
19.3
19.0
19.4
19.9


U.S.
25.3
25.7
25.8
26.3
*








*Based on preliminary data






Health District
1995
1996
1997
1998









Alexandria
57.2
50.5
49.0
44.5


Alleghany
65.5
53.1
54.4
56.1


Arlington
56.0
46.2
43.7
41.9


Central Shenandoah
72.1
78.0
73.5
73.6


Central Virginia
74.1
76.0
73.5
73.6


Chesapeake
57.7
57.8
59.4
59.0


Chesterfield
51.6
46.2
51.6
47.3


Crater
72.7
71.4
71.6
70.1


Cumberland Plateau
78.6
85.0
83.3
63.6


Eastern Shore
86.4
84.4
85.3
81.1


Fairfax
45.0
44.0
43.1
42.4


Hampton
60.3
62.3
58.8
60.9


Hanover
58.7
57.4
54.9
63.6


Henrico
57.5
56.7
56.4
62.3


Lenowisco
69.2
64.3
66.7
82.4


Lord Fairfax
64.6
69.9
78.9
63.2


Loudoun
44.8
46.1
41.8
39.8


Mount Rogers
67.4
74.0
74.6
64.2


New River
64.5
60.7
66.2
77.3


Norfolk
70.3
71.8
71.1
70.6


Peninsula
63.7
64.6
61.9
65.8


Piedmont
70.9
68.4
74.2
71.9


Pittsylvania/Danville
68.2
66.3
69.5
70.1


Portsmouth
74.3
74.8
74.9
71.7


Prince William
43.8
43.4
45.0
46.7


Rappahannock
54.9
51.0
59.4
57.4


Rappahannock/Rapidan
73.1
78.5
74.3
68.9


Richmond
79.2
79.2
78.9
81.6


Roanoke
75.2
72.8
80.7
77.2


Southside
72.3
75.1
70.2
77.4


Thomas Jefferson
70.0
71.8
72.0
71.5


Three Rivers
73.3
73.0
74.9
74.8


Virginia Beach
46.8
48.2
50.7
51.4


West Piedmont
70.7
70.3
71.8
68.6


Western Tidewater
68.4
69.7
70.8
70.3









Virginia
64.0
63.5
63.8
63.7


U.S.
69.5
69.8
69.1
69.0
*








*Based on preliminary data
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Regional 1997
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		Northern Virginia		18.8		14.8		45.9

		Blue Ridge		29.2		25.2		74.7
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		Northern Virginia		18.7		15.2		44.8

		Blue Ridge		30.1		26.3		72.4
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		Central Virginia		37.1		18.7		70.0
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Regional 1997

				Total		White		Black

		Northern Virginia		18.8		14.8		45.9

		Blue Ridge		29.2		25.2		74.7

		Southwest Virginia		25.4		24.4		75.3

		Roanoke Area		32.8		23.4		71.9

		Central Virginia		36.9		18.5		69.8

		Hampton Roads		36.1		20.3		64.5

		State		29.3		19.4		63.8
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				Total		White		Black

		Northern Virginia		18.7		15.2		44.8

		Blue Ridge		30.1		26.3		72.4

		Southwest Virginia		27.5		26.6		67.9

		Roanoke Area		33.2		23.8		71.9

		Central Virginia		37.1		18.7		70.0

		Hampton Roads		37.3		20.7		65.0

		State		29.8		19.9		63.7
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