
Delivery of Influenza and Pneumococcal Vaccine
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*65 and older

to the Elderly

Objective:  Increase levels of pneumococcal pneumonia and influenza

         immunization among noninstitutionalized high risk populations

         to at least 60%.
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According to some experts, the public health significance of infectious diseases will continue to wane in the United States in the years ahead as medical research generates new drugs and treatment therapies to address these threats to our well-being.  Despite such optimism, however, these diseases remain major causes of morbidity and mortality in this country among high risk populations.  Influenza and pneumococcal pneumonia account for more than 45,000 deaths each year across the nation, most of them among the elderly, as well as tens of thousands of hospital stays each year.  It is recommended that those in this age group receive the influenza vaccine annually and the pneumococcal vaccine only once (for most individuals) as an effective means of reducing the adverse effects of these diseases, along with the hospital and medical costs associated with them.  As the accompanying data show, Virginia made impressive strides from 1995 to 1997 in terms of its statewide percentages, however, the disparities between the immunization levels of whites and blacks have become more pronounced.          
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Alexandria
41.1
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Arlington
78.5
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19.4
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69.6
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39.7
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41.0





Chesapeake
62.7





Chesterfield
56.7





Crater
70.8
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57.7
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27.6





Loudoun
72.0
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35.2
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44.0
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33.3





Rappahannock
32.7
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27.0
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43.9
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39.5
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91.6
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50.6





Virginia Beach
68.4





West Piedmont
42.4





Western Tidewater
56.6












Virginia
52.6












*Aged 65 and older
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**BRFSS questions related to this issue are only asked in odd-numbered years





Percent of Elderly* Who Have Received an Influenza Vaccine Within the Past Year


by Health District, Virginia
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Virginia

38.7

52.6

40.9

55.7

32.7

29.3
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				Total		White		Black

		1995		52.5		57.6		31.3

		1997		67.2		70.2		41.5
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				Total		White		Black

		1995		38.7		40.9		32.7

		1997		52.6		55.7		29.3





Sheet2

		0		0

		0		0

		0		0



Source:  BRFSS**

*65 and older

1995

1997

Percent

Pneumonia Vaccine:  Ever Received*
Virginia



Past Year Table

		Percent of Elderly* Who Have Received an Influenza Vaccine Within the Past Year

		by Health District, Virginia 1997

		Alexandria		41.1

		Alleghany		56.5

		Arlington		78.5

		Central Shenandoah		61.4

		Central Virginia		50.9

		Chesapeake		67.7

		Chesterfield		78.4

		Crater		48.6

		Cumberland Plateau		63.3

		Eastern Shore		80.0

		Fairfax		98.4

		Hampton		60.0

		Hanover		42.5

		Henrico		68.8

		Lenowisco		77.4

		Lord Fairfax		51.1

		Loudoun		63.4

		Mount Rogers		50.0

		New River		62.3

		Norfolk		74.9

		Peninsula		45.8

		Piedmont		52.3

		Pittsylvania/Danville		47.4

		Portsmouth		71.9

		Prince William		33.3

		Rappahannock		88.7

		Rappahannock/Rapidan		94.2

		Richmond		72.8

		Roanoke		66.2

		Southside		65.8

		Thomas Jefferson		100.0

		Three Rivers		50.6

		Virginia Beach		80.5

		West Piedmont		71.4

		Western Tidewater		56.6

		Virginia		67.2

		*Aged 65 and older
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		1995		38.7		40.9		32.7

		1997		52.6		55.7		29.3
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Past Year Table

		Percent of Elderly* Who Have Received an Influenza Vaccine Within the Past Year

		by Health District, Virginia 1997

		Alexandria		41.1

		Alleghany		56.5

		Arlington		78.5

		Central Shenandoah		61.4

		Central Virginia		50.9

		Chesapeake		67.7

		Chesterfield		78.4

		Crater		48.6

		Cumberland Plateau		63.3

		Eastern Shore		80.0

		Fairfax		98.4

		Hampton		60.0

		Hanover		42.5

		Henrico		68.8

		Lenowisco		77.4

		Lord Fairfax		51.1

		Loudoun		63.4

		Mount Rogers		50.0

		New River		62.3

		Norfolk		74.9

		Peninsula		45.8

		Piedmont		52.3

		Pittsylvania/Danville		47.4

		Portsmouth		71.9

		Prince William		33.3

		Rappahannock		88.7

		Rappahannock/Rapidan		94.2

		Richmond		72.8

		Roanoke		66.2

		Southside		65.8

		Thomas Jefferson		100.0

		Three Rivers		50.6

		Virginia Beach		80.5

		West Piedmont		71.4

		Western Tidewater		56.6

		Virginia		67.2

		*Aged 65 and older
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