
All too often, the Lead Safe and Healthy Homes Initiative (LSSHI) encounter complaints of 

Richmond City residents who are struggling to maintain a healthy home in their rental units.   Often the 

issues are poor housing conditions and hazards that are out of occupants’ physical control and require 

action by property owners to fully remediate them,   However, there are other unhealthy or unsafe 

conditions that  are rooted in occupant’s space utilization habits, behaviors, or poor maintenance and 

housekeeping knowledge or skills.   Unsafe housing conditions not only increase one’s maintenance and 

utility costs, but can trigger or exacerbate health conditions that lead to costly medical care and loss of 

work or school time.  For occupants, it is a matter of quality of life, and for property 

owners/managements, it is a matter of financial liability and viability.   

The Lead Safe and Healthy Homes Initiative is mission-driven to help and empower the community to 

find solutions to home based hazards that can cause illnesses or injuries.   Related to health disparity 

among low-income population is the high rate of renter-occupied housing.  Significantly, about 60% of 

occupied housing units in Richmond are renter-occupied according to U.S. 2010 Census.  In response to 

this overwhelming evidence of needs for healthy dwellings, the LSHHI has embarked on the creation of 

The Healthy Housing Designation Program for Multi-family Units as its newest initiative.   

It is the intent of the Program to promote and recognize voluntary participation in and commitment to 

“healthy housing practices” by landlords and tenants alike, while they make their properties/homes 

more affordable to live and maintained.  Through healthy housing practices, practitioners will realize 

cost-savings, affordability or marketability of the properties, and better health outcomes and quality of 

life. The development and implementation of the Healthy Housing Designation program will occur in 

four phases. The first phase of the Designating Program has begun and involves researching and 

analyzing existing environmental sustainability-related certification or incentive programs in the U.S.  

Phase II includes conducting local market research and focus groups, developing the collaborative 

process, and associated protocol and performance measurements;  it also includes creating incentives 

for participation by landlords and tenants in a pilot test. Phase III will include recruiting multi-family 

properties to participate in a pilot test of the collaborative process. Phase IV of the project will improve 

upon the blue print based on the outcomes of the Pilot and to roll out a Certification Program 

addressing application process, fee service, minimal Healthy Housing practices or standards, reporting 

requirements, and the Certification review and award processes.  

We will post our progress in the initiative periodically, so please check back with us often.  We welcome 

your input to this process, anytime. 

  


