Vibrio and Natural Water
=" _ Safety in Virginia
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')"v are naturally occurring bacteria in salt or brackish (mix of salt and fresh) water.
> preésence of Vibrios in water 1s not a sign of contamination by sewage or pollution.

| Virginia, Vibrios may be found in the ocean, Chesapeake Bay, and rivers which

empty into the bay or ocean.
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Protecting You and Your Environment

Protect yourself:
Wound lnfeCtIOIlS Caused by VibriOS are If possible, Stay out Of the water lf
uncommon in Virginia, but can be serious. you have an open wound.

Infections can occur when broken or irritated
skin comes into contact with salt or brackish
water, or when a wound occurs while in the
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~  water. Vibrios may also cause ear infe ct.lons.. 4 If a cut or wound is exposed to
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It the wound shows signs of an
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wound, cover it with a waterproof .h

f | : infection, such as swelling or
: !\\_ redness, see a healthcare provider
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] ‘; ~ fish with sharp spines, as they can
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Want more information? Visit the VDH waterborne hazards website at:
http://www.vdh.virginia. gov/environmental—epidemiology/waterborn'é-h&afa‘s-controT—brogram/
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http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-epidemiology/waterborne-hazards-control-program/

