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FAST FACTS: What You Need to Know About                               

Healthcare-Associated Infections 

 

 

 A surgical site infection (SSI) occurs after 

surgery in the part of the body where the 

surgery took place. These infections may 

involve only the skin or may be more 

serious and involve tissue under the skin or 

organs. SSIs sometimes take days or months 

after surgery to develop. Symptoms may 

include fever, redness or pain around the 

surgical site, or drainage of fluid from the 

wound.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) infections are caused by bacteria that are 

resistant to certain types of drugs. MRSA can cause skin or wound 

infections. Sometimes, MRSA can infect the blood and cause serious 

illness and even death. Only bloodstream infection data are shown in 

this report. 

 
 
 

 
 
 Clostridium difficile (C. difficile) is a type of bacteria that causes 

severe diarrhea and can be deadly. C. difficile infections usually 

occur in people who have recently taken antibiotics and have 

been under medical care. 

 
 
 
 
 
  



November 2016   

Sometimes, patients have medical devices inserted into their bodies to provide necessary medical care. 

These devices are called “invasive devices” and patients with these devices have a higher chance of 

getting an infection. Here is what you need to know about invasive devices and what kinds of infections 

they can be associated with: 

 

 

 A central line is a tube placed in a large 

vein to allow access to the bloodstream 

and provide the patient with important 

medicine. A central line-associated 

bloodstream infection (CLABSI) can 

occur when bacteria or other germs 

travel along a central line and enter the 

blood. When not put in correctly or kept 

clean, central lines can become a 

pathway for germs to enter the body and 

cause serious infections in the blood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 A urinary catheter is a tube placed in the 

bladder to drain urine. A catheter-

associated urinary tract infection 

(CAUTI) can occur when bacteria or 

other germs travel along a urinary 

catheter, resulting in an infection in the 

bladder or the kidney. 

 
 


