
 
 

 

POTOMAC RIVER: MATTOX CREEK TO CURRIOMAN BAY 
Growing Area # 003 

Shoreline Sanitary Survey 
Westmoreland County 

 
Date:  27July 2009 
Survey Period:  June 16, 2009 – July 7, 2009 
Total Number of Properties Surveyed:  290 
Surveyed By:  D.R. Beuchelt 
 

SECTION A:  GENERAL 
 
This survey area extends from Reference Point 3 at Church Point to Reference Point 4 at 
Nomini Cliffs, including the Potomac River shoreline between these two points, Bridges Creek, 
Digwood Swamp, Popes Creek, Popes Creek Swamp, Big Meadow Run, Little Meadow Run 
and all of their tributaries (within the designated boundary line drawn by the Division of Shellfish 
Sanitation). 
 
The topography of the area surveyed begins with an elevation of 10’ or less along the shoreline 
to a maximum of 150’ inland.  The economy is based on retail trade, professional and technical 
services and construction.  The population is mostly sparse with moderate concentrations in the 
various residential subdivisions along the shoreline.  The US Census Bureau reported that the 
population of Westmoreland County showed an increase of 8 percent between 1990 and 2000. 
 
Meteorological data indicted that the area received a total rainfall of 1.44” for the survey period.  
A monthly breakdown is as follows:  June 15-30, 2009   0.87”     July 1-7   0.57”.  
 
Since the previous survey in 2001, this area has been subjected to heavy storms.  In September 
2003, Hurricane Isabel delivered a 12 foot storm surge on the Potomac River that resulted in 
flooding and erosion along the shoreline.  August 2004 Hurricane Gaston brought more rainfall 
to the area and was followed in September 2006 by Tropical Storm Ernesto which produced 
heavy precipitation, high winds, flood tides and a 16 foot storm surge on the Potomac River.  
Information about Westmoreland County can be found on the county website at:  
www.co.westmoreland.va.us.  
 
Two historic sites, George Washington’s birthplace and Stratford Hall Plantation (birthplace of 
Robert E. Lee), are located within the boundary line of this survey.  Also located in this survey 
area is Westmoreland State Park.  Cabins at Stratford Hall and Westmoreland State Park offer 
overnight lodging.  In addition to the cabins, Westmoreland State Park has three campgrounds 
and a lodge available.  Picnic sites can be found at all three locations.  Swimming in the 
Potomac River is no longer allowed at Westmoreland State Park but a pool is on-site and used 
by campers and local YMCA groups. 
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One on-site deficiency (corrected before this report) and one potential pollution deficiency were 
corrected before this report was completed. 
 
Copies of Bacteriological, Hydrographic and Shellfish Closure data are available at the White 
Stone office for review.  Copies of the current condemnation notices and maps are available via 
the internet at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/oehs/shellfish. 
 
This report lists only those properties that have a sanitary deficiency or may have other 
environmental significance.  DIRECT indicates that the significant activity or deficiency may 
have a direct impact on shellfish waters.  Individual field forms with full information on properties 
listed in this report are on file in the Richmond office of the Division of Shellfish Sanitation and 
are available for reference until superseded by a subsequent survey of the area.  Data in the 
report is also made available to local health departments and other agencies to address items 
that may be out of compliance with their regulatory programs.   
 
 

SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
 

SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 
-None- 

 
ON-SITE DEFIFICIENCES 

-None- 
 

POTENTIAL POLLUTION 
 
5. Location: 325 Popes Creek Avenue, Montross 22520.  Dwelling – 1 ½ stories, white with 

red shingles.  No Contact.  1.5”, white PVC pipe exits the house via the basement 
window. Origin unknown. No sign of discharge at time of survey. 

 
6. Location: 325 Popes Creek Avenue, Montross 22520.  Dwelling – 1 ½ stories, white with 

blue shutters and gray shingles.  No Contact.  Two 1-1.5” diameter PVC pipes exit the 
foundation - origin of each is unknown.  No sign of discharge at time of survey. 

 
9. Location: 15 Westmoreland Beach Drive, Montross 22530.  Dwelling – 1 ½ cinderblock, 

white with deck and an addition.  No Contact.  Sink located on patio (drain to ground).  
This may be a fish cleaning sink and/or used to rinse fruit from the vineyard. No 
discharge at time of survey. 

 
 

SECTION C:  NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES 
 

INDUSTRIAL WASTES 
 
1. Washington’s Birthplace, Owner: George Washington Birthplace National Monument 

National Park Service, 610 Bridges Creek Road, Washington’s Birthplace 22443.  
Historic site.  Observed on-site were 1x200 gallon gasoline tank, 1x500 gallon diesel 
tank, 1x500 gallon used oil tank.  Tanks are double-lined, self-contained without berm. 

 
SOLID WASTE SITES 
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-None- 
 

SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 
 

MARINAS 
-None- 

 
OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED 

 
8. Location: End of Potomac Avenue, Montross 22520.  Owner: unknown.  No Contact.  

Available on-site are 7 seasonal slips/ moorings, electricity and water.  
 

UNDER SURVEILLANCE 
 
4. Horner Beach, Adjacent to Popes Creek Avenue, Montross 22520.  No Contact.  

Available on-site are 2 seasonal slips/moorings, an in/out concrete ramp and solid waste 
containers for use by property owners.   

 
7. Driftwood Beach, Adjacent to 959 Riverview Road, Montross 22520.  Community (wood 

/ concrete) ramp.  
 
10. Westmoreland State Park, 1650 State Park Road, Montross 22520.  In-out ramp.  
 
11. Westmoreland State Park, 1650 State Park Road, Montross 22520.  Osprey boathouse.  

Available on-site are fuel, restrooms (located at pool area), solid waste containers, boat 
rentals, and a dump station (located in the campground area).  

 
 

SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
 
2. Location:  610 Bridges Creek Road, Washington’s Birthplace 22443.  Washington’s 

Birthplace, Owner: George Washington Birthplace National Monument National Park 
Service, Historic site. Present at time of survey were 6 cows, 1 horse and 1 oxen.  
Manure is left on ground.  

 
3. DIRECT- Location: 523 Muse Road, Montross 22520.  Dwelling – 1 story, brick with 

white trim.  No Contact.  Present at time of survey were 2 ponies located in a pasture 
<25 ft. from the Potomac River.  Manure was piled on ground surface beside the pen.  
During precipitation, wastes can reach the river.  

 
12. Location:  485 Great House Road, Stratford 22558.  Stratford Hall Plantation, Robert E. 

Lee Memorial Association, Inc.  Historic site.  Present at time of time of survey were 6 
cows, 4 goats, 5 chickens, 2 horses.  Manure is left on ground.  

 
13. Location: (part of pasture is in boundary and part is outside of boundary) 485 Great 

House Road, Stratford 22558.  Stratford Hall Plantation, Robert E. Lee Memorial 
Association, Inc.  Historic site.  Pasture is leased out.  Present at time of time of survey 
were +150 cattle.  Manure is left on ground.  
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SUMMARY 
 
Area # 003 
Potomac River: Mattox Creek to Currioman Bay 
27 July 2009 
 
SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
1.  SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 

 0 – DIRECT – None 
  0 – INDIRECT – None 
  0 – B.1. TOTAL 
 
2.  ON-SITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES – Correction of deficiencies in this section is the 
responsibility of the local health department. 
  0 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, DIRECT – None 
  0 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, INDIRECT – None 
  0 – CP – (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), DIRECT – None 
  0 – CP – (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), INDIRECT – None 
  0 – NO FACILITIES, DIRECT – None 
  0 – NO FACILITIES, INDIRECT – None 
  0 – B.2. TOTAL 
 
3.  POTENTIAL POLLUTION – Periodic surveillance of these properties will be maintained to 
determine any status change.  
  3 – POTENTIAL POLLUTION – # 5, 6, 9 
 
SECTION C: NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES 
1.  INDUSTRIAL WASTE SITES 

 0 – DIRECT – None 
  1 – INDIRECT – # 1 
  1 – C.1. TOTAL 
 
2. SOLID WASTE SITES 

 0 – DIRECT – None 
  0 – INDIRECT – None 
  0 – C.2. TOTAL 
 
SECTION D: BOATING ACTIVITY 

 0 – MARINAS – None 
  1 – OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED – # 8 
  4 – UNDER SURVEILLANCE – # 4, 7, 10, 11 
  5 – D. TOTAL 
 
SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 

 1 – DIRECT – # 3 
  3 – INDIRECT – # 2, 12, 13 
  4 – E. TOTAL 
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Survey By: D.R. Beuchelt
Number of Properties Surveyed: 290

Virginia Department of Health
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