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COAN RIVER, THE GLEBE AND KINGSCOTE CREEK 
Growing Area # 008 

Northumberland County 
Shoreline Sanitary Survey 

 
Date:  8 April 2009 
Survey Period:  January 13 – March 25, 2009 
Total Number of Properties Surveyed:  805 
Surveyed By:  D.R. Beuchelt 
 

SECTION A:  GENERAL 
 
This survey area extends from Reference Point 8 at the end of State Route 680 (extended to 
the shoreline) to Reference Point 9 at Great Point, including the Potomac River shoreline 
between these two points, Garners Creek, Judith Sound, Kingscote Creek, The Glebe (Wrights 
Cove, Glebe Creek), Coan River (Killneck Creek, Mill Creek, Coan Mill Stream, Headley Creek, 
Boathouse Pond), Balls Creek and all of their tributaries.  The survey boundary, drawn by the 
Division of Shellfish Sanitation, has been revised since the last survey.  
 
The topography in this area varies in elevation from 5’ or less along the shoreline to a maximum 
of 110’ + at the southwestern edge of the survey boundary.  The economy of Northumberland 
County is based on Manufacturing, Government, Retail, and Construction as the top major 
employers.  The US Census Bureau reported that the population showed an increase of 16.42% 
for the 1990 -2000 time period and predicts an increase of 9.27% for 2000-2010. 
 
Meteorological data indicated that 0.73” of precipitation fell January 13-31, 0.35” February 1-28, 
and 3.30” March 1-26 for a total of 4.38” during the survey period. 
 
Since the previous survey in 2001, the area has been subjected to extreme storm damage.  In 
September 2003, Hurricane Isabel delivered a 12 foot storm surge on the Potomac River that 
flooded the village of Lewisetta and resulted in 2 feet of water in some of the homes. August 
2004 Hurricane Gaston brought more rainfall to the area and was followed in September 2006 
by Tropical Storm Ernesto which produced a 6 foot storm surge on the Potomac.  Again the 
village of Lewisetta experienced tidal flooding.  Severe storm damage left fuel spills, damaged 
docks, and shoreline erosion which caused 30-feet of shoreline lost on some properties.  
According to Field Director C.J. Vanlandingham, a total of 6.02” of precipitation for this survey 
area was recorded on his records from Tropical Storm Ernesto.  
 
During this survey notable counts of waterfowl were seen, on land and on water.  Information 
posted from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in their 2009 Midwinter 
Waterfowl Survey report showed an increase in waterfowl populations along the Chesapeake 
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Bay shoreline and Atlantic coast.  Of the waterfowl observed during the survey on area #008 
were: Canada Geese which, in the DNR survey, rose in counts from 373,100 in 2008 to 498,200 
in 2009, and Mergansers which rose from 4,300 to 8,900. Other waterfowl was present as well. 
 
Information about Northumberland County can be found on the county’s website at: 
www.co.northumberland.va.us.  The Northumberland County Board of Supervisors, in 
accordance with Section 54-16(B)5 (Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Ordinance), has 
initiated a program requiring that all on-site sewage disposal systems (septic systems) be 
pumped out at least once every five (5) years.  As alternatives to this pump-out requirement, 
septic system owners may elect to have an effluent filter installed in the outflow pipe from the 
septic tank or submit documentation, every five (5) years, from a licensed sewage handler 
explaining that the system has been inspected, is functioning properly, and does not need to be 
pumped out. 
 
In implementing this program, efforts have been made to only notify the owners of property 
believed to contain an on-site sewage disposal system (septic system).  Once initially contacted, 
septic system owners will be re-notified on a recurring basis (once every five (5) years) 
regarding their need to comply with this program. 
 
Copies for Bacteriological, Hydrographic and Shellfish Closure data are available at the area 
office for review.  Copies of the current condemnation notices and maps are available via the 
internet at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/oehs/shellfish/.   
 
This report lists only those properties that have a sanitary deficiency or may have other 
environmental significance. DIRECT indicates that the significant activity or deficiency may have 
a direct impact on shellfish waters.  Individual field forms with full information on properties listed 
in this report are on file in the Richmond office of the Division of Shellfish Sanitation and are 
available for reference until superseded by a subsequent survey of the area.  Data in the report 
is also made available to local health departments and other agencies to address items that 
may be out of compliance with their regulatory programs. 
 
 

SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
 

SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 
-None- 

 
ON-SITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES 

 
10. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes) - 8 Island Lane, Lewisetta 

22505.  Dwelling - 1 story, older home with wood siding. 1 person.  Kitchen wastewater 
runs to ground surface and… 

 
 NO FACILITIES – Occupant states there is no privy or port-a-john on-site at survey time.  

Sanitary Notice issued for both deficiencies on 1/28/09 to Field # 147.  Tax Map # 4-
B(1)--8. 

 
22. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – 1954 Lake Road, Lottsburg 22511. Dwelling – 1 story, 

brick with black shingles.  1 person.  Water is pooling on ground surface around the 
septic tank and on top of absorptions field.  Odor of effluent is present. Sanitary Notice 
issued on 3/6/09 to Field # 626.  Tax Map # 10-(1)--122. 
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POTENTIAL POLLUTION 
 
1. Location: 171 Judith Sound Circle, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – 1 story, cream-colored 

siding with brown shingles and maroon shutters.  No contact.  Septic tank is starting to 
show hairline cracks on surface.  No signs of malfunction.  Northumberland H.D. has 
been notified to inspect the tank. 

 
2. Location: 233 Judith Sound Circle, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling –1 story, yellow with light 

gray shingles and white trim.  No contact.  Yard is undermining in spots and is saturated.  
No signs of malfunction at time of survey. 

 
3. Location: 275 Judith Sound Circle, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – house on pilings, white 

with light gray shingles and black shutters.  No contact.  Steel storage shed across the 
street shows a garden hose (minus the adapter) exits the shed and runs out on ground 
surface. Origin of hose is unknown.  No signs of discharge. 

 
4. Location: 330 Judith Sound Circle, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – 1 story, white with gray 

shingles. No contact.  White PVC exits ground.  Unknown origin.  
 
5. Location: 19 Haislip Lane, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – 1 story, white with red trim and 

light gray shingles.  No contact.  Area in yard is covered with wooden lid.  Unable to 
determine origin. 

 
6. Location: 422 Judith Sound, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – older mobile home, white, 

enclosed by additions and roof with a red cinderblock foundation.  No contact.  White 
PVC pipe exits cinderblock foundation at rear of dwelling, which appears to run from 
washer/dryer area on porch.  No signs of discharge.  Sanitary Notice issued on 1/22/09 
to Field #76.  Tax Map# 4-B(5)--23-. 

 
8. Location: 170 Church Lane, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – 1 story, white with red tin roof.  

No contact.  A black hose exits from under the house to ground surface.  No signs of 
discharge. 

 
12. Location: 369 Lake Francis Lane, Lewisetta 22505. Dwelling – 1 story, gray cinderblock 

with gray shingles.  No contact. Lid on Puroflo module is warped and needs to be 
secured.  No signs of malfunction. 

 
14. Location: 1191 Cowart Road, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – 1 story, beige, shingle siding.  

No contact.  Unable to determine the origin of green garden hose which exits from under 
the house and runs to marsh.  No signs of discharge. 

 
15. Location: 988 Cowart Road, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – 1 story, white (paint is wearing 

badly.  5 persons.  Junk and debris is scattered over property.  Old privy is located in 
back of the house. Court records indicate that a bathroom has been installed. 

 
18. Location: Honest Pt. Road, Lottsburg 22511. Lot 3.  Dwelling – 2 ½ story, white with 

metal roof.  No contact.  Area of yard on riverside (Glebe Creek) is eroding badly.  This 
area is close to the house and septic lines.  No signs of malfunction at time of survey. 

 
23. Location: 1604 Lake Road, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – 1 story, brown with dark brown 

shingles.  Occupant says all wastes go into the septic system; however, a white PVC 
pipe is of unknown origin exits the house and tilts downward to ground.  No signs of 
discharge at time of survey. 
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SECTION C: NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES 
 

INDUSTRIAL WASTES 
 
19. DIRECT – Keyser Bros. Inc., 1146 Honest Pt. Road, Lottsburg 22511. Shellfish Shipper 

and Crab Processing Plant. VA 671SS, VA 5C. 6 employees.  Processing and wash 
down wastes discharge into the Coan River (Permit # VAG524037). 

 
21. DIRECT – Cowart Sfd. Co., 755 Lake Landing Road, Lottsburg 22511. Shellfish Shucker 

and Packer Plant.  VA 90SP. 40 employees.  Processing and wash down wastes 
discharge into the Coan River (Permit # VAG524048). 

 
SOLID WASTE SITES 

-None- 
 
 

SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 
 

MARINAS 
 
7. Lewisetta Marina, 369 Church Lane, Lottsburg 22511.  Owner: Mark Scerbo.  

Commercial marina. 4 employees.  Available on-site are 26 seasonal slips/moorings, 75 
dry storage spaces, ramp, fuel (1x1000gallon diesel, 1x1000 gallon and 1x2000 gallon 
unleaded, 1x275 gallon kerosene tank, all inside a concrete berm which is equipped with 
a gate valve to release rainwater, a 1x300 gallon used oil tank and 1x55 gallon used 
antifreeze tank), electricity, repair service, water, solid waste containers, restrooms, 
dump station and sewage holding tank pumpout facilities.  

 
11. Lake Frances Marina, 103 Lake Frances Lane, Lottsburg 22511.  Owner: Jon B. Hill.  

Private marina.  No contact. Available on-site is a ramp, electricity, water, solid waste 
containers, a vault privy (which is used as a portable toilet dump station.  Marina is 
exempt for sewage holding tank pumpout.  

 
19. Keyser Bros. Inc., 1146 Honest Pt. Road, Lottsburg 22511. Shellfish Shipper and Crab 

Processing Plant. VA 671SS, VA 5C. 6 employees.  Available on-site are 10 seasonal 
slips/moorings, electricity, water, solid waste containers, restrooms, and dump station.  

 
20. Coan River Marina, 3170 Lake Road, Lottsburg 22511.  Owner: Gary Giberson. 

Commercial marina.  2 employees.  Available on-site are 60 seasonal slips/moorings, 19 
dry storage spaces, ramp, fuel (1x2000 gallon unleaded and 1x1000 gallon diesel 
located inside a berm), electricity, repair service, water, solid waste containers, 
restrooms, dump station and sewage holding tank pumpout facilities.  

 
OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED 

 
9. Go Fish, 108 Island Lane, Lottsburg 22511.  Owner: Charles D. O’Bier.  Private pier.  1 

person.  Available on-site are 5 seasonal slips/moorings, and a restroom facility.  
 

UNDER SURVEILLANCE 
 
13. Kingscote Harbor Property, Adj. to 292 Kinscote Drive, Lottsburg 22511.  Owner: 

Kingscote HOA, PO Box 220, Heathsville, 22473.  Contact with Manager: George 
Semerjian.  Available on-site is a concrete ramp, a loading/unloading dock and 1 
transient slip/mooring.  
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17. Coan Harbour Estates, on Sunrise Court, Lottsburg 22511.  Owner: Coan Harbour 
Estates Property Owners.  Manager: Audrey Speer.  No contact. Available on-site is a 
ramp and 1 seasonal slip/mooring.  

 
21. Cowart Sfd. Co., 755 Lake Landing Road, Lottsburg 22511.  Shellfish Shucker and 

Packer Plant. VA 90SP. 40 employees.  Available on-site are 4 seasonal slips/moorings, 
solid waste containers, and restrooms.  

 
24. Forest Landing, end of State Route 612 (Forest Landing Road).  Owner: 

Northumberland Co. Board of Supervisors, c/o Kenneth Eades, County Administrator, 
PO Box 129, Heathsville 22473.  Available on-site are 3 seasonal slips/moorings and a 
ramp.  

 
25. Rowes Landing, end of State Route 601 (Rowes Landing Road).  Owner: 

Northumberland Co. Board of Supervisors, c/o Kenneth Eades, County Administrator, 
PO Box 129, Heathsville 22473.  Available on-site are 2 seasonal slips/moorings and a 
ramp.  

 
27. Location: Adjacent to 690 Coan Drive, Heathsville 22473.  Right of way to water owned 

by Fred Gerretson. Available on-site is a ramp and a loading/unloading dock for 
residents on Coan Drive. 

 
 

SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
 
16. DIRECT – Location: 78 Glebe Creek Farm Lane, Lottsburg 22511.  Dwelling – 1 story, 

white with green metal roof.  No contact.  Present at time of survey were three horses.  
Manure is left on ground surface.  Pasture is estimated to be 50 ft., or less, to a marsh 
on Glebe Creek with an elevation of 20 ft. sloping down to 5-10 ft.  

 
26. Location: 1069 Coan Wharf Road, Heathsville 22473.  Dwelling – 2 story, brick with 

black shutters.  2 persons.  Present at time of survey were 20 cows and 13 horses.  
Manure is left on ground surface.  Pasture is estimated to be 100 yards to a ravine of a 
first order stream leading to the Coan River. 
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SUMMARY 
 
Area # 008 
Coan River, The Glebe and Kingscote Creek 
31 March 2009 
 
SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
1.  SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 
   0 – DIRECT – None 
   0 – INDIRECT – None 
   0 – B.1.TOTAL 
 
2.  ON-SITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES – Correction of deficiencies in this section is the 
responsibility of the local health department. 
   0 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, DIRECT – None 
   1 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, INDIRECT – # 22 
   0 – CP – (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), DIRECT – None 
   1 – CP – (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), INDIRECT – # 10 
   0 – NO FACILITIES, DIRECT – None 
   1 – NO FACILITIES, INDIRECT – # 10 
   3 – B.2. TOTAL 
 
3.  POTENTIAL POLLUTION – Periodic surveillance of these properties will be maintained to 
determine any status change. 
 12 – POTENTIAL POLLUTION – # 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 
 
SECTION C:  NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES 
1.  INDUSTRIAL WASTE SITES 
   2 – DIRECT – # 19, 21 
   0 – INDIRECT – None 
   2 – C.1. TOTAL 
 
2.  SOLID WASTE SITES 
   0 – DIRECT – None 
   0 – INDIRECT – None 
   0 – C.2. TOTAL 
 
SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 
   4 – MARINAS – # 7, 11, 19, 20 
   1 – OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED – # 9 
   6 – UNDER SURVEILLANCE – # 13, 17, 21, 24, 25, 27 
 11 – D. TOTAL 
 
SECTION E:  CONTRIUBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
   1 – DIRECT – # 16 
   1 – INDIRECT – # 26 
   2 – E. TOTAL 
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