
 
 

 

WINTER HARBOR AND GARDEN CREEK 
Growing Area # 038 

Mathews County 
Shoreline Sanitary Survey 

 
Date:  21 July 2010  
Survey Period:  February 17, 2010 – June 25, 2010  
Total Number of Properties Surveyed:  317  
Surveyed By:  D.B. Geeson and R.M. Thomas  
 

SECTION A:  GENERAL 
 
This survey area extends from Reference Point 38 at the end of Route 645 to Reference 39 at 
Beach Point, including the Chesapeake Bay shoreline between these two points, Winter Harbor 
and Garden Creek and all their tributaries.  Refer to map for boundary revisions.  
 
The topography of this area is low, flat, and marshy with poor drainage despite an extensive 
surface drainage ditch system. The population is moderate with a slight concentration around 
the community of Onemo.  A small stretch of beach off Route 609, some of the shoreline on the 
southern end of Winter Harbor, and the tip of Potato Neck off Route 608 has been developed 
into residential properties that are mostly seasonal, including many mobile homes and trailers.  
The economy is dependent primarily on agriculture and recreation.  
 
Meteorological data indicted that the area received a total rainfall of 13.47 inches for the survey 
period.  A monthly breakdown is as follows: 
 February 17-28, 2010 0.68” March 1-31 5.18” April 1-30 1.28”  
 May 1-31 4.02” June 1-25 2.31”  
 
Information about Mathews County can be found on the county website at: www.mathews.va.us/.  
The following statement is on that website. 

The Mathews County Board of Supervisors has required implementation of a 
Septic System Pump-out/Inspection Program, requiring all private septic systems 
to be pumped out at least once every 5 years. This program is in accordance 
with the County's Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance and mandated by the 
Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Board of the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR).  

 
Found during the survey were 0 STF facilities, 4 on-site deficiencies, 2 properties marked as 
potential deficiencies, 0 industrial sites, 2 solid waste site, 3 boating activity sites and 9 site 
marked for animal pollution. 
 
The current restriction on shellfish harvesting in this area is Condemned Shellfish Area Number 
038-178, Winter Harbor, Effective 26 March, 2010.  A copy of this condemnation is included at 
the back of this report.  
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Copies for Bacteriological, Hydrographic and Shellfish Closure data are available at the White 
Stone office for review.  Copies of the current condemnation notices and maps are available via 
the internet at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/oehs/shellfish . 
 
This report lists only those properties that have a sanitary deficiency or may have other 
environmental significance.  DIRECT indicates that the significant activity or deficiency may 
have a direct impact on shellfish waters. Individual field forms with full information on properties 
listed in this report are on file in the Richmond office of the Division of Shellfish Sanitation and 
are available for reference until superseded by a subsequent survey of the area.  Data in the 
report is also made available to local health departments and other agencies to address items 
that may be out of compliance with their regulatory programs. 
 
 

SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
 

SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 
-None- 

 
ON-SITE DEFICIENCIES 

 
9. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION (Kitchen or Laundry wastes) – 22 Old Mill Landing, 

Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – 1 ½ story white siding.  No contact.  1 ½” black plastic hose 
coming from basement to gray water box with plywood lid.  Sanitary Notice issued on 
7/2/10 to Field # B153.  Tax Map # 36-A-17. 

 
13. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION (Kitchen or Laundry wastes) - 2685 Bethel Beach Road, 

Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – 2 story white frame farmhouse.  2 persons.  1 ½” black 
plastic hose from out building to ground surface.  Sanitary Notice issued on 5/14/10 to 
Field # B105.  Tax Map # 36-A-88.  

 
14. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION DIRECT – 615 Ivison Lane, Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – 1 

story brick rancher with red trim.  2 persons.  Septic tank lid to one access missing.  
Tank is within 50’ of Winter Harbor.  Sanitary Notice issued on 5/14/10 to Field # B100.  
Tax Map # 36-2-1.  

 
15. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION DIRECT – 78 Ivison Lane, Port Haywood 23138.  Dwelling 

– 1 story brick rancher with beige trim.  2 persons.  Septic tank lid to one access fallen 
into tank.  Tank is within 50’ of Winter Harbor.  Sanitary Notice issued on 7/2/10 to Field 
# B89.  Tax Map # 36-A-54.  

 
POTENTIAL POLLUTION 

 
1. Location: 667 Buzzards Point Road, Diggs 23045.  Dwelling – 1 story white wood siding.  

Mathews County Health Department reported that the house had no septic system and 
that no indoor plumbing was allowed.  The house is vacant and scheduled to be raised 
up several feet using FEMA funding.  A vault privy was located behind the house but 
was not accessible due to excessive vegetation.  

 
5. Location:  335 Morris Flippin Road, Mathews 23109.  Dwelling – 2 story white wood 

siding with black shutters.  No contact.  2” PVC pipe exits back of house and submerges 
below ground surface.  
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SECTION C:  NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES 
 

INDUSTRIAL WASTES 
-None- 

 
SOLID WASTE DUMPSITES 

 
7. Location:  1395 Bethel beach Rd.,Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – 1 story metal building.  1 

person.  Approximately 75 boats and trucks scattered over 3 acres.  
 
16. Location:  79 Potato Neck Rd., Port Haywood 23138.  Dwelling – 2 story green frame.  

No contact.  Approximately 20 junked buses, trucks and cars on 2 acres.  
 
 

SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 
 

MARINAS 
 
17. Winter Harbor Haven Marine, end of route 608, Mathews 23109.  Owner: John Sanger, 

PO Box 2489, Port Haywood 23138.  Commercial marina.  1 person.  29 seasonal slips, 
3 transient slips, and 19 dry  storage spaces available.  Boating services include:  in-out 
ramp, electricity, water, portable toilet dump station facilities, boat holding tank pump-out 
facilities, and restrooms.  

 
OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED 

 
8. Mathews County Public Boat Landing, end of Route 611 on Winter Harbor, Mathews 

23109.  Public ramp with pier.  2 persons.  20 seasonal slips available.  An in-out ramp is 
the only service available.  

 
UNDER SURVEILLANCE 

 
18. Public Dock and Ramp (Mathews County) end of Route 608 next to Winter Harbor 

Haven Marina, Mathews, 23109.  Public landing.  No contact.  10 transient slips 
available.  An in-out ramp is the only service provided.  

 
 

SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
 
2. Location:  1430 Knight Wood Road, Diggs 23045.  Dwelling – 2 story white frame farm 

house.  No contact.  7 horses in fenced pasture and 25-30 chickens not contained.  
Manure is left on ground. 

 
3. DIRECT – Location:  115 Callis Field Lane, Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – 2 story with white 

wood siding and green shutters.  1 person.  7 horses in fenced pasture.  Manure is 
usually left on ground but occasionally   is taken by area residents to use as fertilizer.  
Pasture is 30’ from a ditch leading directly to Garden Creek headwaters approximately 
1200’ away.  

 
4. DIRECT – Location:  534 Leonards Lane, Mathews 23109.  Dwelling – 2 story white 

vinyl siding with green shutters.  1 person.  1 mule, 1 donkey, 1 steer in pasture.  20-25 
chickens in pen and 6-8 geese not contained.  Manure is left on ground to decompose.  
Pasture is 20’ from drainage ditch leading directly to headwaters of Garden Creek 
approximately 1000’ away. 
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6. DIRECT – Location:  1420 Callis Field Lane, Diggs 23045.  Dwelling – 1 story white vinyl 
siding with red shutters.  No contact.  4 cows, 4 dogs and 6-8 chickens contained in 
pasture or pens.  Manure is left on the ground to decompose.  Pasture is 20’ from 
drainage ditch leading directly to headwaters of Garden Creek approximately 1300’ 
away.  

 
7. Location:  1395 Bethel Beach Road,Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – 2 story white frame farm 

house.  1 person.  Present at time of survey were 20 goats in 4 acres of fenced pasture.  
Manure is left on ground.  Ditch adjacent to pasture drains 1/2 mile away to Winter 
Harbor.  

 
10. DIRECT – Location:  72 Hurst Neck Road, Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – 2 story gray T-111 

frame house.  2 persons.  Present at time of survey were 5 horses in 3 acres of fenced 
pasture.  Manure is left on ground.  Pasture is within 25’ of Winter Harbor.  

 
11. Location:  175 Martin Diggs Way, Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – Beige house trailer.  No 

contact.  Present at time of survey was approximately 25 cats and 3 dogs.  Manure is left 
on ground.  

 
12. Location:  36 Martin Diggs Way, Onemo 23130.  Dwelling – 2 story white frame 

farmhouse.  4 persons.  Present at time of survey were 3 horses, 1 donkey, several 
dogs, and 20 geese in 4 acres of fenced pasture.  Manure is left on ground.  Ditches 
adjacent to pasture and pens drain ¼ mile to Winter Harbor.  

 
16. Location:  79 Potato Neck Road, Port Haywood 23138.  Dwelling – 2 story green frame.  

No contact.  Present at time of survey were 1 horse, and 25 ducks, chickens and geese.  
Manure is left on ground.  
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SUMMARY 
 
Area # 038  
Winter Harbor and Garden Creek  
21 July 2010  
 
SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES  
1.  SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES  
 0 – DIRECT – None  
 0 – INDIRECT – None  
 0 – B.1.TOTAL  
 
2.  ON-SITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES – Correction of deficiencies in this section is the 
responsibility of the local health department.  
 2 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, DIRECT – # 14, 15  
 0 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, INDIRECT – None  
 0 – CP – (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), DIRECT – None  
 2 – CP – (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), INDIRECT – # 9, 13  
 0 – NO FACILITIES, DIRECT – None  
 0 – NO FACILITIES, INDIRECT – None  
 4 – B.2. TOTAL  
 
3. POTENTIAL POLLUTION – Periodic surveillance of these properties will be maintained to 
determine -any status change.  
 2 – POTENTIAL POLLUTION – # 1, 5  
 
SECTION C:  NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES  
1. INDUSTRIAL WASTE SITES  
 0 – DIRECT – None  
 0 – INDIRECT – None  
 0 – C.1.TOTAL  
 
2. SOLID WASTE SITES  
 0 – DIRECT – None  
 2 – INDIRECT – # 7, 16  
 2 – C.1.TOTAL  
 
SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY  
 1 – MARINAS – #17  
 1 – OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED – # 8  
 1 – UNDER SURVEILLANCE – # 18  
 3 – D. TOTAL  
 
SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
 4 –DIRECT – # 3, 4, 6, 10  
 5 – INDIRECT – # 2, 7, 11, 12, 16  
 9 – E. TOTAL  
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