
  

 

YORK RIVER: POROPOTANK AND PURTAN BAYS 
Growing Area # 048 

Shoreline Sanitary Survey 
Gloucester and King and Queen Counties 

 
Date:  4 March 2010 
Survey Period:  January 19, 2010 – February 25, 2010 
Total Number of Properties Surveyed:  511 
Surveyed By:  D.R. Beuchelt 
 

SECTION A:  GENERAL 
 
This survey area extends from Reference Point 48 at Route 606 (extended) in Allmondsville to 
Reference Point 49 at Belleview, including the York River shoreline between these two points, 
Purtan Bay (Bland Creek, Stubbs Pond, Leigh Creek, Purtan Creek), Indian Creek, Adams 
Creek (Gable Branch), Poropotank Bay, Morris Bay (Guthrie Creek), Poropotank River (Poplar 
Spring Branch,), and all of their tributaries, within a designated boundary line drawn by the 
Division of Shellfish Sanitation).  
 
The topography of the area is characterized by low marshy stretches along the shoreline from 
the northern mouth of Purtan Bay, angling inland toward the north, except around Barren Point, 
where there are sharp rises to over 20’ elevation near the shore. The low sections widen until 
the elevations do not reach 10’ for about one mile in the northern end of the survey. Elevations 
rise significantly to over 50’ on a line roughly between Pinetta and Gressitt. At the outer reaches 
of the headwaters, elevation reaches a maximum of 103’.  
 
The economy is based on construction, administrative services, accommodation and food 
services and manufacturing.  The population for Gloucester County increased by 15.43% and 
for King and Queen County increased by 5.42% during 1990 to 2000 (Virginia Employment 
Commission profile).  
 
Meteorological data indicated that the area received a total precipitation of 6.44” for the survey 
period.  A monthly breakdown is as follows:  January 19-31 2.85” February 1-25 3.59” 
 
Since the previous survey in 2001, the area has been subjected to heavy storms. In September 
2003, Hurricane Isabel delivered extensive damage to the region causing flooding and erosion.  
In August 2004 the remains of Hurricane Gaston brought more rainfall to the region and Tropical 
Storm Ernesto pounded the area in September 2006 with heavy precipitation, high winds and 
flood tides.  
 
Information about Gloucester County can be found on the county website at: 
www.co.gloucester.va.us.  The following statements can be found on that website. 
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The Commonwealth of Virginia, under Code Section 9VAC 10-20-120.7, and Gloucester County’s 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance, Section 5.5-9B (5), specifies that all on-site sewage disposal 
systems shall be pumped out at least once every five years. The entirety of Gloucester County is 
recognized as either a Resource Protection Area or Resource Management Area qualifying all properties 
to comply with this program. The Gloucester County Environmental Programs Division, as required by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia under Code Section 9VAC 10-20-120.7 and in accordance with Section 5.5-9B 
(5) of the County’s Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance, has initiated a notification and enforcement 
program requiring that all on-site sewage disposal systems (septic tank) be pumped out at least once 
every five (5) years. Septic system owners may elect, as an alternative to this pump-out requirement, to 
submit documentation from a licensed sewage handler/inspector explaining that the septic tank has been 
inspected, is functioning properly, and does not need to be pumped out.  
 
Information about King and Queen County can be found on the county website at: 
www.kingandqueenco.net.  The following statement can be found on that website. 
INFORMATION REQUIRED ON PLATS1, PURSUANT TO THE CHESAPEAKE BAY PRESERVATION 
AREA DESIGNATION AND MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS (9 VAC §§10-20-10, et seq. (2002))  The 
septic tank on this parcel must be pumped out at least once every 5 years, or every 5 years submit 
certified documentation that the tank does not need to be pumped. (§120(7)(a), (2)).  
 
Found during this survey were  0 STF facilities, 5 on-site deficiencies, 5 properties marked as 
potential deficiencies, 2 industrial sites, 1 solid waste site, 4 boating activity sites and 9 sites 
marked for animal pollution.  
 
Copies for Bacteriological, Hydrographic and Shellfish Closure data are available at the White 
Stone office for review.  Copies of the current condemnation notices and maps are available via 
the internet at www.vdh.virginia.gov/EnvironmentalHealth/Shellfish/ClosureSurvey/.  
 
This report lists only those properties that have a sanitary deficiency or may have other 
environmental significance.  DIRECT indicates that the significant activity or deficiency may 
have a direct impact on shellfish waters.  Individual field forms with full information on properties 
listed in this report are on file in the Richmond office of the Division of Shellfish Sanitation and 
are available for reference until superseded by a subsequent survey area.  Data in the report is 
also made available to local health departments and other agencies to address items that may 
be out of compliance with their regulatory programs. 
 
 

SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
 

SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 
-None- 

 
ON-SITE DEFICIENCIES 

 
8. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 7761 Plantation Road, Gloucester 23061. 

Dwelling – mobile home, white with green trim.  No Contact.  Found on-site was a 4” 
black septic pipe previously repaired.  No odor or malfunction was found at the time of 
the survey, however, the repair did not seem secure and it appeared that effluent would 
seep onto the ground surface when in use.  Sanitary Notice issued on 1/27/10 to Field # 
129.  Tax Map # 022 133. 

 
11. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 2795 Island Road, Gloucester 23061.  

Dwelling – Double-wide mobile home, tan with dark gray shingles and gray shutters.  
Homeowner states the lid cracked on the distribution box.  They replaced it with an 
unapproved cover made of wood products. Sanitary Notice issued on 3/1/10 to Field # 
180.  Tax Map # 022 47A.  
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13. NO FACILITIES – Location: 8836 Violet Bank Road, Gloucester 23061.  Dwelling - 
Series of sheds, red with green trim.  No Contact. County records indicate a cottage is 
located at this address but no record for an approved sanitary facility.  There was no 
sanitary facility found on-site. Sanitary Notice issued on 2/4/10 to Field # 208.  Tax Map 
# 021 1 2.  

 
22. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 211 Hatchell Road, Shacklefords 23156.  

Dwelling – mobile home, white with red trim and an addition added on.  No Contact. 
Water is pooling onto ground surface over tanks and what appears to be the drainfield 
lines.  Appearance of water suggests effluent is mixing with heavy precipitation.  
Sanitary Notice issued on 2/22/10 to Field # 404.  Tax Map # 23 13 1L 386.  

 
25. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 163 Riverview Road, Shacklefords 23156.  

Dwelling – 1 story, yellow with green trim and brown shingles.  No Contact.  Clean-out 
port needs to be capped.  Sanitary Notice issued on 2/23/10 to Field # 477.  Tax Map # 
23 13 1L 386.  

 
POTENTIAL POLLUTION 

 
9. Location: 7940 Adams Creek Lane, Gloucester 23061.  Dwelling – mobile home, gray 

with cinderblock foundation.  No Contact.  Found on-site were a washer and dryer in 
back of house.  No evidence of use at time of survey.  

 
16. Location: 890 Kingtown Road, Plainview 23156.  Dwelling – 2 story, white cinderblock 

with vinyl siding and light gray roof.  Appears to be a hunting club.  No Contact.  Found 
on-site was a 1” metal pipe exiting the building.  No sign of discharge at time of survey.  

 
20. Location: 634 Plainview Lane, Shacklefords 23156.  Dwelling – 1 story, unpainted 

cinderblock with gray shingles.  No Contact.  Found on-site, in close proximity to the 
house, was a 4-5” pipe of unknown origin discharging clear water into a ditch.  This may 
be a storm drain, however, a notice was issued and the matter turned over to local 
health.  Sanitary Notice issued on 2/19/10 to Field # 375.  Tax Map # 23 13 1R 358C.  

 
21. Location: 119 Hatchell Road, Shacklefords 23156.  Dwelling – mobile home, white with 

addition.  No Contact.  Found on-site was a green garden hose exiting the house (under 
dryer vent) and running on ground surface to the rear of the house.  No sign of discharge 
at time of survey. 

 
23. Location: 200 Creek Road, Shacklefords, 23156.  Dwelling – 1 story, yellow with white 

and brown trim addition connected to RV (Dutchman).  No Contact.  Found on-site was a 
green garden hose exiting the house (adjacent to dryer vent) running to ground surface.  
No sign of discharge at time of survey.  

 
Section C:  NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES 

 
INDUSTRIAL WASTES 

 
1. Blake’s Septic Service, Inc. 5722 Riverview Park Road, Gloucester 23061. Business – 

Septic Contractor.  7 employees.  Found on-site were 1x10,000 gallon, 1x1700 gallon 
and 2x500 gallon diesel fuel tanks, 1x500 gallon gasoline tank, 1x5000 gallon nitrogen 
tank.  Tanks are above ground without a berm.  

 
3. Location: Adjacent to 5718 Ark Road, Farm.  No Contact.  Observed on-site was a 

gasoline tank, 1000 gallons + and Nitrogen tanks, quantities unknown, without berm.  



Growing Area # 048 Shoreline Survey 
Page 4 

SOLID WASTE SITES 
 
3. Location: 6998 Old Pinetta Road, Gloucester 23061.  Dwelling – 2 stories, yellow with 

green shutters and green shingles.  Trash, garbage and other debris has been dumped 
into a ravine. 

 
 

SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 
 

MARINAS 
 
24. Tucker’s Recreation Park and Marine, 244 Barn Road, Shacklefords 23156.  

Commercial Marina.  4 employees.  Available on-site are 22 seasonal slips/moorings, 49 
dry storage spaces, fuel (stored in building), ramp, water, solid waste containers, and 
restrooms (privies and port-a-johns).  

 
OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED 

-None- 
 

UNDER SURVEILLANCE 
 
2. Location: Adjacent to 6883/6891 Riverview Park Circle, Gloucester 23061.  Riverview 

Park.  Available on-site is a concrete ramp and a loading/unloading dock for resident’s 
use.  

 
14. Public Landing Tanyard, End of Tanyard Landing Road, Gloucester 23061.  Available 

on-site is a concrete ramp and a loading/unloading dock for public use.  
 
26. Cricket Shores Assoc. Inc., End of King Drive, Shackelfords 23156.  Available on-site is 

a ramp and 4 moorings for resident’s use.  
 
 

SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
 
5. DIRECT – Location: 7548 Old Pinetta Road, Gloucester 23061.  Dwelling – 2 story, 

white with black trim.  2 persons.  Present at time of survey were 8 horses, 5 goats, 5 
donkeys, 2 ponies, 12 buffalo, and 5 chickens.  Animals have direct access to a stream 
that leads to a tributary of Leigh Creek.  Manure is left on ground.  

 
6. Location: 7548 Old Pinetta Road, Gloucester 23061.  Dwelling – mobile home, brown 

with chimney.  3 persons.  Present at time of survey were 20 chickens, 5 sheep, 4 goats, 
and 2 donkeys.  Manure is gathered and applied on fields.  

 
7. Location: 7740 Pinetta Road Gloucester 23061.  Dwelling – 2 stories with 1 story 

addition, yellow with white trim.  No Contact.  Visible at time of survey were 3 horses, 2 
cows, 3 turkeys, and < 20 fowl.  Manure is left on ground.  

 
10. Location: 2609 Island Road, Gloucester 23061.  Dwelling – mobile home, cream-colored 

with an addition.  4 persons.  Present at time of survey were 6 horses and 3 chickens.  
Manure is placed in compost pile and later used on fields.  

 
12. Location: 2799 Island Road, Gloucester 23061.  Dwelling – 2 story, white with light green 

shingles.  No Contact.  Present at time of survey were 5 horses.  Manure is left on 
ground.  
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15. Location: 8743 Tanyard Landing Road, Gloucester 23061.  Equine facility. Dwelling – 2 
stories, beige with black shingles and black shutters.  No Contact.  Visible at time of 
survey were 8 horses, 21 chickens, and 2 turkeys.  Manure is left on ground surface.  

 
17. Location: 466 Kingtown Road, Plainview 23137.  Dwelling – 1 ½ story, olive color with 

dark gray shingles and red shutters.  2 persons.  Visible at time of survey were 3 horses, 
4 goats, and 7 dogs.  Manure is spread on field.  

 
18. DIRECT – Location: 2888 Plainview Lane, Plainview 23156.  Dwelling – 2 stories, white 

with black shutters.  1 person.  Present at time of survey 30 cows, 15 sheep and 5 dogs.  
Animals have  access to a stream that runs through fields and leads into a tributary of 
the Poropotank River.  Manure is raked out on fields.  

 
19. Location: 2558 Plainview Lane, Plainview 23156.  Dwelling – 3 stories, white with red 

trim and black shutters.  No Contact.  Visible at time of survey were 7 horses.  Manure is 
left on ground surface.  
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SUMMARY 
 
Area # 048 
York River: Poropotank and Purtan Bays 
4 March 2010 
 
SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
1. SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 
  0 – DIRECT – None  
  0 – INDIRECT – None  
  0 – B.1. TOTAL  
 
2. ON-SITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES – Correction of deficiencies in this section is the 

responsibility of the local health department. 
  0 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, DIRECT – None  
  4 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, INDIRECT – # 8, 11, 22, 25  
  0 – CP– (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes) -DIRECT – None  
  0 – CP – (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes) -INDIRECT – None  
  0 – NO FACILITIES – DIRECT – None  
  1 – NO FACILITIES – INDIRECT – # 13  

 5 – B.2. TOTAL  
 
3. POTENTIAL POLLUTION – Periodic surveillance of these properties will be maintained to 

determine any status change.  
  5 – POTENTIAL POLLUTION – # 9, 16, 20, 21, 23  
 
SECTION C:  NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES 
1. INDUSTRIAL WASTE SITES 
  0 – DIRECT – None  
  2 – INDIRECT – # 1, 3  
  2 – C.1. TOTAL  
 
2. SOLID WASTE SITES 
  0 – DIRECT – None  
  1 – INDIRECT – # 4  
  1 – C.2. TOTAL 
 
SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 

 1 – MARINAS – # 24  
  0 – OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED – None  
  3 – UNDER SURVEILLANCE – # 2, 14, 26  
  4 – D. TOTAL  
 
SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
  2 – DIRECT – # 5, 18  
  7 – INDIRECT – # 6, 7, 10, 12, 15, 17, 19  
  9 – E. TOTAL  
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