
 
 

 

NANSEMOND RIVER 
Growing Area # 063 

City of Suffolk 
Shoreline Sanitary Survey 

 
Date:  1 February 2010 
Survey Period:  June 25, 2009 – January 14, 2010 
Total Number of Properties Surveyed:  1119 
Surveyed By:  J.D. Dickerson, I.H. Church and F.P. Monis 
 

SECTION A:  GENERAL 
 
This survey area extends from Reference Point 64 at Barrel Point upstream to Trotman Wharf 
on the opposite shoreline and then downstream to Reference Point 65 at Pig Point, including 
the Nansemond River shoreline between these 3 points, Bleakhorn Creek, Nix Cove, Campbell 
Creek, Cedar Creek, Wills Cove, Olds Cove, Bennett Creek (Deanes Branch), Knotts Creek, 
West Creek and all of their tributaries. The survey boundary has been revised. See map for 
current boundary.  
 
The topography of this area is characterized by land elevations ranging from 5’ or less along the 
shoreline to a maximum of 50’ near the southwestern edge of the survey boundary. The 
population ranges from moderately sparse in the diminishing farmlands on the western shores 
to moderately dense in developed residential areas on the southern shore. The south shore 
remains more densely populated with larger subdivision due in part to the more widespread 
availability of the HRSD public sewer system.  
 
Meteorological data indicated that the area received a total rainfall of 37.25” for the survey 
period. A monthly breakdown is as follows: 
June 25-30, 2009 0” August 6.94” October 3.06” December 7.27” 
July 2.42” September 5.69” November 11.78” January 1-14, 2010 0.09” 
 
Copies of bacteriological, hydrographical, and shellfish closure data are available at the area 
field office for review. Copies of the current condemnation notices and maps are available via 
the internet at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/oehs/shellfish/.  
 
Information in this report is gathered by and primarily for the use of the Division of Shellfish 
Sanitation, Virginia Department of Health, in order to fulfill its responsibilities of shellfish growing 
area supervision and classification. However, the data is made available to various agencies 
participating in shellfish program coordinated activities and other interested parties.  
 
Report copies are provided to the local health department for corrective action of deficiencies 
listed on the summary page in Section B.2 and the Department of Environmental Quality, Water 
Regional Office for possible action at the properties listed on the summary page in Section C.1. 
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The Division of Soil and Water Conservation is provided information on possible sources of 
animal pollution found in Section E.  
 
This report lists only those properties that have a sanitary deficiency or other environmental 
significance. "DIRECT" indicates that the significant activity or deficiency has a direct impact on 
shellfish waters. Individual field forms with full information on properties listed in this report are 
on file in the Richmond Office of the Division of Shellfish Sanitation and available for reference 
until superseded by a subsequent resurvey of the area. 
 
 

SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
-None- 

 
ONSITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES 

 
1. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – (Kitchen or Laundry Waste) – Location: 9206 Dixon 

Road, Suffolk, VA. Dwelling – 2-story with tan shingle-type siding.  Serves 2 people.  
Laundry waste erupting onto ground surface at tank and drain field.  Sanitary Notice 
issued 08-19-09 to field # C45. 

 
5. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION- Phillip Vinson, 8318 Crittenden Road.  Suffolk 23432.  

Dwelling-1 story white house with black shutters. 1 person.  Effluent erupting from 
drainfield onto ground surface.  Sanitary notice issued 10/23/09 to field #CC-92. 

 
8. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION-Bertha Mann, 6800 Crittenden Road, Suffolk, 23432.  

Dwelling -1 story white vinyl siding with green shutters and trim.  Toilet waste from 
underground pipe discharging onto ground in back of house; and  

 
 CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes) – Laundry wastes 

discharging onto ground surface behind house.  Sanitary Notice issued 09/04/09 to field 
# CC-6. 

 
16. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Little Zion Baptist Church, 4701 Sleepy Hole Road, 

Suffolk 23435.  No contact.  Portable sump pump with attached garden hose running to 
shallow ditch at perimeter of property.  Pump not connected to electricity and discharge 
noticed at time of inspection.  Sanitary Notice issued 1-14-10 to field # A506. 

 
23. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, DIRECT – Location: 3400 Eberwine Avenue, Suffolk 

23435. Dwelling- brick 2 story with white trim and green shutters.  No contact.  Effluent 
erupting from drainfield onto ground surface 50’ from marsh of Nansemond River.  
Sanitary Notice issued 6-26-09 to field # A31. 

 
POTENTIAL POLLUTION 

 
2. Location: 9192 Dixon Road, Suffolk 23435.  Dwelling – 1 story with green siding. 

Resident stated that system fails during wet weather.  No evidence of discharge at time 
of inspection. 

 
3. Location: 1731 Bleakhorn Road, Suffolk 23435. Dwelling – 1 ½ story with yellow siding 

and white trim.  Resident stated that system fails during wet weather.  No evidence of 
discharge at time of inspection. 

 



Shoreline Survey # 063 
Page 3 

4. Location: 9088 Eclipse Drive, Suffolk 23435.  Dwelling – 2 story green siding with white 
trim. Resident stated that system fails frequently.  When the system fails, resident stated 
that a hose is run outside onto the ground for discharge of laundry waste.  The system is 
pumped out once a month. No evidence of discharge at time of inspection.  

 
7. Location: 6898 Crittenden Road, Suffolk 23432. Dwelling – 1 story brick siding with black 

shutters.  3-4 persons.  Owner stated septic tank fills with water when rainfall increases.  
No observations of pooling water during survey.  Septic tank approximately 5 feet from 
ditch. 

 
21. Location: 3343 Bridge Road, Suffolk 23435.  Dwelling – brick 1½ story with white trim.  

No contact.  Observed 1½” white PVC pipe of undetermined origin exiting ground near 
detached garage.  No evidence of discharge at time of inspection.  

 
CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 

 
6. Oak Knoll Farm, 8000 Crittenden Road, Suffolk 23432. Dwelling – 2 story wooden gray 

shingles.  Present at time of survey were 7 horses in fenced pasture.  Barn is located 
approximately 500 ft from marsh and pasture is about 500 ft from marsh.  Manure is 
spread on 3-5 acres of pasture.  

 
9. Location: 9000 Ferry Point Road, Suffolk 23432.  Dwelling – 2 story white wooden siding 

with red trim.  No contact.  Present at time of survey were approximately 16 chickens.  
Chicken pen is located in front of house.  Manure is spread on 1 acre of property.  

 
11. Location: 1447 Peppercorn Lane, Suffolk 23432.  Dwelling – 1 story brick siding with 

white trim.  Present at time of survey were 6 goats, 2 donkeys and 1 mule in a fenced 
pasture.  Stable and pasture are approximately 100 yards from creek.  Manure is spread 
on 2-3 acres of pasture.  

 
12. Location: 1468 Peppercorn Lane, Suffolk 23432.  Dwelling – 2 story white vinyl siding 

with red window shutters.  Present at time of survey were 5 horses in a fenced pasture.  
Stable and pasture are 150 yards from stream.  Manure is spread on 3 acres of 
pastures. 

 
13. Windy River Farm, 1720 Kings Highway, Suffolk 23435.  Dwelling – 1½ -story gray with 

white trim.  10-stall stable, indoor riding arena and fenced pastures.  Present at time of 
inspection were 5 horses.  Manure is spread in a field using a manure spreader.  

 
14. Kingsbridge Farms, 1960 Kings Highway, Suffolk 23435.  Dwelling – 1½ story white 

siding with red trim and shutters.  No contact.  Present at time of inspection were 5 
horses in fenced pastures.  Manure disposal is unknown.  

 
 

SECTION C:  NON-SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
 

INDUSTRIAL WASTES 
 
18. Sleep Hole Park, 4700 Sleepy Hole Road, Suffolk 23435.  Owner: City of Suffolk 

Department of Parks and Recreation, 110 West Finney Avenue, Suffolk 23434.  
Maintenance facility for public park.  2 employees.  Present at time of survey was 
1x1000 gallon diesel tank and 1x1000 gas tank with no physical berm or other means of 
spill containment.  
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19. Location: 5468 Gaskins Lane, Suffolk 23435.  Dwelling – blue vinyl siding 1 story.  No 
contact.  Present at time of survey were 2x500 gallon diesel tanks within steel 
containment basins.  Residence seems to be storage for company related machinery 
and equipment (“ITM” Construction). 

 
SOLID WASTE DUMPSITES 

-None- 
 

SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 
 

MARINAS 
 
17. Bennetts Creek Landing Marina, 106 Club Road, Suffolk 23435.  Owner: Towne Point 

Association, 714 J. Clyde Morris Boulevard, Newport News 23601.  Private marina for 
Bennetts Creek Landing homeowners and guests.  No contact.  18 slips available. 
Boating services provided include electricity and water.  Present during most recent 
marina inspection were 4 boats under 26’ and 4 boats over 26’.  Sanitary facilities 
include 2 commodes and 1 lavatory for men; and 2 commodes and 1 lavatory for 
women.  There are boat holding tank pump out facilities and portable toilet dump station 
facilities at this location.  Waste is pump to a holding tank adjacent to the clubhouse 
where it is disposed of by a certified pump and haul contractor.  

 
22. Bennetts Creek Marina and Restaurant (Owner: Compton and Associates, Inc.), 3301 

Ferry Road, Suffolk 23435.  Commercial marina and restaurant. 45 slips and 24 dry 
storage spaces available.  Boating services provided include fuel, water, electricity and a 
launch ramp.  Present during most recent marina inspection were 8 boats under 26’ and 
10 boats over 26’ in wet slips; and in dry storage there were 5 boats under 26’ and 2 
boats over 26’.  Sanitary facilities include 1 commode and 1 lavatory for men; and 1 
commode and 1 lavatory for women.  Sewage disposal is to septic tank with drain field 
that appeared to be functioning properly at time of survey.  No portable toilet dump 
station facilities are provided.  This location has an exemption to the requirement to 
provide boat holding tank pump out facilities.  

 
OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED 

 
15. Sleep Point Estates Community Pier, located between 132 and 134 Sleep Point Way, 

Suffolk 23435.  Private community ramp and pier.  No contact.  6 slips available.  
Boating services provided are launch ramp and electricity.  No boats were present 
during the most recent marina inspection.  There are no boat holding tank pump out 
facilities, no portable toilet dump station facilities and no sanitary facilities at this location.  

 
UNDER SURVEILLANCE 

 
10. Bridge Point Farms, adjacent to north side of King Highway Bridge, Suffolk 23435.  

Owner: G.P. Jackson, 1223 Carolina Road, Suffolk 23434.  Private boat launching 
facility for exclusive use by residents of Bridge Point Farms.  No contact.  2 seasonal 
mooring available.  Boating services provided are a launch ramp and electricity.  Present 
during most recent marina inspection was 1 pleasure boat under 26’.  There are no boat 
holding tank pump out facilities, no portable toilet dump station facilities and no sanitary 
facilities at this location.  
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20. Bennetts Creek Park, 3000 Bennetts Creek Park Road, Suffolk 23435.  Owner: City of 
Suffolk Department of Parks and Recreation, PO Box 1858, Suffolk 23439.  Public park 
with boat ramp and pier.  No contact.  No slips or mooring spaces available.  The only 
service provided is a launch ramp.  No boats were present during the most recent 
inspection.  Sanitary facilities include 3 commodes, 5 lavatories and 2 urinals for men; 
and 5 commodes and 5 lavatories for women.  Sewage disposal is to septic tank with 
drain field that appeared to be functioning properly at time of survey.  There are no boat 
holding tank pump out facilities at this location.  
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SUMMARY 
 
Area # 063 
Nansemond River 
1 February 2010 
 
SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
1. SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 
  0 – DIRECT – None  
  0 – INDIRECT – None  
  0 – B.1. TOTAL 
 
2. ON-SITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES – Correction of deficiencies is this section is the 

responsibility of the local health department. 
  1 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, DIRECT – # 23  
  3 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, INDIRECT – # 5, 8, 16  
  0 – CP (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), DIRECT – None  
  2 – CP (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), INDIRECT – # 1, 8  
  0 – NO FACILITIES, DIRECT – None  
  0 – NO FACILITIES, INDIRECT – None  

 6 – B.2. TOTAL 
 
3. POTENTIAL POLLUTION – Periodic surveillance of these properties will be maintained to 

determine any status change. 
  5 – POTENTIAL POLLUTION – #2, 3, 4, 7, 21  
 
SECTION C:  NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES 
1. INDUSTRIAL WASTE SITES 
  0 – DIRECT – None  
  2 – INDIRECT – # 18, 19  
  2 – C.1. TOTAL 
 
2. SOLID WASTE DUMPSITES 
  0 – DIRECT – None  
  0 – INDIRECT – None  
  0 – C.2. TOTAL 
 
SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 
  2 – MARINAS – # 17, 22  
  1 – OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED – # 15  
  2 – UNDER SURVEILLANCE – # 10, 20  
  5 – D. TOTAL 
 
SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
  0 – DIRECT – None  
  6 – INDIRECT – # 6, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14  
  6 – E. TOTAL 
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