
 
 

 

MESSONGO AND GUILFORD CREEKS 
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Accomack County 

Shoreline Sanitary Survey 
 
Date:  8 March 2012  
Survey Period:  13 May 2011 – 10 February 2012  
Total Number of Properties Surveyed:  306  
Surveyed By: S.E. Price  
 

SECTION A:  GENERAL 
 
This survey area extends from Reference Point 77 at Long Point to Reference point 78 at Ebb 
point, including the Chesapeake Bay shoreline between these points, Beasley Bay, Back Cove, 
Back Creek, Messongo Creek (Gum Branch), Rock Gut, Cattail Creek, Great Gut, Muddy 
Creek, (Rock Gut, Bethel Branch, and Island Field Cove), Old Cove (Bridge Gut and Justis 
Gut), Brewer Gut, Guilford Creek (Guilford Church Branch and Mill Branch), Young Creek 
(Jimmy’s Gut and Gray Ditch), and all of their tributaries.  
 
The topography of the area is low and marshy, with maximum elevations of 8 feet near the 
community of Guilford. Marine flooding, and ponding of rainwater are common.  The economy is 
based primarily upon agriculture and seafood production; poultry processing plants along 
Lankford Highway provide commercial employment.  The rural population is relatively sparse 
with slight concentrations in the communities of Messongo, Hallwood, and Guilford.  
 
The dwellings and businesses throughout the watershed are served by private septic systems  
Lot development is infrequent, with three land disturb permits on file at the time of this writing. 
Animal activity is primarily from wildlife, with significant populations of waterfowl, deer, and small 
game visible during the survey period.  Small livestock farms and commercial poultry farms are 
also present in low numbers.  
 
Meteorological data indicated that a total of 9.01” of rain fell during the survey period.  A 
monthly breakdown of rainfall (inches) is as follows:  
 May 13-31, 2011  1.62”  October  1.77” 
 June  4.49”  November 2.64” 
 July  4.47”  December 1.30”   
 August  7.89”  January 2012  3.03” 
 September  3.11”  February 1-10 0.62”  
   ŧ Data obtained from NOAA rainfall database station 76-22. 

 
Notable changes since the previous survey are: 

 The survey area, while continuing to cover the same watersheds, has been significantly 
reduced in land mass in order to increase the focus on those areas of shoreline whose 
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runoff will most likely impact the watershed. Surveyed properties decreased from 1602  
in 2001, to 304 properties in 2012, excluding most or all of the communities of Hallwood, 
Guilford, Mears Station, Bloxom, Hopeton, Macedonia, Mappsville, and Nelsonia.  

 Kegotank Elementary School has installed a mound system which replaced the DEQ-
permitted sewage treatment facility that had outfall to a tributary of Messongo Creek, 
reducing sewage treatment facilities in the area to zero.  

 Comparing areas within the current survey boundaries, the number of contributors of 
animal pollution has decreased from 12 to 3, with the most noticeable change being a 
decrease in the number of functioning broiler farms.  

 
Copies of bacteriological, hydrographical, and shellfish closure data are available at the area 
field office for review.  Copies of the current condemnation notices and maps are available via 
the internet at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/shellfish/.  
 
Information in this report is gathered, and is primarily for use by the Virginia Department of 
Health, Division of Shellfish Sanitation in order to fulfill its responsibilities of shellfish growing 
area supervision and classification.  However, the data are made available to various agencies 
participating in shellfish program-coordinated activities, as well as other interested parties.  
 
Report copies are provided to the local health department for corrective action of deficiencies 
listed on the summary page in Sections B.2. and B.3., and to the Department of Environmental 
Quality for possible action at properties listed on the summary page in Sections B.1., C.1. and 
C.2.  The Division of Soil & Water Conservation is provided information on the possible sources 
of animal pollution found in Section E.  
 
This report lists only those properties that have a sanitary deficiency or other environmental 
significance. “DIRECT” indicates that the significant activity or deficiency has a direct impact on 
shellfish waters. Individual field forms with full information on properties listed in this report are 
on file in the Richmond Office of the Division of Shellfish Sanitation and are available for 
reference until superseded by a subsequent resurvey of the area.  
 
 

SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES 
 

SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 
-None- 

 
ONSITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES 

 
5. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 15510 Winterville Road, Bloxom. Dwelling – 2 

story mustard asbestos with black shingles.  Septic system failure of long duration; 
effluent pooled 2” deep over large area.  

 
CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION (kitchen and laundry waste) – Gray water trench has 
recently been installed, replacing a gray water pipe discharging effluent to ditch.  Pipe 
still present, and effluent exposed to the environment in open trench that is full to the 
ground surface.  Trench has no outfall.  Sanitary Notice issued 07-Oct 2011 to Field # 
82.  

 
6. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 15302 Winterville Road, Bloxom.  Dwelling – 2 

story white wood frame with black shutters.  No contact.  Long-standing septic system 
failure.  Effluent erupting to ground surface over 6’ area.  Sanitary Notice issued 14-Oct 
2011 to Field # 89.  
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7. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION (kitchen and laundry waste) – Location:  13161 Johnson 
Circle, Mears.  Dwelling – white mobile home in poor repair.  Laundry waste discharging 
to ground surface 30 yards from Muddy Creek.  Effluent pooled in eroded area. Sanitary 
Notice issued 28-Oct 2011to Field # 140.  

 
8. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, DIRECT – Location: no 911 address number, home is 

next door to 13161 Johnson Circle, Mears.  RV in use as dwelling with raw sewage 
discharged to ground surface.  Long-term discharge of effluent into blackened area of 
tidal drainage located 25’ from Muddy Creek and  

 
CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION (kitchen and laundry waste), DIRECT.  Washing machine 
on RV’s back porch is discharging waste to the ground surface and into tidal drainage 
located 25’ from Muddy Creek.  Sanitary Notice issued 28-Oct 2011 to Field # 142.  

 
12. NO FACILITIES – Location: 13013 Cattail Road, Bloxom.  Public building – 1 story white 

aluminum church with handicap ramp.  No contact.  Sanitary facilities consist of a single 
outhouse which is in unusable condition.  Sanitary Notice issued 16-Dec 2011 to Field # 
197.  

 
13. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, (kitchen and laundry waste) – Location: 24031 Belinda 

Road, Hallwood.  Dwelling – 2 story white wood frame in poor repair.  Pipe draining 
kitchen waste is separated, discharging effluent to ground surface.  Sanitary notice 
issued 20-Jan 2012 to Field # 235.  

 
14. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 9293 Marsh Market Road, Hallwood.  Dwelling 

– 2 story tan vinyl with green shutters.  No contact.  Septic system is erupting to the 
ground surface.  Sanitary Notice issued 20-Jan 2012 to Field # 243.  

 
15. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 24389 Savannah Road, Marsh Market. 

Dwelling – RV set up on lot with septic system.  RV’s septic line, disconnected from 
septic tank, is open to the environment.  Septic tank top is laced with large holes that 
have makeshift covers.  Sanitary Notice issued 20-Jan 2012 to Field # 253.  

 
16. NO FACILITIES – Location: 25398 Messongo Road, Messongo.  Dwelling – 2 story 

white asbestos.  Sanitary facilities provided by a pit privy which is in good repair but full 
of garbage and unusable.  Sanitary Notice issued 01-Feb 2012 to Field # 262.  

 
17. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION – Location: 9123 Stumptown Road, Temperanceville. 

Dwelling – black and white mobile home with addition.  No contact.  Entire top of septic 
tank is collapsed, and covered with scraps of plywood.  Sanitary Notice issued 10-Feb 
2012 to Field # 280.  

 
18. CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION (kitchen and laundry waste) – Location: 9177 Stumptown 

Road, Temperanceville.  Dwelling – 1 story white vinyl.  Gray water effluent erupting to 
ground surface over septic tank.  Sanitary Notice issued 10-Feb 2012 to Field # 284.  

 
21. NO FACILITIES, DIRECT – Location:  North bank of Muddy Creek.  Hunting cabin, 1 

story gray frame on pilings.  No contact.  No approved sanitary facilities.  Sanitary Notice 
issued 10-Feb 2012 to Field # 302.  

 
22. NO FACILITIES, DIRECT – Location:  North bank of Muddy Creek.  Hunting cabin, 1 

story white frame on pilings.  No contact.  No approved sanitary facilities.  Sanitary 
Notice issued 10- Feb 2012 to Field # 304.  
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23. NO FACILITIES, DIRECT  Location: North bank of Messongo Creek.  Hunting cabin, 1 
story frame with green roof, on the marsh.  No contact.  No approved sanitary facilities. 
Sanitary Notice issued 10-Feb 2012 to Field # 306.  

 
POTENTIAL POLLUTION 

 
4. Location: 24105 Ann’s Cove Road, Bloxom.  Dwelling – 1 story white vinyl with blue trim.  

Possible septic system alteration by owner.  Pipes exposed, trenches dug.  No effluent.  
 
 

SECTION C:  NONSEWAGE WASTE SITES 
 

INDUSTRIAL WASTES 
 
10. DIRECT – Sherry Jo’s Custom Baits, 25185 Gladding Landing Road, Bloxom.  Business 

– bait and seafood company.  Washdown wastes discharge into ditch near residence; 
ditch crosses under road to join tidal drainage with outfall in Muddy Creek. DEQ permit # 
VAG523055 is located with the survey field notes.  

 
SOLID WASTE 

-None- 
 

SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY 
 

MARINAS 
-None- 

 
OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED 

 
1. Accomack County Boat Ramp, Young’s Creek Road, Bloxom.  No contact.  Present at 

inspection were three working boats under 26’, moored to stakes in the vicinity of the 
boat ramp.  There are no permanent moorings or slips, no pump station, and no other 
boating facilities provided.  Trash receptacles are available.  Marina sheet located with 
field notes.  

 
3. Accomack County Boat Ramp at Ann’s Cove, New Road, Bloxom.  Present at inspection 

were 1 work boat >26’, and 5 work boats <26’ moored to stakes nearby.  A boat ramp 
and trash receptacles are maintained at this location; no other boating services are 
available.  Marina sheet located with field notes.  

 
9. Accomack County Boat Ramp, Gladding Landing Road, Bloxom.  No boats were present 

at this location during inspection.  A boat ramp and trash receptacles are maintained at 
this location; no other boating services are available.  Marina sheet located with field 
notes.  

 
20. Accomack County Boat Ramp, Hammock’s. 10121 Hammock Road, Sanford.  No boats 

were present at this location at inspection.  A boat ramp and multiple crab sheds, some 
in disrepair, flank the boat ramp.  A portable privy is present, but appears poorly 
maintained.  Marina sheet located with field notes.  
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SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION 
 
2. Location: 16244 St. Thomas Road, Parksley.  Broiler farm – 2 chicken houses with 

42,000 chickens.  DEQ inspection for CAFO permit # VPG250036 is located with field 
notes.  Waste disposal is by DEQ- approved nutrient management plan.  

 
11. Location: 13914 Cattail Road.  Broiler farm – 4 chicken houses with 88,000 chickens. 

DEQ inspection for CAFO permit # VPG250105 is located with field notes.  Waste 
disposal is by DEQ-approved nutrient management plan.  

 
19. Location: 25399 Messongo Road, Temperanceville.  Dwelling – 2 story yellow vinyl with 

green shutters.  Pasture with 5 horses.  Manure disposal is natural.  
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SUMMARY 
 
Area # 076  
Messongo and Guilford Creeks  
8 March 2012  
 
SECTION B:  SEWAGE POLLUTION SOURCES  
1. SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES  
   0 – DIRECT – None  
   0 – INDIRECT – None  
   0 – B.1. TOTAL 
 
2. ON-SITE SEWAGE DEFICIENCIES – Correction of the deficiencies in this section is the 

responsibility of the local health department.  
   1– CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, DIRECT – # 8  
   5 – CONTRIBUTES POLLUTION, INDIRECT – # 5, 6, 14, 15, 17  
   1 -- CP, (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), DIRECT – # 8  
   4 – CP (Kitchen or Laundry Wastes), INDIRECT – # 5, 7, 13, 18  
   3 – NO FACILITIES, DIRECT – # 21, 22, 23  
   2 – NO FACILITIES, INDIRECT – #12, 16  
 16 – B.2. TOTAL  
 
3.  POTENTIAL POLLUTION – Periodic surveillance of these properties will be maintained to 
determine any status change.  
   1 – POTENTIAL POLLUTION – # 4  
 
SECTION C:  NON-SEWAGE WASTE SITES  
1. INDUSTRIAL WASTE SITES  
   1 – DIRECT – # 10  
   0 – INDIRECT – None  
   1 – C.1. TOTAL  
 
2. SOLID WASTE DUMPSITES  
   0 – DIRECT – None  
   0 – INDIRECT – None  
   0 – C.2. TOTAL  
 
SECTION D:  BOATING ACTIVITY  
   0 – MARINAS – None  
   4 – OTHER PLACES WHERE BOATS ARE MOORED – # 1, 3, 9, 20  
   0 – UNDER SURVEILLANCE – None  
   4 – D. TOTAL  
 
SECTION E:  CONTRIBUTES ANIMAL POLLUTION  
   0 – DIRECT – None  
   3 – INDIRECT – # 2, 11, 19  
   3 – E. TOTAL  
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