Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
July 14, 2015

Minutes

Members Present:  
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover County Community Services Board
Blumberg, Michael, Medical Society of Virginia 
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health 
Brintle, Kimberly, Bland County Department of Social Services 
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police 
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Gormley, William, Chair, Chief Medical Examiner
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
Katzman, Rita, Virginia Department of Social Services
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 
Parr, Nancy, Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Chesapeake
Phipps, Deron¸ Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Pickett, Jessica, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center
Saimre, Maribel, Virginia Department of Education
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Members Absent:  
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians 
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Romero, Frank, Southeastern Emergency Equipment

Guests
Lipkes, Celeste, VCU School of Medicine

Staff:
Kurtz, Judy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Womble, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Emily Womble called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  

Announcements and Business:

Team members welcomed 1) Judy Kurtz, the new Sudden Death in the Young Project Coordinator with the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, and 2) Celeste Lipkes, a student in the VCU School of Medicine.  Ms. Kurtz and Ms. Lipkes attended the meeting to observe the Team’s process of case review.

Minutes from the May 8, 2015 meeting were approved as written.  

The Team approved the following meeting dates for 2016:
· Friday, January 8
· Friday, March 11
· Friday, May 13
· Tuesday, July 12
· Tuesday, September 13
· Tuesday, November 8
The Team also approved a change in 2015’s November meeting date.  The Team will now meet on Friday, November 13 of this year to accommodate Dr. Powell’s availability to lead the meeting while Ms. Womble is on maternity leave.

The Team will review the final four cases in the poisoning review at the September meeting and begin the process of developing recommendations at that time.  The Team requested to hear from a representative of the Governor’s Task Force on Prescription Drug and Heroin Abuse for an overview presentation of their work and consider how the recommendations from the Team can support the work of the Task Force.  Team members also thought presentations from experts on substance abuse and prevention efforts in Virginia may be helpful as they begin this process.

The Honorable Nancy Parr informed the Team that she has been contacted regarding topics for public service announcements.  Ms. Parr requested that Team members consider possible topics that should be addressed by a PSA.  Team members are encouraged to send any recommendations to Ms. Womble by September 1, 2015.

Planning for Next Review

The Team discussed possible topics on which to focus their next review.  The Team had a lengthy discussion about two possible topics, but did not reach consensus and requested additional information from Ms. Heather Board and additional data from Ms. Womble.  The Team requested revisiting the discussion in a few weeks, allowing them additional time to consider the options.

CPS Update

Ms. Rita Katzman provided an update on the implementation of recommendations made by the regional child fatality review teams in the review of deaths occurring in State Fiscal Year 2012 and reviewed in 2013.  The Child Protective Services program in the Virginia Department of Social Services is almost finished with the preliminary report of SFY 2014 deaths.

Confidential Case Review 

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of case review.  The Team reviewed five cases where a child died from poisoning.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2015.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Emily Womble.
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