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This policy memorandum authorizes implementation of the exclusion of mbitary combat pay from
WIC income elimibihity determinations, as authonzed by the Agneculture, Rural Development, Food
and Dug Admmistration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010 (PL. 111-80), whach was
enacted on October 21, 2009, This memorandum provides gudance to WIC State and local agencies
regarding nulitary combat pay recelved by service members durning a deployment.

As set forth 1o the legislation, combat pay 15 defined as an addibional payment made under Chapter 5
of Title 37 of the United States Code (see attached kmk), or as otherwise designated by the Secretary to
be excluded, that 1= recerved by the household member who 15 deploved to a desipnated combat zone.
Combat pay is excluded 1f it is:

+ Recerved in addifion fo the service member’s basic pay;

+ Recerved as a result of the service member’s deployment fo or service I an area that has been
designated s a combat zone; and

+ MNotrecemved by the service member prior to hes/ber deployment to or service mn the designated
combat zone.

A combat zone 15 any area that the President of the Unxted States designates by Exerutive Order as an
area in which the 175, Armed Forces are engaging or have engaged i combat. As with other types of
income commonly recerved by military personnal (such a= the Basic Allowance for Housmg or Basic
Allowance for Subsistence payments), combat pay recerved by service members 1s nommally reflected
i the enfrtlements column of the military Leave and Earming Statement (LES). Information regarding
deplovment to or service In a combat zone may also be available through mohtary orders or public
records on deployvment of sobitary uns.

WIC State and local agencies should continme fo count service members, while deployed, as household
members for puoposes of determiming income elipbility for the WIC Program.

WIC State agencies should implement thys income exclusion effective immediately. FINS plans to
address the combat pay income exclusion in a firbure rulemaking. For questions or assistance m
implementing this mcome exclision, State agencies should contact their respective FNS Eegional
Offices.
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