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Virginia Rural Health Plan Work Groups 
 

Data/Rural Definitions Work Group 
Name Title/Agency 

*Ken Cook Senior Health Care Consultant, Goodman & Co. 
Chris Delcher Epidemiologist, VDH Office of Epidemiology – Division of Disease 

Prevention 
Travis Jackson Area Director, USDA Rural Development  
Tim Perkins Planner, VDH Office of Emergency Medical Services 
Ann Peton Director, Center for Rural Health Policy, Education and Research - 

Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Karen Roberto Director, Center for Gerontology at Virginia Tech 
Glen Sink Executive Director, Council and Center for Rural Virginia 
Ken Studer Program Manager, VDH OMH/PHP 
 
* Work Group Chair
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Access Work Group 

Name Title/Agency 
Cynthia Barrigan Telehealth/Rural Health Contractor, VDH OMH/PHP 
Barbara Beale Nurse Supervisor, Lord Fairfax Health District – VDH 
Sabina Braithwaite Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine, UVA Health System 
*Howard Chapman Executive Director, Southwest Community Health Systems 
Sharon Dwyer Project Manager, Appalachian Cancer Coalition Network, Institute for 

Community Health at Virginia Tech 
Frank Farrington Professor Emeritus, VCU School of Dentistry/Virginia Dental Association 
Neal Graham Executive Director, Virginia Community Healthcare Association 
Bekki Hughes Licensed Professional Counselor, New River Valley Community Services – 

Giles Clinic 
Beth O’Connor Executive Director, Virginia Rural Health Association 
Carol Pratt Dentist and Member, Virginia Dental Association 
Rick Shinn Director of Public Affairs, Virginia Community Healthcare Association 
Sarah Jane Stewart Rx Relief Virginia Coordinator, Virginia Health Care Foundation 
Gene Sullivan Director, Office of Telemedicine - UVA 
Diana Wallace Executive Director, Appalachian Agency for Senior Citizens 
Peggy Whitehead Program Manager, Rural Health Outreach Program 
Kathy Wibberly Policy Advisor, VDH OMH/PHP 
 
* Work Group Chair
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Quality Work Group 

Name Title/Agency 
Thelma Burris Associate, Council and Center for Rural Virginia 
*Paul Crews Director of Quality & Organizational Excellence, Riverside Tappahannock 

Hospital 
Deborah Harris Women’s Health Coordinator, Division of Women’s and Infants’ Health, 

VDH 
Marilyn Jackson VDH OMH/PHP 
Vicki Langdon Director, Quality, Risk, and Compliance, Stonewall Jackson Hospital 
Debbie Lipes CEO, Bath Community Hospital 
Mike Lundberg Executive Director, Virginia Health Information 
Edna Rensing Senior Project Manager, Virginia Health Quality Center 
Elli Sparks Executive Director, Reach Out and Read Virginia 
 
* Work Group Chair
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Workforce Work Group 

Name Title/Agency 
Susan Alford Executive Director, Southwest Virginia Area Health Education Center 
Gary Crum Executive Director, Southwest Virginia Graduate Medical Education 

Consortium 
*Karen Guye Director of Recruitment and Retention, Virginia Community Healthcare 

Association 
Aileen Harris Senior Incentive Coordinator, VDH OHPP 
Roger Hofford Director, Carilion Clinic Family Medicine Residency 
Marilyn Jackson Health Workforce Analyst, VDH OMH/PHP 
Janet McDaniel Professor, School of Nursing, Radford University 
Pam Murphy Executive Director, Shenandoah County Free Clinic 
Gaynel Olsen Assistant Professor of Family Medicine, Director of the Inner City/Rural 

Program, VCU School of Medicine 
Karen Reed Health Workforce & Minority Health Manager, VDH OMH/PHP 
Dixie Tooke-Rawlins Dean, Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Janice Wilkins Administrator, RJ Reynolds Patrick County Memorial Hospital 
Jane Wills Executive Director, Rappahannock Area Health Education Center 

Scott Winston Assistant Director, VDH Office of Emergency Medical Services 
 
* Work Group Chair 
 
 


