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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MANASSAS, Va. (May 21, 2010) The Prince William Health District (PWHD) will be honoring 62 Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) volunteers for their dedication to public health during the H1N1 swine flu response. Between October and December MRC volunteers assisted the Prince William Health District in the vaccination of over 25,000 Prince William County, Manassas and Manassas Park residents. 
The MRC volunteers will be honored on June 22nd at the Chinn Library between 6:00 and 8:00 p.m. In addition to a letter of thanks, signed by the state Health Commissioner; the MRC volunteers will receive an “H1N1 Hero” lapel pin and certificate from the Virginia MRC Coordinator.
The Medical Reserve Corps was formed in 2002 as part of the Department of Homeland Security’s Citizen Corps initiative, in response to the terrorist attacks of 9/11. In the Prince William Health District, the MRC has over 300 active volunteers that donate their time by staffing first aid tents at community events, participating in drills and exercises, vaccinating the public against H1N1 and testing target populations against disease of public health significance. 
“The H1N1 response was by far the largest task the PWHD MRC has ever tackled, because it spanned over the course of several months. But mass vaccination clinics is one of the things we’ve trained for, and this gave us the opportunity to utilize our training, test our plans and improve our response plans in the event of a future incident” said Bobbi Steneck, Greater Prince William MRC Coordinator. “It’s also rewarding, it really gives the volunteers the opportunity to make a difference right here in their own community”.
Anyone who is interested in joining the MRC may do so by visiting www.vamrc.org or by contacting Bobbi Steneck by phone at 703-792-7341, or e-mail Bobbi.Steneck@vdh.virginia.gov.
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