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Health Department Honors Volunteers
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PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, Va.—The Prince William Health District recently honored 62 Medical Reserve Corps volunteers for their dedication to public health during the H1N1 swine flu response.

Between October and December 2009, the reserve corps volunteers assisted the health district in the vaccination of more than 25,000 Prince William County, Manassas and Manassas Park residents.

The volunteers were honored at the Chinn Park Regional Library. In addition to a letter of thanks from State Health Commissioner Dr. Karen Remley, the volunteers were awarded an "H1N1 Hero" lapel pin and certificate from the Virginia Medical Reserve Corps coordinator.

"The H1N1 response was by far the largest task the Prince William Health District has ever tackled, because it spanned the course of several months," said Dr. Alison Ansher, Prince William Health District director. "Mass vaccination clinics are one of the things we've trained for, and this gave us the opportunity to utilize our training, test our plans and improve our response plans in the event of a future incident.

"It was also very rewarding, giving the volunteers the opportunity to make a difference right here in their own community," Ansher said.

The Medical Reserve Corps was formed in 2002 as part of the Department of Homeland Security's Citizen Corps initiative, in response to the terrorist attacks of 9/11.

In the Prince William Health District, the corps has more than 300 active volunteers that donate their time in a variety of ways, including, but not limited to, staffing first aid tents at community events, participating in drills and exercises, vaccinating the public against H1N1 and testing target populations against diseases of public health significance.

Anyone who is interested in learning more about the Medical Reserve Corps or is considering joining the organization is encouraged to visit http://www.vamrc.org or contact Bobbi Steneck at 703-792-7341 or at Bobbi.Steneck@vdh.virginia.gov.
