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Continued from page 14
tornado recovery, reflecting on the lives lost and the good of recovery work. Two
and a half years later, the county needed that closure, she said.

Her skills and experience don’t just benefit Southwest Virginia. She just com-
pleted two three-year terms on the governor’s EMS Advisory Board. Recently,
the governor tapped her again. This time to serve on the Virginia E911 Services
Board. She also gives to the region, serving on the United Way’s board and to
Smyth County as a member of its planning commission.

She explains her service. “Deep in my heart, | want to make a better com-
munity for everybody... in all our communities.” She wants her service to touch
other lives for the better and encourage other people to pursue their passions,
even be a mentor, she said, acknowledging the many people who’ve helped her.

Seeing small and big disasters has increased Pokey’s awareness of the fragility
of life. “I know | need to live every day, be with family and friends, but I'm giving
so much to work that | don’t always do that.” She does try to unplug and enjoy
time with Steve and their six horses, two mules, dog and cat on their small farm.

The regular exposure to tragedy has given Pokey a heightened state of pre-
paredness. Her laptop bag possesses all she might need at any given moment.
Her horse trailer serves another job besides transporting her animals on a
camping trip. It’s filled with water, canned goods and other necessities.

But perhaps the greatest impact of the heart-wrenching situations on
Pokey has been on the amount of tears she sheds. She acknowledges crying
more easily these days. “It’s not out of stress or weakness,” she explained.
“For all I’ve seen, all I’ve done, | have so much compassion.”

Pokey Harris

has long been
blessed with
organizational
and manage-
_ment skills,
which she daily

~ brings to her
job as director
of emergency
‘management
for Washington
County.
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