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The Medical Reserve Corps

Sponsored by the Office of the
Surgeon General

The national Medical Reserve Corps (MRC)
program was launched in July 2002 in re-
sponse to President Bush’s call for all
Americans to offer volunteer service in their
communities.

The MRC program is a specialized compo-
nent of Citizen Corps, a national network of
volunteers dedicated to making sure their
families, homes, and communities are safe
from terrorism, crime, and disasters of all
kinds.

There are 874 MRC units nationwide with
over 200,000 volunteers.

MRC volunteers are community members
with a background or interest in healthcare
or public health.

Dr. Regina M. Benjamin,
Surgeon General

www.medicalreservecorps.gov
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TIMRC

The Thomas Jefferson Medical Reserve Corps

(TIMRC) was established by the University of Vir-
ginia School of Medicine in 2003. As the first
student-run MRC in the country, the UVAMRC is
a model in student-faculty partnership and out-
reach. In late 2009, the MRC was expanded and
its housing and management was moved to the
Thomas Jefferson Health District. The UVA medi-
cal, public health and nursing student operations
continue as a chapter of the organization.

The Medical Reserve Corps augments the com-
munity’s ability to respond to public health
emergencies. It was created after 9-11 to ad-
dress the opportunities and challenges that
spontaneous volunteers pose during disasters.
The MRC ensures a professional, coordinated
and effective response through credentialing,
training, exercises, and participation in real
events. Training opportunities include:

e Incident command system

e Epidemiological response

e Mass prophylaxis and vaccination
e Psychological first aid

e Mass fatality response

TIMRC volunteers screen mock patients during a
smallpox vaccination exercise.

How do | join the TIMRC?

e Register in the Virginia Volunteer Health
System (VVHS )
https://vms.vdh.virginia.gov/vms/

e |If applicable, send copies of your driver’s
license, healthcare license and CPR certifi-
cation to the TIMRC Coordinator (Fax
434-972-6249, e-mail
TJIMRC@vdh.virginia.gov or mail)

e Attend an orientation session
(E-mail TIMRC@vdh.virginia.gov if you
wish to arrange a session at your work-
place)

e Note: All TIMRC volunteers are subject to
a background check.

What do TIMRC Volunteers do?

Prior to emergencies, TMRC volunteers
train and participate in emergency prepar-
edness activities.

During emergencies, TIMRC volunteers are
activated by health department staff to as-
sist in public health emergency response.
There are roles for both medical and non-
medical volunteers. Examples of duties in-
clude assisting in:

¢ Special medical needs shelters

e Mass dispensing of medicine and vac-

cines

e Triaging and treating patients during a
pandemic

¢ Investigation of infectious disease out-
breaks

TJMRC volunteers can also supplement ex-
isting local public health initiatives such as:

Health Education

Immunization Programs

Food Safety

Community Events
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