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Training Status/Opportunities: 
    I recently completed a thorough review of our Volunteer membership and am planning to conduct a Volunteer Workshop that will assist in bringing our records and data repositories up to date as well as support bringing ~25 new Volunteers into our MRC unit.  I know that we can best complete this action with Volunteer assistance and support from neighboring MRC Units; more information will be provided during the upcoming quarterly meeting! 
    During a recent meeting, John Cooke (Western Tidewater Health District Emergency Planner) had an opportunity to discuss Shelter Training with the American Red Cross, Southside Disaster Coordinator for Zone 1 which includes the cities of Suffolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Norfolk, Virginia Beach, Franklin, plus Southampton and Surry Counties.  As a result of that opportune meeting, we are coordinating a 2-4 hour shelter course to be conducted in the upcoming months.  Specific date and time information to follow when known.
NOTE: A local public health survey, determined that “instructor led/classroom (training) was ranked as the most preferred method” to conduct or complete training requirements; as such, I will look for opportunities to conduct training in a similar environment or fashion!

Exercise& Campaign Opportunities:
	
Tornado Preparedness Day
Mar 20 (statewide drill 9:45 am)

Registration was just opened for the March 20 Statewide Tornado Drill at www.ReadyVirginia.gov. 
Businesses, schools, organizations, families and individuals are encouraged to take part in this critical safety exercise.  As you remember 2011 was a tough year in Virginia & across the nation for tornadoes – here’s a look back:
· 51 tornadoes hit, the second highest number on record (87 in 2004)
· Most tornadoes struck during April, but tornadoes also were recorded in March, May, August, September, October and November
· In April, 10 people died and more than 100 were injured
· In April, 212 homes were destroyed and more than 1,050 homes and businesses were damaged
· Nearly every part of Virginia experienced tornadoes during 2011 - Southwest Virginia, Southside Virginia, Roanoke Valley, Shenandoah Valley, Central Virginia, Northern Virginia, Middle Peninsula, and Hampton Roads.
We are encouraging active participation in the Statewide Tornado Drill within the community; you may learn more about tornado safety and how to hold a drill at www.Ready.Virginia.gov





Public Health News:
    Force Health Protection may not be one of your primary concerns; however, the reality of the situation is that if you are injured or unable to respond as a Volunteer, the community and populace at large may potentially suffer more and longer due to your unavailability!  Consequently, your health and well being are a concern at the MRC unit level.  Please remember to take care of yourselves and your families!   
One of the statewide Public Health Emergency Response and Return on Investment concerns during 2012 includes enhancing MRC unit knowledge of Disaster Behavior Health and MRC Unit training for Mass Fatalities.  As a Volunteer, you could assist in achieving this noteworthy goal by using TRAINVirginia to complete applicable courses!
    Methamphetamine use and abuse continues to be topic of interest within law enforcement and medical communities; as such, Volunteers may want to increase their personal and professional awareness.  The following links provide some methamphetamine insight: 
	http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/infofacts/methamphetamine
http://www.acde.org/common/meth.pdf
http://www.theantidrug.com/drug-information/commonly-abused-drugs/meth/default.aspx
    Another interesting and pertinent source of information is a 2007, Emerging Infectious Disease article; the abstract reads: 
“Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) infections and methamphetamine use are emerging public health problems.  We conducted a case–control investigation to determine risk factors for MRSA skin and soft tissue infections (SSTIs) in residents of a largely rural southeastern community in the United States.  Case-patients were persons >12 years old who had culturable SSTIs; controls had no SSTIs.  Of 119 SSTIs identified, 81 (68.1%) were caused by MRSA. Methamphetamine use was reported in 9.9% of case-patients and 1.8% of controls.  After we adjusted for age, sex, and race, patients with MRSA SSTIs were more likely than controls to have recently used methamphetamine (odds ratio 5.10, 95% confidence interval 1.55–16.79). MRSA caused most SSTIs in this population.  Transmission of MRSA may be occurring among methamphetamine users in this community.” 

Reference: Cohen AL, Shuler C, McAllister S, Fosheim GE, Brown MG, Abercrombie D, et al. Methamphetamine use and methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus skin infections. Emerg Infect Dis [serial on the Internet]. 2007 Nov [date cited]. Available from http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/13/11/07-0148.htm

Volunteer Opportunities:

· Logistical Support Suffolk: MRC Inventory; intent is to leverage previous Volunteer participation in sheltering and response operations plus determine current MRC provision adequacy and future projected needs and requirements.  Inventory will be adjusted to support rapid deployment operations (first in last out logistics deployment concept).

· Administrative Support Suffolk, Franklin, Isle of Wight and Southampton County: Patient records review, destruction and disposal of approximately 12-15 book size boxes at each location; require both medical and non-medical skill sets.

· Administrative Support at location of your choice:  Packaging of MRC recruitment and marketing items for ease of future delivery.

· Administrative Planning Committee at location of your choice:  Plan and execute 9th Anniversary WTMRC Unit recognition ceremony.

· Budgetary Support, location will vary based on needs:
Our unit has available FY09 Grant funds that must be expended so that services are received and material is delivered prior to 31 July 2012.  I drafted a rough spend plan to accomplish this task; however, I want and value Volunteer input, interaction and insight on this effort.  The overall fiduciary objective is 1) improving organization and functionality of our unit, 2) supporting Volunteer BLS, shelter and NIMS training, 3) identifying appropriate/necessary consumable for office and unit administrative and shelter readiness, and 4) engagement funds that will be used to target new volunteers and most importantly retaining our current Volunteer force.  

Quarterly Meeting Agenda: (Official notice to follow)

· Introduce new MRC Coordinator
· Recognize Current and New Volunteers, Visitors and Guests
· Receive Volunteer Updates
· Determine who has or needs Polo shirts
· Solicit for Volunteer Leadership positions
· Review Plans for Volunteer Orientation Workshop
· Review Proposal for Notifying Volunteers Without E-mail Access
· Demonstrate Doodle Easy Scheduling Wizard
· Discuss Fiscal Year 2013 Goals (focus on Medical Surge, Sheltering & Long term Recovery Operations)
· Increase WTMRC Membership & Readiness by 25%
· Identify and Enter Into Agreements with Local Businesses or Other Organizations to Establish Closed Points of Dispensing (PODS)
· Focus on Sheltering & Mass Prophylaxis Response
· Continue Development of a Community Medical Surge Capacity Planning Document and Operational Plan
· Staffing for Emergency Support Function-8 Public Health and Medical Services and Interface with Emergency Management
· Conduct Shelter Support Unit tour and familiarization (12 regional localities recently took delivery of these asset) 
Nice to Know Information:
· Isle of Wight now has a 420 bed pet hospital trailer

· The following excerpt from the January 2012 Peninsula MRC Newsletter bears repeating:
“Liability & Risk Management:
If you are on a deployment serving at an event and you find someone who needs urgent medical attention, you must coordinate with the site manager and/or call 911.  Please do not transport anyone in your personal vehicle because if something happens with you or that person you will be held responsible.”

Do Not Throw This Newsletter Away; Please Recycle This To A Potential Volunteer
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