Virginia Department of Health, Office of Health Policy and Planning-Your Partner of Choice         Newsletter:    Spring 2003

Welcome to Access, the electronic newsletter of the Office of Health Policy and Planning.  The purpose of this newsletter is to inform our partners of some of the exciting projects related to health care access in which this office is involved.

OHPP Mission Statement

To improve access to health care for underserved populations in Virginia.

Exciting News:

· SAVE THE DATE!!!!!  MARCH 10th!!!! 

The Office of Health Policy and Planning along with its partners the Department of Medical Assistance Services, the Department of Social Services, Department of Health Professions, Anthem, Bon Secours, REACH, the Virginia Rural Health Association, the John Randolph Foundation, the Virginia Dental Association, the Williamsburg Community Hospital Foundation, Virginia Primary Care Association and other partners are planning an event in conjunction with the national Cover The Uninsured Week!! We will be hosting a day-long conference in Williamsburg, Virginia at the Williamsburg Marriott. It is likely the Governor will attend and will unveil his new figures regarding the uninsured. The Governor's attendance has not yet been confirmed. We are in the final negotiation stages of having Juan Williams of National Public Radio attend as the luncheon speaker.  The attendance fee will be $25.00 and the charge for display booths is $100.00.  If you would like to help plan, sponsor, or attend this event please contact Shelia Fitzgerald at 786.4891. 

OHPP Updates:

· Office of Health Policy and Planning Designation Efforts Result in $1,856,286 in Medicare Incentive Payments to Virginia Physicians 

The Office of Health Policy and Planning (OHPP) submits health professional shortage area (HPSA) designation applications to the Health Resources and Services Administration. There are many benefits to the community that result from these designations. One particular type of HPSA designation called a geographic, primary care HPSA allows physicians practicing in the area so designated to receive a 10 percent Medicare Incentive Payment from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). The OHPP recently learned from the CMS Part B Carrier for Virginia that for the calendar year 2002 its designation efforts resulted in Medicare Incentive Payments to physicians in Virginia primary care, geographic HPSAs totaled $1,856,268.08. 

· Office of Health Policy and Planning Recommends J-1 Physician Placement 

The Office of Health Policy and Planning has the authority to serve as an interested government agency in the placement of J-1 physicians in the Commonwealth.  A J-1 Exchange Visitor visa issued by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service allows international medical graduates the opportunity to obtain residency training at an American medical training institution that agrees to sponsor them. All J-1s are required to return to their country of origin for two years following the completion of their residency.  Under the Conrad J-1 Visa Waiver Program this requirement of home residency may be waived if a state recommends to the U.S. Department of State that the physician serve in a health professional shortage area that is unable to attract an American physician. The Office of Health Policy and Planning has recommended the placement of Dr. Subir Vij to be placed at the Portsmouth Community Health Center in

Portsmouth, Virginia. To date the U.S. Department of State has never denied a Virginia recommendation. 

· Office of Health Policy and Planning Receives Notices from HRSA of Two HPSA Designations 

The Office of Health Policy & Planning (OHPP) recently received letters from the Shortage Designation Branch (SDB) of the federal Health Resources and Services Administration notifying it that two applications submitted for new Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) designations have been approved.  The first, Arlandria Service Area consists of Census Tract 1038.00 in Arlington County and Census Tract 2012.03 in the City of Alexandria.  This area has been designated as a low-income population primary care HPSA.  A low-income population primary care HPSA allows this area to recruit health professionals obligated to serve under the National Health Service Corps (NHSC) scholarship and loan repayment programs as well as foreign medical graduates holding J-1 visas.  This designation also renders the area eligible for the rural health clinic program. 

The second approval was for an area comprised of Augusta County and the independent cities of Staunton and Waynesboro.  The combined Augusta/Staunton/Waynesboro area has been designated as a low-income population dental HPSA.  This designation allows these areas to recruit NHSC dentists. 

Office of Health Policy and Planning Places Physician in White Marsh, Virginia 

Physician Scholarship and Loan Repayment Manager Norma Marrin and Debbi Nierenberg, Program Manager for Recruitment and Retention Debbi Nierenberg both of the Office of Health Policy and Planning collaborated to place a physician in White Marsh, Virginia. Five year Virginia Scholar, Jeff Greer, MD, has agreed to serve as a Family Practice physician. This Virginia Medically Underserved Area site was in danger of losing its only current physician. The physician has agreed to remain in the area now that another physician will be able to relieve him when necessary and possibly take call for him. Dr. Greer will begin practice in August 2003.
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