Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

November 13, 2012
Minutes

Members Present:  

Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police
Casteel, Tom, Virginia Department of Social Services

Connal, Betty, SIDS Mid-Atlantic 
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society
Rhodes, Jennifer, Medical Society of Virginia

Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville
Members Absent:  
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner

DeLuca, Steven, Hanover County Emergency Medical Services
Ferraro, Mark, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Invited Guests:

Duer, Emma, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Staff:

Gambill, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Emily Gambill called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  
Announcements and Business:

Team members welcomed Emma Duer, the new Domestic Violence Fatality Review Coordinator.  Ms. Duer attended the meeting to observe the Team’s process of case review.
Minutes from the September 11, 2012 meeting were approved as written.  

Betty Connal announced that Virginia SIDS Alliance and SIDS Mid-Atlantic have merged.  Ms. Connal remains the Executive Director.
Mary Wilson asked the Team to consider ideas for presentations at the Department of Criminal Justice Services’ annual Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse conference, which is currently in the planning phase.  This year’s conference focused on technology, so different ideas for topics are requested.  Ms. Wilson asks that Team members call or email her with any ideas for national speakers, specific case studies, etc.  
Child Protective Services Update 
Rita Katzman provided an overview of the history, mandates and models of Citizen Review Panels (CRP).  The Virginia State Child Fatality Review Team serves as one of the three CRPs required by the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA).  Ms. Katzman discussed the role of the State Child Fatality Review Team as a CRP and requested Team members to consider their current format and whether any changes would be preferred.
Team Planning for the Next Review

The Team brainstormed subject ideas for their next review.  Suggested topics included poisoning, drowning and suicide.  The current review of deaths attributed to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, Sudden Unexpected Infant Death and unsafe sleep environments should conclude in 2013.  Emily Gambill will pull together data on the suggested topics and present this information to the Team at their January meeting.  
Confidential Case Review

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of recommendations and case review.  The Team reviewed seven cases where an infant died from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome or Sudden Undetermined Infant Death.  Unsafe sleep arrangements were a factor in many of these deaths.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 11, 2013.
The meeting adjourned at 3:03 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Emily Gambill.
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